
����������������	
����
���
�
�����
��	�	
��
�
������

��������	������
���

 
 
Pastor’s Message                        1  
 
Blankets and Flowers          2 
 
Worship and Music Notes          3 
     Special Thanks 
  
  Nursery Gear                        4 
    Rummage Sale 
      Sandwich Sunday 
          DOM Position 
 
Adult Sunday School                 5 
  From Cindy Hardin,                    
 CE Coordinator 
 
Mission or Mystery House?      6 
     Abitibi Paper Recycling 
 
Haiti Update                              7 
   Welcome to our new 
                           custodian 
    Fellowship Hour 
      HPC Website address change 
          
Presbyterian Women                  8 
                   
HPC Officers                             9 
                              
In Our Prayers                          10 
   May Birthdays 
 
Churches In Action                  11 
    Work Weekend 
 
Trustee Spring Cleaning          12 
    Trustee Boiler Request 
 
May 2009 Calendar                 13 
 

Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

Dear Friends, 

 This season is so wonderful!  I just love it.  A week ago, the grass was brown.  
Yesterday it was green.  Tomorrow I will have to cut it.  Nonetheless, WOW, 
spring is here and it is wonderful.  However, it is more than just spring being 
here… 

 The Easter season is so relevant to life.  The empty tomb is God’s way of    
saying to every living thing that even though death is important, it is not the 
end.  Jesus’ ministry with the disciples was just beginning.  Jesus did not just 
come back and say, “Come on guys, get out there and do what I have taught 
you!”  The dead Jesus was not dead at all.  Jesus was alive!  Instead of         
celebrating, just think what he had to do.  Jesus had to comfort his own family 
and friends.  However, the empty tomb is more than that for us…. 

 We, like Jesus, can be resurrected.  We, unlike Jesus, can have resurrection     
moments while we are alive.  Paul puts words to resurrection moments in     
Philippians when he says:   “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the     
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us then, who are mature, be 
of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will 
reveal to you.  (3:14, 15) 

 You can stop the past from holding you down.  You do not have to be captive.  
You, too, can break through the bondage of hate, addictive behaviors,            
depression, isolation, etc.  Take action now!  Roll the stone of indecision, 
doubt, insecurity away.  Find help with the ones that love you or, better yet, find 
church friends who will help you.  Get resurrected and live! By the way, maybe 
I can be that person. 

 Yes, I love Easter, but I need some information from you.  Do you love Easter?  
What is resurrection to you? 
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 A Twofold Challenge from Your Pastor 

 

 As I grew up, I used to love the smell of flowers, especially in the sanctuary.  Our focus has changed       
regarding their use. Knowledge about allergies gave people information and the people felt free to say that 
perfumes and flowers caused a reaction.  I still miss flowers.  There is another truth about flowers.  So 
many flower arrangements no longer smell at all.  I guess that is why I enjoy fresh cut flowers from         
gardens.  It is also, why I enjoy visits to our local botanical gardens.  Oh well…here is my challenge to 
every church member. 

 

 Mother’s Day is coming up.  I want to help you deal with its reality and be able to celebrate your desire for 
either giving or getting the gift.  Many of you will give flowers to your mother.  If your mother has died, 
you will take flowers to the cemetery.  For some of you Mother’s Day is not a happy time.  You have lost 
your children to war, to disease, or the like. 

 

 Buy at least one blanket in your mother’s honor.  Let me be more specific, as I am asking you as you are 
able to buy more than one blanket.  Let us say that last year you spent $75 on flowers.  This year buy fifteen 
blankets in your mother’s name...in her honor.  If you can only buy one, that is fine.  Think about honoring 
your mother!  Consider doing this for your mother and in her name. 

 

 To quote from Church World Service, “A simple truth: Ordinary things – things that we often take for 
granted like blankets…  clean water…education…tents…garden tools…seeds—can make a world of       
difference for people devastated by tragedy, as well as those working to build a better life for themselves 
and their communities.” 

 

 When you were born to your parents, you were a gift from God to them.  They baptized you and, in that 
baptism, they gave you back to God promising to raise you up as a caring loving Christian.  What better 
way to honor or memorialize these offerings than by caring for people in need. 

 

 Now my second challenge is that you fill the flower chart in the narthex.  Allow this church to be a place of 
celebration and of great joy.  Give your flowers (and blankets) to the glory of God. 

 

 I enjoy the fragrance of flowers so much.  I leave it for you to tell me.  What does the smell of a clean  
blanket mean to someone who has nothing?  You and I may never know.  The people who receive the    
blankets will. 
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�What a glorious Easter we have just experienced!  From the celebrative Palm Sunday services to the 
solemnity of Holy Week to the joyous commemoration of our Lord’s rising – I believe that all of us 
are in a different place because of these events!  So many people were involved in each of these     
happenings:  thank you so much to the children who passed out the palms on Palm Sunday, to the 
creators of “The Tomb”, to all who had any part in the Seder Meal on Maundy Thursday, to those 
who participated in the Good Friday service at St. James Church, to the Gawlak Family for their  
excellent brass music on Easter Sunday (a special thanks to Erin, who sang “In the Garden”!), to 
Karen Hummel and God’s Kids for the beautiful Easter decorations inside and outside the church, to 
the Chancel Choir who sang for both services on Easter, and to Pastor Jim for his messages of hope 
and promise! 

Now spring is really here!!       joanne 

�Below is the recipe for the Haroset that was served during the Seder meal: 
 
 6 dates, pitted      2 Granny Smith apples 
 ½  C whole almonds      ½ C walnuts 
 1 t. ginger       1 T. cinnamon 
 1 T honey       1 T lemon juice 
 1 T sweet red wine  
 
 Peel, core, and slice apples. Mix everything but the wine in a food processor until ingredients are 
coarsely chopped (not very long).  Add enough wine to hold the mixture together, but it shouldn’t be 
sloppy.  Keep refrigerated. 

 

The family of Edith Friebis         
acknowledges with grateful        
appreciation the kind expression of 
your  sympathy. 

     Thank you for making a difficult 
time in our family easier and spe-
cial. 

 Joe Friebis, Sue Courteau, 
Diane Albert,  Wayne and Donald 
Friebis and all the kids 
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NURSERY GEAR 

 Have you been hearing the joyful noise of babies 
crying in our sanctuary lately?  We have growing 
young families joining us and we have need for    
gently used baby cribs, crib sheets, changing tables, 
toy chests, toys and story books.  If you have any of 
these and would like to donate them to HPC, please 
call one of the Christian Education Committee    
members (Guy Hummel, Dave Bortel, Elyse Perry, 
Diane Hall, Shari Gallagher, Anne Nelson, Donna 
Beach, Cindy Hardin, Kristen DellaPenta). 

 

 

Spring is Finally Here! 

 Spring has arrived and with it the urge to clean 
house, de-clutter and simplify. Hamburg Presbyte-
rian Church will be having a rummage sale! HPC’s     
Mission Committee and new scout Venture Crew 
177 will be holding a rummage sale on May 16th. 
Please gather any surplus “treasures” or used but 
saleable items for the rummage sale. Items may be 
dropped off in Fellowship Hall behind the wooden 
room     divider. Pick-up of large or bulk items may 
be        arranged by calling the church office. Thank 
you for your support! 

   HPC Mission Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rummage Sale 

Saturday, May 16, 2009 
Regular Sale 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

Bag Sale 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

 

Sandwich Sunday  
 Have you ever had good intentions to bring        
sandwiches on the third Sunday of the month for 
Sandwich Sunday and then shown up for church,   
realizing that you forgot to make them?  Would a  
reminder be helpful?  If you text or email and would 
like a reminder about Sandwich Sunday a few days 
ahead, please text or email Lisa Cimorelli at         
341-4251 or lisagrace23@yahoo.com  She will 
then put you on the list to get a reminder each 
month.  
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 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 

APRIL 26TH & MAY 3RD  

 

    REFORMATION 101 or ARE YOU A 
CALVINIST AND DID NOT KNOW IT?  - 
Basic overview of the history of the Christian 
Church with emphasis on the Reformation 
that shaped our religion.  This is a two hour 
course that merely scrapes the surface of 
multiple years of deep study of church       
history and theological reflection.  This is a 
thumbnail outline.  It is meant to introduce, 
or re-introduce you to names, terminology 
and ideas that shaped what it means to be a 
Presbyterian.  Hopefully you will be able to 
recognize some ideas and wish to learn more 
on your own, or possibly in a more intense 
adult Christian education setting next year.  
Some of you who attend will know more than 
the instructor and add to the dynamics of  
discussion.  It is to wet our collective           
appetites to understand our denomination’s 
theology.  How do we differ from            
Methodists?  What is the Great Commission?  
What makes up the Constitution of the 
PCUSA?  Were the 12 Disciples known by 
their contemporaries as Christians?  Is 
Arminianism from Armenia?  Is T.U.L.I.P. 
something Calvin grew in his garden?  Can 
you pick out who is part of the “Frozen   
Chosen” in our church?  Are you              
theologically linked to a Puritan?  Sola  
Scriptura?  Can you make it to heaven 
through “good works” or an “indulgence”?  
Will you attend because of your “Free Will” 
or “Predestination”?  How many of you are 
elders and deacons and know all these        
answers? 

Guy Hummel 

�

From our CE Coordinator 
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Mission House or Mystery House? 

     Do you know that, without fanfare, our 
Mission House has already been used in the 
past year by about 250 people per month?  It 
is designed for both small and larger groups 
of 25 - 30 people, such as the Scout Venture 
Crew 177 every week, two Sunday school 
classes each week, one morning women’s 
circle each month during the spring and fall 
and five small groups meeting twice a month 
on different nights of the week.  The house 
has also been used for special receptions and 
showers, Christmas cookie exchange, retreats, 
committee meetings and special women’s 
gatherings.  Our Mission House has also been 
used to house church families in emergencies 
as well as visiting missionaries and other 
dignitaries.  Literacy Volunteers to the 
Southtowns has been open for one-on-one 
training for those who request it. The 
opportunities are many!  Bring on the 
trumpets and let everybody know! 

     A gardening group is planning a prayer 
and meditation garden in the back yard where 
a concert was held.  Church picnics are now 
held there too.  Perhaps some youth group 
would like to paint the front door in bright 
welcoming colors. 

     It is easy to plan ahead to use the house - 
just speak to a member of the Mission 
Committee or call the church office for 
scheduling. 

  Winnie Bergner                         
  for the Mission Committee 

Co-chairpersons - Tom Conway and Janie 
Smith 

Committee members - Winnie Bergner, 
Nancy Brogan, Sharon Fisk, Dudley 
Hollenbeck and Sue Robinson.  
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Abitibi Paper Retriever®  
Paper Recycling Program 

 

It’s springtime, so while cleaning around your 
house, why not fund-raise too?  HPC has a 
new recycling bin, for paper, located in the 
Union Street area of the parking lot 
so…..give a hoot, don’t pollute.  Use the HPC 
bin instead!  Help your church go green.  We 
start earning funds after the first ton! 

What can be put in the bin? - catalogs, 
magazines, newspapers, junk mail, office 
paper, fax paper, notebooks, folders. NO 
CARDBOARD OR PHONEBOOKS 
Please! 

Can I put cereal boxes, chipboard, milk 
cartons, soda cartons, or food cartons of 
any kind in the bin? - No. We cannot 
recycle the above items to make newsprint. 
We cannot accept any paper from the 
bathroom or the kitchen to recycle. 

  Thank you                     
  Joanne Reed for the Trustees                        
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We welcome Jim Currie to HPC.  Jim is the new custodian who began work on Tuesday 
and will be working Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Be sure to 
introduce yourself! 

 

MAY FELLOWSHIP HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

May 3  Nominating & Personnel 
May 10 Financial Management 
May 17 Trustees 
May 24 PW - Ruth and Hannah 
May 31 Worship & Music 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note the change in our website address -   
there has merely been the removal of a     ( . ) 

 
The new address is: 

 
hamburgpresbychurch.org  

 
Please change your records. 

 
 

Thanks to Jim Lewis for the update. 
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The next Haiti medical mission trip will be June 29 thru July 10, 2009. We 
are looking for doctors, nurses, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, an 
EMT, pharmacist, and support staff. There will also be an educational team 
and we are seeking pre-school teachers, a male and female health educator, 
plus support staff that have a heart for children. If you are interested please 
talk to Sue Robinson (649-9034) 
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PW SUMMER GATHERING 

Sunday, June 7, at 3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 
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    2  Kim Van Tine-McAlpine 
    2 Karl Walker 
    3 Brett Fisk 
    4 Catherine Knauss 
    4 Clare Stahl 
    6 Greg McAlpine 
    7 Jevene Osborne 
    9 Benjamin Brucker 
    9 Jared Brucker 
    9 Elizabeth Robinson 
    9 Joe Smith 
  10 Nathan Conway 
  12 Jared Bortel 
  13 Beth Grabar 
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  16 Adam Lanfear 
  17 Melissa Obenshain 
  18 Janice Mouw 
*19 Doris Chalfant 
  19 Polly Ferro 
  20 Nicholas Richardson 
  22 Joanne Bickel 
  23 Aidan Brodie 
  24 Joyce Huen 
*24 Geneva McRobert 
  26 Wayne Arcangel 
  26  Christopher Burns 
  28 Anna Pap 
  29 Jack Gunning 
  29 Matthew Richardson 
  29 Eric Webster 
  31 Timmy Connelly 
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