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Hamburg Presbyterian Church

Dear Friends,

Do you remember decades ago the cartoon chamofmye? He would go
around singing the mantra, “I am what | am and’shatl that | am. I'm
Popeye, the sailor man.” It reminds me, as we vieerpreting the second
survey from Natural Church Development, that | malde comment that |
really believe that God wants us to be authentic.

So often we buy the clothes that we see others Bugm our likes to the likes

of our loved ones, including children and grandiigih, we are all subject to

comparing what other people buy or wear or similg.| A great movie comes

out and we want to see it. To top that off we linea world that often has us

rationalize our thoughts. For example, we wanbéopeace advocates yet we
watch death and violence for recreation on telewisi

What does it mean for you to be authentic as ymiess your faith?

Without any cute or pat answers | want to sugtiedtthere are two paramount
issues that must be addressed to be authentist, fiere is the realization that
you and | as individuals are not perfect. | carspak for you but as for me |
have found a flaw or two or three within me. | aret assuming that you have
found the same within yourself.

Second, since you and | are not perfect and weeethis, we can be thankful
that our God is perfecting us as our life moveséod. That is right! The

perfect One calls us forth and, as hard as wewveyare not perfect. Now this is
no excuse to do whatever we want or to live sldippfu We are called to

emulate Jesus, the One who only knew our sin bedaislid not sin himself.

So next time you want to be an authentic Christignbeing like Jesus to the
world around you. If that is too stark a reality fyou, take on a mission
opportunity in Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit enrich you this Lenten season.

| Thank Our God for Youl!

Ay

The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor
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“Two Mission Stories from the Music World”

Having just returned from a very successful misgrg to Haiti, | would like to share two missistories,
one of which happened in Haiti, and the other amestence of former Honduras mission trips.

A familiar Honduran name to our congregation is BsnRamirez. Our church has most generously been
supporting don Tomas (‘don’ is a term of respecEpanish, like our Mr., or Sir) for many yearseev
before Hurricane Mitch destroyed his home and lassin A few facts about him: he is a wonderful
husband, father, and grandfather; he works verg With the CURE organization as a spiritual leaaied
assistant; he was a former worker with the Chégbanana plantations until they cut back on thabers

of workers; he has been learning English and paalsand understand more each year; he is alag bei
financially supported by a church in Alabama. THERE organization does not pay nearly enough for do
Tomas to support his family, so | am very gratéfiat we here at HPC are able to give him finantogb.

My second story involves a person known to mostoaf — Molly Golando, our former CE Director. This
story took place on the last day of our clinicla House of David in Tommasin, Haiti. Typically tre
last day the North Americans give gifts to the stators who have worked so hard alongside us diiniag
week. The translator who had been with Molly wagrieat need of a new pair of shoes. So, on Thyrsd
afternoon after clinic was finished and we werekpag up, Molly gave her “old” pair of sneakers terh
translator. This was about 4:30 in the afternodfe had all been invited to a missionary’s homedianer
that evening. Molly had assumed that we would degyback to the hotel after clinic and before @inn
Wrong! We went directly to Anne’s home, up in tiheuntains and inaccessible by truck for the lage mi
which meant that we had to walk in, on very unegeund, hilly with large rocks and holes; and wd ta
walk out also! So after dinner here’s Molly and making the trek up the hill to the truck — Molly her
socks and | with my asthma — we were a pair!! Thgmédness her son Greg took pity on her and raacahe
to the truck to get another pair of shoes for h@mfone of the other team members who was alreathel
truck (now this team member was also “shoeless’phly until Molly got back to the truck). Justaher
instance where the Bible verse, “do these to thstlef my brethren, and you do it to me” comesedliv
Thank you, Molly! joanne

5o p
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The Worship and Music committee is looking for soitheas in planning some new, dynamic, portions of
our worship services. Have some ideas along thosg? If so, talk to Blair Webster about bringiyaur
ideas to the Worship and Music committee. You tdbave to make a long term commitment to the
committee, and the committee does meet in the pgenf you can't attend daytime Worship Planning
meetings. Bring your ideas to help improve ourshiu service!



NEWS FROM THE DEACONS

January was a busy month for the Deacons! 165
people were served at Friends of the Night People,
and over 200 sandwiches were taken to St. Luke’s
Mission of Mercy.

On Sunday, March 15 your help is needed! We will
. o _ be making sandwiches from 10:00-10:30 (between
hen life’s really difficult, it helps to have peepl g nqay School and worship), and also during the

like you to lean on. Coffee Hour. Please bring sandwich-making supplies:
bread, lunchmeat, peanut butter, jelly, mustardl an
hank you for making bread. Thank you!

a hard time easier.

Thanks for the fruit basket, the plant and all fhed The Deacons would like to thank Amanda Cimorelli
that was prepared for me and my family. for her service as a Deacon. She finished her term
January. It is so nice to have teens involved in
Marcella Toney Deacons, and we love having them participate in the

: _ work of the church!
Caregivers,

Many thanks to this group for the delicious mealReminder: Greeters are needed! Please sign iein t
provided during my re-hab. !\larthex. Families and singles are Welc_:o_me. It's so
_ important to greet our members and visitors before

Bob McKenzie worship. Please consider being a greeter!

MISSING! MISSING! MISSING! Lastly, the Deacons leave you with a few thougints
prayer. In these tough economic times, prayer,calon

Black leather zippered pouch containing churahith action, can work wonders. Perhaps you have
visitor information missing from cabinet in fronf orecently lost a loved one, or have become
elevator (tag on cabinet says “Evangelism, CIAT) unemployed. Maybe you (or someone you know) are
found, please contact Lamont Beers. worried about paying bills, or having enough fodfl.
that is the case, please call Shari Gallagher at

648-5598. She will put your name on the Prayer
Progressive Dinner Coming in April! Chain. At your request, she will also contact Dydle
Hollenbeck (Deacons Chairperson) to see if theee ar

The date is April 25th. This will be a wonderfupny ways the Deacons may help. Dudley will keep all
opportunity to introduce some friends to OUnhformation confidential.

congregation, to get to know newer members better,

or to renew acquaintances with older members inagso Deacons would like to offer something new. At
relaxed setting. Watch for more details in theiApihe end of each Deacons meeting, we will have a tim
newsletter. of prayer. If you would like to come, and have the
Deacons pray for you or a loved one, you are
welcome to join us. Our next meetings are on March
3 and April 7. We will offer prayer at 8:00 p.m. on
both of those evenings.

Lamont Beers for Church Life

Katy Webster




Association of Presbyterian Church Educators
“A Light to the Nations”
San Antonio, TX Jan. 28-31, 2009

I will attempt to share with you the value of adleng this year's APCE conference. It was a path o
which God led me, but | was never alone becauseWwK was in your thoughts and prayers. | was @&lso
the company of about 1000 educators, volunteetspastors. | felt | belonged.

| attended two workshopm new, what do | doandYouth Mission Trips A-ZBoth were led by
experienced teachers who shared information, gaelaand love. The first workshop will help in
organizing my office space and all the resourcefawe scattered around the church. Itis my désire
lead our youth in a mission trip within New Yorkglsummer. So the second class | attended withbst
helpful.

Each day included a worship service led by D.erbrt Nelson and a plenary session led by Rev. Dr.
Eileen Lindner. Both are wonderful speakers. Whidntheme “A Light to the Nations,” this is what |
gleaned from the worship services:

You are chosen.

The Jesus question- “What can | do for you?”- camjbplied in my relationships.
We are stewards of the Light.

Get out of your comfort zone to serve Christ.

We were all blessed by these two inspiring speakers

Now what would a Presbyterian Conference be witfmod? | attended a regional dinner, deserteet t
Cultural Center, and the awards dinner on the fingit. | enjoyed the food and the company.

| want to thank HPC for your support. Let uskedlstewards of the Light.

Cindy Hardin

Christian Education Coordinator



We Believe Workshop for March
The Great Dinner
Luke 14:5-24

March 8- March 29, 2009
Sunday Morning 9:00

Because of our busy lives, the practice of sitiogin and sharing a meal and conversation
with our family is a lost art in our society. BuatJesus’time, dinnertime was a major social
event to be engaged in and enjoyed. This montibke Btory is the parable of the Great
Dinner. Itis a story of accepting God'’s invitatioThis offer of salvation should always
have priority in our lives.

Something to Remember:

“Then the master said to the slave, ‘Go out into th roads and lanes, and compel people
to come in, so that my house may be filled.” Luké4: 23

What we will learn:

Identify ourselves as people who have been invited join Jesus at the table.
Consider how we might say yes to God.
Think about whom God invites.

Learn about and practice the spiritual discipline known as “breath prayer.”

What is Happening in We Believe Workshops

Prepare for and enjoy a simple party.
Make a banner inviting people to come to God’s GrdaDinner.
Make invitations to a party.

Use breath prayers as they set a table for a meal.

PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN — THEY ARE ALL INVITED.
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE FOR INFANTS TO AGE 2
SUNDAY SCHOOL AVAILABLE FOR AGES 3 AND 4



++FUNERAL RECEPTIONS++

As a mission outreach to our church familyBSBYTERIAN WOMEN are offering bereavement
receptions for our church members after funeralises held at HPC. On request we will arrange gpk&m
reception in the church lounge or fellowship halbawill provide an assortment of cookies and hat an
cold beverages.

Should families desire a more elaborate reoefi.e. deli platters, finger sandwiches, cateneehls)
the responsibility for providing the food, papeogucts, eating utensils etc, will fall upon the fiaes
according to their special needs. Our ladies vi@tty set up, help serve and clean up after theptsan.

Please, let the Pastor know if you are in nefedur assistance when you make funeral arrangemen
with HPC.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN Coordinating Team

MARCH FELLOWSHIP HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

March 1 Session (snack)
March 8 Deacons (beverage)
March 15 PW - Ruth and Hannah (beverage)
March 22 Worship & Music (beverage) 'g
March 29 Caregivers and Parish Nurses (beverage 0
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Dear Church Family,

| am so excited to report to you about our receission trip to Haiti. There is so much to sharéthwou. The
Buffalo team of Joanne Hollenbeck, Sue Rich, Maty8ardinia, Molly Golando and her son Gregory,ever
wonderful additions to the team. There was a titalxteen people on the team and they poured thigesinto
serving the Haitian people and God answered yaaygps for our protection and guidance. Here aréijidights
of our trip.

We arrived at the clinic at 8:00 am Saturday nmaggrand found it to be a bee-hive of activity. Ab80tHaitian
workers were working hard at getting it ready far arrival. The progress made in the clinic sineeeJwas
thrilling. The ceramic tile floor had been laid dlmghout 90% of the clinic, the exam rooms weretplasl and
painted, and the iron work windows and doors westailed. We spent the day setting up the pharraadyfirst
aid areas, and to our delight the clinic was seantbwe were able to leave everything there ovathiye had
never been able to do that before.

We ran four clinics while we were there, seeingra400 patients. Because of the generous outpoafibgC we
were able to: feed the patients a sandwich andk dtithe clinic each day; give 30 infants a six kgesupply of
iron fortified baby rice cereal and powdered méky pay for several patients to get X rays andtimhdl medical
help. Your money also allowed us to purchase akel wath us over-the-counter medications, includingnatal
vitamins which we distributed to the expectant reaghthat came to the clinic.

While we were in Haiti, we received word that tumtainer of furnishings and equipment for theiclimad
arrived safely in Port-au-Prince. The process tirggthe container through customs has begun. ddmsainer is
being made possible by mission money ear-marked H&C’s Capital Fund Campaign.

The special ongoing blood pressure clinic, which>n Robinson started when he was in Haiti thrareer of
2007, continues to be successful and many of theria now have their blood pressure under control.

There are several specific things you can be pggigr:

the container of furnishings and supplies for tl@cgets processed through customs in a timelgmea
and everything makes it up the mountain to thdclin

a 15 year old Haitian boy named Paul Davidson wase larought to the clinic by his parents with a very
severe heart condition. The doctor in Haiti hascaigd he needs surgery to survive; however, this
particular surgery is not available in Haiti. Weradegun the process to see if we can locate & hear
surgeon and hospital that will perform the surgarthe U.S. free of charge. If we can, the Haitian
government will issue a medical visa for Paul tmedo our country for the surgery. Please be pgafon
God to open doors for this to happen. If you recaVeral years ago, we prayed for a young boy dame
Wandy, who was burned severely. Shriner’s Hospit&8loston accepted Wandy and he received skin
grafts and treatment there.

In closing, | want to thank you for your prayerslasupport of Functional Literacy Ministry/Haiti.od truly have
reached out to the village of Thomassin, Haiti god are making a difference in the lives of theglean that
village. Thanks for being good neighbors!

In Christ’s love,

Sue Robinson



overturn the prohibition; that would take effectyoth
STATED PRESBYTERY MEETING the proposed amendment gets ratified by the mgjorit

of presbyteries.)
TO BE HELD MARCH 28TH

Pastor Burton and Elder Hummel (commissioned by
session) are entitled to cast votes on this amendme

On Saturday March #8at 10 am, the Presbytery will
meet at Wayside Presbyterian Church, Hamburg,
NY. On the agenda will be voting on Amendments to
the Constitution. This will include a proposed
amendment to change the text of G-6.0106b
regarding the ordination of officers. This hasrbae

controversial subject for the church. An affirmati - 1234 21, $
vote on this amendment by a majority of the $
PCUSA'’s 173 presbyteries is needed to delete the ) #5

following standard:

“Those who are called to office in the churchtare
lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in comiity
to the historic confessional standards of the diurc
Among those standards is the requirement to live
either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage 46236
between a man and a woman (W-4.9001), or chastity $

in singleness. Persons refusing to repent of alfy s
acknowledged practice which the confessions call si
shall not be ordained and/or installed as deacons,

elders, or ministers of the Word and Sacrament.” 8 T8

It would be replaced by:

“Those who are called to ordained service in the
church, by their assent to the constitutional qaest
for ordination and installation (W-4.4003), pledge |n the event that the

themselves to live lives obedient to Jesus CHrest t church buﬂdmg is closedﬁg‘]

Head of the Church, striving to follow where hedea [~
through the witness of the Scriptures, and to in inclement weather, all
understand the Scriptures through the instruction o scheduled meetings anu

the Confessions. In so doing, they declare their . .
fidelity to the standards of the Church. Each events are cancelled InCIUdmg

governing body charged with examination for committees, circles, AA and Al Anon.
ordination and/or installation (G-14.0240 and G-  Please tune to any of the local
14.0450) establishes the candidate’s sincere sffort ‘o . _

adhere to these standards ” television _statlons 2, 4 or 7 as our
) e that the G | AssembIvs votd tHPC closings and cancellations will

ease note that the General Assembly’s votden .

above proposed amendment also included the be reported there. Snow and ice
directive to rescind all Authoritative Interpretats to  removal on area roads as well as
the Constitution, dating back to 1978, that haatest ground the bu”ding may not have

that homosexual practice is not compatible with
ordained service in the denomination. The been done and we care about your

elimination of this interpretive language does not Safety.
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and one of them is.......

The Rev. David Diercksen [www.pcusa.org/missioncomations/profiles/diercksend] is serving
along the border between the United States and Mexo at Puentes de Cristo, one of six sites
of the Presbyterian Border Ministry. Puentes de Crsto’'s work is concentrated along
Mexico’s northeastern boundary with the United Stags.

The Presbyterian Border Ministry is a joint ministry between the PC(USA) and the National
Presbyterian Church of Mexico. Diercksen is the U.Scoordinator for the Puentes De Cristo
site.

Working closely with his Mexican Presbyterian couterpart, Diercksen will facilitate the
work of the numerous mission teams that visit the erder region each year.

A minister member of Pittsburgh Presbytery, Dierclsen has served congregations in
Pennsylvania, New York and Maine. Most recently hewvas pastor and head of staff at
Heritage Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh.

Diercksen earned a bachelor’'s degree from Westmitex College in New Wilmington, PA, a
Master of Divinity degree from Princeton Theologicd Seminary in Princeton, NJ, and a
Master of Education degree from the University of Rtsburgh.

Diercksen is being accompanied by his wife, Nadine his new ministry.

v Habitat for Humanity-

Building up Buffalo! One House, Oramily At A Time!

DID YOU KNOW that you can help Habitat for Humanhkuild more houses without lifting a hammer - by
donating items such as: large and small appliantesiture, windows, doors, cabinetry, landscaping
materials and equipment OR you can shop or wotke&t ReSTORE (501 Amherst St., at the corner of
Bush, between Elmwood and Grant --the back dodChall them at 852-6607 (store) or 839-3053 for
assistance and/or to pick up items.

Habitat for Humanity establishes partnerships am@uy’s people to give a helping hand to familie®wh
otherwise would be unable to achieve their drearovafiership of a simple, decent, affordable homa in
safe environment.

Houses are sold at no profit, and no interest. aB& call for information or to volunteer or to ddea
materials.

"#1"#
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

To all who worship at Hamburg Presbyterian Chufgteetings in the name of Jesus Christ!
This year, as the One Great Hour of Sharing celebrits 68 anniversary, we will be looking at what
many of our world's poorest will be facing over tiext year. This year's them&here Is Your Treasure?,
comes from Jesus' reminder in Matthew 6 that wieatreasure is where we center our hearts.
His warning not to place our faith in earthly tneges so vulnerable to rust and thievery, seemscéespe
appropriate as we watch the failure of financiatitations in which millions placed their trust. |Adre
affected in one way or another, but our pooresthems and sisters most of all and their need tallss
with new urgency.
These times call for a renewed commitment. To hedet both the increased physical needs of the igorld
poorest and our own spiritual need to refocus aroaun real treasure, please prayerfully consideatwiou
can do. This may mean that another girl can goctma instead of walking four miles a day carrying
water, a family has enough food to eat two mealayain the months before harvest, or a single niathe
start a business to support her three children.
Jesus' message was startling — that love and hyraile more powerful and enriching than any of the
world's power and riches. In the generosity of stgaGGod's love and blessing—qgiving them away-- veg s
alive, while assuming that we are intended to kiben for ourselves leads to insatiable hunger forem
and cuts us off from our brothers and sisters.
Walk with us this month as we learn more about@nhe Great Hour of Sharing and search for where our
treasure is.

Janie Smith and your Mission Committee

Highlights from Presbytery Meeting

The January #7meeting of the Presbytery of Western New York Inegih an inspiring worship led by
staff of Kenmore Presbyterian Church, which hosiedThere were a number of items on the docket,
including the approval of Janita Byars as Poetrah$formation for our Presbytery. She attended hprs
at HPC February 5and will be involved in various events in the fietuAn Administrative Committee
was appointed to assist the Lewiston Presbyterfamrd¢d to help restore unity to that congregatioit as
deals with conflict within. In another matter, iavannounced that the Erie County Supreme Court has
ruled that the Lancaster Presbyterian Church'sgotpjs held in trust for the benefit and use & th
Presbyterian Church USA, according to the Book afeD. Please keep these congregations, and all our
sister churches in your prayers.

More details can be found on the Presbytergissite:www.pbywny.org

Janie Smith



ADULT EDUCATION OFFERINGS DURING THE LENTEN SEASON

Make Wednesday evenings and Adult Sunday Schoal dagart of this year's Lenten observance. Legirsewith
Ash Wednesday (February™5

The early Christian church used the forty daysiseResurrection Sunday (Easter Aprilas a time of training and
renewal of believers about thinking and living alri€tians. It is again time to revisit the acceuof Christ's
suffering, death and resurrection! Take advantzfgthese adult education Lenten opportunities &ftection and

change!

Wedday Evenings during Lent (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday Feb 5  7:00 pm Ash Wednesdayr$tigp Service

Wednesday Mar 4th 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm SuBpéwWhat are Spiritual Disciplines”

Wednesday Mar 11th  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm SufpéS8piritual Disciplines for different Personalis”
Wednesday Mar 18th  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm Sufpéwhat's So Spiritual About Gratitude”
Wednesday Mar 25th  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm Sufpéiournaling”

Wednesday Apr 1st 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm SwugpéStart Living More Simply”

Wednesday April8  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm Supper & “The SpiritLie and Vacations”

There will be sign up sheets in the narthex sbwieamay plan on number of attendees for light supmd those in
need of child care at each session from Maftto4April 8"..

Adult Sunday School Hour (9 am to 10:15 am) dutirgt (Lounge)

Sunday Mar 1 Continue Book Study of “Why | Refuse to Leadying Church”
Sunday Mar 8rh  Complete Book Study of “Whydf&se to Lead a Dying Church”
Sunday Mar 18 Begin Film Study of “The Passion of the Ctiris

Sunday Mar 22 Film Study of “The Passion of the Christ”

Sunday Mar 28 Film Study of “The Passion of the Christ”

Sunday Apr 8 Complete Film Study of “The Passion of @teist”

Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” has beentroversial since its release. Some criticerclais not an
authentic portrayal, it is anti-Semitic and it has much graphic violence. Supporters claim iler@d an unvarnished
view of Christ’s sacrifice. It is rated “R” and tn@commended for anyone younger than 18. Ultimdtt@rovokes
serious discussion among Christians. We will uB€BSA study guide
www.pcusa.org/today/media/passion/passionguidegtf scripture to review the 120 minute movieoarf(30
minute) sessions, ending on Palm Sunday.

(Library/Meeting Room adjacent to Lounge)

A Bible Study group continues to meet at the stime in the Library/Meeting room adjacent to theuhge. All are
welcome to join this group at any time.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, SUGGESTIONS OR COMMENTABOUT ADULT CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION, PLEASE TALK WITH ANY OF THE MEMBERS OF HE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE (Shari Gallagher; Elyse Perry; Diane H&lhne Nelson; Kristin DellaPenta; Donna Beach;
CEC Cindy Hardin; Elder Dave Bortel; Elder Guy Huein



March Birthdays

2  Edith Beatty (90)

2 Nicole Bethge

2 Pat Smith

3 Dawn Sauda

4  Kristi Davis

4  Emily Szczublewski
6 Tyler Bortel
6

6

7

7

7

8

Weston Ferro
JoAnne Reed

Joyce Huen'’s friends, Sharon and Joe John Blood
. Leanne Howe
Richard Monckton Gail Wheaton
Cheryl and Mike Weyand’s grandson, Joshua * Annette Dorsheimer(93)
Connie Creveling 9  Kathryn Griffin
Gail Wheaton 10 Sue Ganey
Lyn Rivers 11 Rebecca Reed

) 12  Joshua Howe
Yvonne.MlchaeIs 14  Yvonne Michaels

Wendy Zimmerman 14  Dick Reynolds

17 Dave Coleman

17 Matt Lanfear

17  Dorothy Matrrelli

19 Chase Bortel

20 Jakson Ross

21  Claire Conway

21  Ken Walker

28 Nicholas Nelson

29  Aaron Pickel

29 Lyn Rivers

31 Rachel Reed

HSY6&' V()



HPC HAS A BRAND NEW BOILER!

Thanks to the Trustees of HPC, and especially WagnHines who headed the project and
stayed on top of all the final “tweaking” needed toget it up and running smoothly, the new boiler
installation has reached completion.

Thanks also to the workers who were very consideta of the fact that we have a living church
with people coming and going. They very consideraly timed the noisy running of jack hammers
and cement saws as they did some of the periphenabrk necessary to assure the new boiler runs
most efficiently.

NO MORE.......
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