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Today is Wednesday, two days after I put Dr. Melva Costen on a plane back home to Atlanta, GA.  
The memories of our special weekend celebrating our many diversities of culture, race, creed, are 
continuing to flood back – wonderful memories of a spirit-filled worship service celebrating the life 
and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King,  Saturday morning workshops in which Muslim leaders      
dialogued with Christian believers and a Korean and an African American shared cultural and      
religious beliefs,  a Sunday afternoon full of diversity of faiths, music, and cultures,  and a pot-luck 
supper like no other with all of those delicious foods from countries all over the world!  How special 
can it get?!!! 

Many, MANY thanks to the committee that put everything together – without those special people 
(chairperson Jean Coffey, Marilyn Monckton, Cindy Ferguson, Shelly Ring, Marci Toney, Wendy 
Zimmerman, Lois Cavanagh, and Jim Burton)  the weekend wouldn’t have happened.  To Don     
Baltes, who made sure it all ran smoothly and that everyone could be heard;  to Dr. Mary Lee Talbot 
from our WNY Presbytery, who made sure that the presbytery was involved; to our Chancel Choir, 
who knew the music so well as to lead the rest of the choir;  and especially to Melva Costen, who 
shared her expertise in music and her love of people with us all.  She made us want to sing, even if 
some of us really weren’t singers; and some of us even moved a bit with the songs!! 

I challenge you – actually, I challenge all of us – to continue the energy and open-ness that was     
happening that weekend:  to treat each person as an equal, to continue to participate and not just sit 
back,  and to continue the new friendships that we made!  Life is short, and I realized this morning 
that it’s a whole lot easier to be accepting and loving than it is to fight and make wars.  Let’s make 
life easy!!!!!!                               Joanne  
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
�

                                    MUSIC 
�

�

Director of Music Position 
      Recruitment efforts are under way to find a Director of Music to lead the HPC music ministry team.  Our 
beloved Joanne has chosen to serve in the position of accompanist, so we are looking for someone with a  
degree in Music or a closely related field to serve twenty hours per week in the DOM  position.  Music    
ministry is a vital and important part of worship at HPC, so if you know of a potential  candidate, please    
encourage them to forward a resume to the church office, or share your comments and suggestions with any 
member of the selection team - Karen Hummel, Chris Gawlak, Tom Rivers, Jeff Leyonmark and myself. 

 Corrine Arcangel 
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MANY VOICES ~ ONE SPIRIT 

CELEBRATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY 
THROUGH MUSIC 

 

 We had two great workshops on January 17 and a 
terrific massed choir on January 18 ~ thanks to 
Melva Costen and the three gentlemen from the 
Muslim Public Affairs Council.  Joanne Hollenbeck 
was behind the scenes, and what an awesome job 
she did.  Thanks to our committee for all their   
dedicated time and assistance and to the others who 
helped on Sunday with the potluck dinner – which 
was fabulous.  Thank you ~ Shelly Ring, Cindy          
Ferguson, Lois Cavanagh, Wendy Zimmerman, 
Marci Toney, Marilyn Monckton, Marion      
Thompson, Christel Beers, Ginny Jansen, Lorraine 
Wilson, Edie Beatty, Sharon and Jeff Fisk. 

 

 Thanks for a job well done, and Thanks be to God! 

 Jean E. Coffey, Chairperson 

 

 

Biblical Gardens Small Group�
�
      After putting the gardens (and gardeners) to rest 
for a short winter break, our small group will begin 
meeting in February to resume our study of plants 
mentioned in the Bible.  We will also work on a  
Biblical garden design for M.O.M. that will display 
nature's glory while providing opportunity for quiet 
meditation and spiritual reflection.  
     Hopefully, before too long we will see the       
beginnings of our fall endeavor peeking thru the 
snow. 
      Come join us on February 11th at 7:00 p.m.  
Everyone is welcome to join in the study and       
fellowship.  Meetings will be held on the second  
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at M.O.M. 
  
Corrine Arcangel 

FROM CINDY HARDIN - CE COORDINATOR 

To keep the parents and children of HPC informed 
of the upcoming Bible stories in the WE Believe 
Workshop, I will prepare a flyer each month. 

 

NEWS FROM THE DEACONS 
           
            Deacons ordained on January 25th are Lisa 
Cimorelli, Shari Gallagher, Tricia Harrigan, Anne 
Nelson and Katy Webster.  Mary Rey, having been 
ordained already, was installed for a second three 
year term. 
            Mary Rey is the new chairperson for Feast 
for Friends which continues on the fourth Sunday of 
the month.  Casseroles, salad fixings and servers are 
always needed.  Please sign up in the narthex. 
            Lisa Cimorelli will chair Sandwich Sunday.  
Bring your sandwiches to church on the third     
Sunday of the month when they will be delivered to 
St. Luke’s. 
            The Prayer Chain continues under the    
leadership of Shari Gallagher.  Should you have a 
request for prayer, or want to participate on the 
Prayer Chain, call Lynn at the office (649-1970) or 
contact Shari at 648-5598.  (If a man answers,  it is 
the machine so please leave a message.) 
            The Deacons thank retiring Deacons Donna 
Beach, Christel Beers, Diane Hall and Sandy Smith 
for their loyalty and service. 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 15, 2009 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Watch for the sign-up sheet for the UNYTS 
(Upstate New York Transplant Services) blood 
drive at HPC. 
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Many Voices, One Spirit 
 A memorable weekend made possible by a dedicated committee team and the coming together of 
community!  We have many to thank.  I wish everyone I know could have attended. 

 The workshops enriched and enlightened all present.  Our brothers from the Muslim Public Affairs 
Council of  WNY were very gracious as they shared their stories and came as peacemakers.  Dr. Melva 
Costen is an absolute delight, a beautiful, well educated, down to earth, Soul Sister.  We were blessed with 
all our guests! 

 The music portion, Celebrating Cultural Diversity Through Music was a major success.  We had a 
large choir under the direction of Dr. Costen, with lots of help from Joanne Hollenbeck, Wendy 
Zimmerman and Marci Toney  and the music was breathtaking. 

 To complete the affair, a delicious ethnic potluck supper was shared in our Fellowship Hall - the 
icing on the cake! 

 With heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to our music professionals, our head chairlady, Jean 
Coffey, HPC and all of the other churches and choir members in attendance.  Pastor Jim and Marianne, we 
thank God for you both!  Thanks to Lois Cavanagh for her great artistic talent, Cindy Rotino-Ferguson, Don 
Baltes, Sharon and Jeff Fisk, our best worker bees and Marilyn Monckton our social director.  If I’ve 
forgotten to mention someone who helped, I’m sorry but know that you were important to our celebration! 

 
 

I think God was well pleased! 
We hopefully have learned some things 
about equality, self respect and dignity, 

only love overcomes… 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. knew what he 

was talking about…  He had a Dream 
that we help to keep alive today. 

Inside we are all the same. 
God’s love, peace and mercy surrounds each 
one of us, black, white, yellow, red, purple 
or green.  Let each one practice tolerance.  

 
       God’s Blessings and Much Gratitude, 
       Shelly Ring 
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I REFUSE TO LEAD A DYING CHURCH  

 Membership for the Presbyterian Church (USA) peaked in the early 1960’s, then began a steady, slow   
decline.  From 1997 to 2007, the PCUSA membership has declined by about 1.5% annually.  In general, 
smaller-membership congregations (less than 250) were more likely to experience net losses than larger-
membership churches.  A majority of all congregations experience net losses.  The average PCUSA church 
has 205 members, which are white (92.9%) and female (58%).  The annual giving average reported for 
2006 for the PCUSA is $1,083.05 (our church average during 2006 was $903).  The PCUSA is not alone in 
these trends as most main-line protestant denominations have similar declines. 
 

 What can be done?  Is it possible to stem this decline of our faith heritage to the generations to come?  Do 
you have answers?  Is it a simple fix?  Does God want us to throw up our hands and leave, or just quit?  
WWJD? 
 

 Your elders suggest a starting point to address this issue for the Hamburg Presbyterian Church.  Read and 
discuss “I Refuse to Lead a Dying Church” by Paul Nixon.  If you are serious about reversing the decline 
and reinvigorating HPC, now is the time to engage each other in identifying actionable solutions.  A small 
group of your church family spent two recent weekends participating in a book study of “I Refuse to Lead a 
Dying Church” and realized that leaders must step forward from the congregation to set agendas to move 
the church forward in this new century. We think that there are more leaders in the congregation that want 
the same results…a vibrant Christian church doing His work in the south towns and the world! 
 

Are you one of them?  There are apostles among us.  Are you one of them?  Find out. 

 Beginning in February, we will begin a series of one hour member studies.  The following members have 
agreed to lead these studies as they did over the two weekends:  Bob Beach, Rev. Jim Burton, Blair      
Webster, Sue Robinson and Guy Hummel.  We will have Sunday sessions between services followed by a 
Friday evening opportunity for everyone to hear author Paul Nixon in person.  On the following Saturday, 
ten of our members will sit down with Paul Nixon directly to discuss how to resolve identified HPC issues. 
 We will then take the Sunday Adult Study Hour as a call to action.  Wow! 

 Mark your calendar for Sunday Adult Study Hour from 9am to 10:15am: 

Feb 1st:   Chapter 2   -  Rev. Jim Burton - Choosing Community over Isolation 

Feb 8th:   Chapter 3   -  Guy Hummel - Choosing Fun over Drudgery 

Feb 15th: Chapter 4   -  Blair Webster - Choosing Bold over Mild 

Feb 22nd: Chapter 5  -  Susan Robinson - Choosing Frontier over Fortress 

Mar 1st:   Prayer Walk -  Susan Robinson 

 Friday March 6th        -  Author Paul Nixon Discusses his book - Open to All 

 Saturday March 7th   -  Author Paul Nixon meets with Ten Members of HPC 

Mar 8th:   Chapter 6   -  Bob Beach - Now over Later 

Bob Beach will coordinate this adult study course as he did for the two weekend events.  A sign up sheet 
will be going up in the narthex so that we can order a book for your study and reference.  
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HPC’s Mission and Outreach Committee 
is proud to announce that a mission work 
team will be heading to Texas this month to 
assist with hurricane relief and rebuilding 
efforts. The Texas trip is scheduled for    
February 15th through 21st. The HPC team 
will be working with Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) within a newly opened 
disaster relief camp dedicated to helping 
those residents near Houston whose homes 
were severely damaged by Hurricane Ike. 
This will be the latest in several HPC    
sponsored hurricane relief mission trips to 
the Gulf coast area in recent years. Anyone 
interested in either going on this trip or  
helping through donations for travel          
expenses and building materials may contact 
Dudley Hollenbeck at 648-4910 for more 
information. Additional information on    
current Presbyterian Disaster Assistance   
efforts may be seen on their website 
www.pcusa.org/pda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ++FUNERAL RECEPTIONS++ 
      As a mission outreach to our church family 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN are offering             
bereavement receptions for our church members 
after funeral services held at HPC. On request we 
will arrange a simple reception in the church lounge 
or fellowship hall and will provide an assortment of 
cookies and hot and cold beverages. 

     Should families desire a more elaborate reception 
(i.e. deli platters, finger sandwiches, catered meals) 
the responsibility for providing the food, paper 
products, eating utensils etc, will fall upon the  
families according to their special needs. Our ladies 
will gladly set up, help serve and clean up after the 
reception.   

     Please, let the Pastor know if you are in need of 
our assistance when you make funeral arrangements 
with HPC. 

 PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN Coordinating Team 

 

 

From Scott Sherk, former HPC member: 

John R. “Jack” Sherk 
Born January 22, 1918 

Died December 28, 2008 
 

Married Christena “Tina” Lavery 
July 19, 1941 

 
Son John E. Sherk currently resides in Florence   
Italy.  Son R. Scott Sherk resides in Alexandria, 
VA.  Son David A. Sherk died in 1985. 

The family lived at 59 Linwood Avenue from 1951 
to September 1962.  Tina was the church secretary 
under Gary Demarest for a while.  She is currently 
in a nursing facility recovering from a back injury 
but expects to be home soon. 

Her address: 41 Pindo Palm East 
  Largo, FL 33770 
  Telephone - (727) 581-5945 
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__________________________________________ 

Thank You 
 
Thank you for the gift of a fruit basket.  It was 
greatly appreciated.  God bless all. 
    Sincerely,                 
    Elizabeth Barton 
__________________________________________ 
 

Thank You So Much 
 

Perhaps you sent a lovely card, 
Or sat quietly in a chair. 

Perhaps you sent a floral piece, 
If so we saw it there. 

Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, 
As any friend could say; 

Perhaps you were not there at all, 
Just thought of us that day, 

Whatever you did to console our hearts, 
We thank you so much whatever the part. 

 
The family of 

   Jim Yoviene 
 

Thank you for the fruit baskets and ham    
dinner. 
 
 

Thank You 
 

Friends of Night People 
 

Dear Hamburg Presbyterian Church, 
 
     Thank you for your generous donation to 
Friends of Night People.  The need is         
increasing and we couldn’t meet it without 
your help. 
  Sincerely, 
   Deborah Goldman 
   President, FONP  
 
 

 
Dear Reverend and Mrs. James Burton, 
 
On behalf of the Ronald McDonald House, I would 
like to thank you for the delicious taco dinner you 
provided and prepared for our families.  We had so 
much great food because of your time, effort and 
generosity! 
 
It’s because of people like you that the Ronald 
McDonald House is able to provide a “home” away 
from home for families and children facing           
tremendous health challenges.  We truly appreciate 
your support. 
 
Warmest regards, 
Ellen Haley, House Manager 
 
 
 
Dear Congregation: 
 
Our sincere appreciation goes out to you for your 
kind donation of 
1 - Sylvania 22” Digital Television 
1 - Swing Zone Sports Ultimotion Gaming System 
 
Your thoughtful contribution has enhanced the     
morale and well being of our veterans.  We are     
indeed grateful for the unselfish support shown by 
you to help our hospitalized veterans. 
 
Please be assured of our heartfelt gratitude for your 
contribution and we look forward for your          
continued support to our Medical Center. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

����������	
�
�
Mark J. Frances 
Volunteer Program Manager 
The VA Western NY Healthcare System 
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 Dear Friends, 

     I have a confession to make. Bookstores are my addiction. They are like chocolate to me. I will lose 
track of time when I go there. And never can I walk out of those wonderful places without a purchase of 
one of their treasures. While searching for a Christmas gift in a local bookstore I discovered a calendar 
titled Live with intention by Brush Dance. Aside from being a useful date keeper it offers also a 
combination of exquisite images and poetry by Renee Locks “to nourish, heal and bless the mind, heart and 
the spirit”. I would like to share with you one of Renee’s poems because it expresses my hopes and wishes 
for you in the New Year also: 

�

�     Live  with  Intention 
Walk to the Edge ����������������������������� Listen Hard�
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Appreciate your Friends ����������������� Do what you love 
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������ May God bless all of you this New Year with peace, good health, faithful friends and a grateful heart.  

Hope, you all can join us for our ��
�������	��������
�������	��������
�������	��������
�������	������ in March. 

 

 Christel Beers and your PW Coordinating Team 
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�Friday, March 27, 2009 - 7:30 PM  

Hilbert College, Hamburg, NY  
�
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Connie Creveling 
Wendy Zimmerman 

Gail Wheaton 
Edith Friebis 

Richard Monckton 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In the event that the church building is closed 
in inclement weather, all scheduled meetings 
and events are cancelled including committees,     
circles,  AA and Al Anon.  Please tune to any of 
the  local television stations - 2, 4 or 7 as our 
HPC closings and cancellations will be           
reported there.  Snow and ice removal on area 
roads as well as around the building may not 
have been done and we care 
about your safety. 
 

 
February Birthdays 

    1 Carolyn Gunning 
    1 Al Harrington 
    1 Brian Obenshain 
    2 Anita Burns 
    3 Rebecca Gunning 
    4 Tony Cimorelli 
    5 Wayne Hines 
    7 Shelly Ring 
  12 Jill Lanfear 
  12 Michael Weyand 
  13 Anne Elizabeth Lithiluxa 
  13 Sue Robinson 
  15 Jim Wilson 
  17 Emily Coleman 
  17 Trenton Lewis 
  17 Conner Low 
  19 Mickey Fagan 
  20 Abigail Sauda 
  22 Tom Conway 
  22 Clara Rich 
  22 Madison Rich 
  22 Zachary Tone 
  23 Bob Pickel 
  24 Scott Nelson 
  25 David Bortel 
  26 Linda Bastedo 
  26 Winnie Bergner 
  26 Bob Bickel 
  26 Diane Buzy 
  26 Helen Papp 
  27 Lamont Beers 
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