
����������������	
����

�����
�����
��	�	
��

�
���
��

Inside this issue: 

 
 
Pastor’s Message                  1 & 2 
 
September Session Highlights    2 
 
VBS Follow-up                           3 
    Christmas in the Country 
 
“Thank You” Notes                     4 
    CROP Walks 
 
Music Notes                                5 
    Return to Eastern Standard 
             Time 
 
Worship Notes           6 
 
From the Deacons                       7 
 
Adult Education Hour                 8 
    Pumpkin Patch 
        2009 Peacemaking Offering 
 
PYC Hunger Banquet                 9 
 
We Believe Workshop              10 
 
Church Officers                        11 
     October Fellowship Hour 
 
In Our Prayers                           12 
    October Birthdays 
 
October Calendar         13 
 
 

 
    
 

Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

“Wherever God Leads” 
 

 Sunday September 13, our congregation had a meeting called by the 
session to sell the property known as M.O.M.  The result was that the property 
will be sold at the highest price possible.  As everyone involved left, I could not 
help but notice how somber the people were.  I thought back several weeks as it 
seemed that everyone was opinionated, and feelings were raw.  Everyone 
wanted the vote to go his or her particular way.  What happened? 

 

First, I really believe that the friends and members of our congregation 
still really wanted things to go their way.  I believe that is a natural and         
justifiable response.  However, there was another and far deeper response that I 
not only observed but that several people have ratified about the congregational 
meeting since then in various ways. 

 

 One person said that this was his church and that the vote was not as 
important as the reality that we are family.  Another person said that our     
stewardship is very important right now and that he wants to be a part of     
leading this church to continue its faithfulness.  I overheard one youth being 
promised that “everyone” would do their best to see that the Venture Crew had 
a home with Hamburg Presbyterian Church.  Several other comments had the 
same significance. 

 

 Secondly, I saw a high regard for our process.  The Clerk, Sue Ganey, 
several session members  and I were doing what we could to lead us in an     
orderly way, and you responded by helping us and making sure that everyone 
was heard.  THANK YOU!!  Nevertheless, something far more loving was   
taking place.  There was obvious caring for one another regardless of differing 
views. 
 

  Could it be that God sighed in our midst and wanting the best for HPC?  
Could it be that the preponderance of people really believe in the theology that 
God-fearing people through the voting process ratify what God’s will is?  Could 
God’s direction for this church be accomplished by our coming together to   
believe in this direction? 
 

  I have been asked by several of you, what I think about HPC having the 
house next door?  I am also being asked how I feel about the vote and the sale 
of the house.  My answer remains the same.  The way that God leads is the way 
that we need to go.  We need to visit the sick and lonely.  We need to provide 
for the poor and visit the captive.  We need to see to the needs of the widow/
widower and the children.                continued… 
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...continued  
 
 Finally, as a church you have been reading and acting on Paul Nixon’s book I Refuse to Lead a    
Dying Church.  In his presentation, the idea of having a frontier mentality is preferred.  We need to be  
helping out the Hamburg area.  This is outside our walls.  Hamburg requires our energy and our care, and 
before you say it, the areas of Boston, Collins, Derby, Eden, etc., also need attention.  After all, these areas 
are where our members live. 
 

We are survivors, and we need to joyfully acknowledge this before God.  As our Jewish friends 
would say, “G-d has not brought us this far to let us die.”  We have a greater and more eternal promise.  
With God’s continued help, we will not only provide for ourselves, but we will help other people around us.  
Our vision needs to be great!  My prayer is for us to thrive. 

 
  Let us continue to be about God’s work in the direction that God intends. 
 
  
 I Thank God for You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights from the September 14, Session Meeting 
 
 Financially we are still behind in our pledges and budget. Chairman will be putting a 
notice in weekly bulletin.  
 
 Elevator is progressing and has the possibility of being done by November.  
 
 Session wants to retain a portion of the back yard to keep as green space and will work 
with the committee on the final decision 
 
 A leadership retreat is being discussed for the fall.  
 
 Committee reports were accepted as presented.  
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VBS 2009  -  “Sharing Our Gifts” 
 

     Sixty-seven children participated in the week long 
VBS held 9am to noon from August 24 to 28 at our 
church.  It was sponsored by HPC, St. Matthew’s 
UCC and St. James UCC.  These children came not 
only from these local Hamburg churches but also 
from the Roman Catholic, Wesleyan and Lutheran                
traditions.  Over 50 volunteer teachers and aides 
pulled this event together, “sharing their God given 
gifts” in Crafts; Music & More; Food, Fleece, Felt 
and Fun; Carpentry; Teddy Bear Picnic; God’s        4
-legged Critters; Mission; Games and…snack time 
(thanks to over 15 cookie bakers).  Not only did our 
VBS students take some items home with them, they 
prepared lunches for St. Luke’s; wrote letters     
thanking soldiers for their service; prepared pillows 
and blanket for the Kathleen Mary House; teddy 
bears for first responders; and prepared planters for 
shut ins. 
       
   Karen Hummel 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

I’d heard the many stories from my wife about what 
an influence Vacation Bible School had had on her 
as a child.  Her Aunt Helen, the most committed 
Christian in our families, was deeply involved in her 
church.  When it came to VBS, she would pick 
Donna up early in the morning and then proceed to 
pick up many more children on their way to the 
church. 
 
Donna traces much of her commitment to Christ 
back to what she learned at VBS and from Aunt 
Helen’s  influence.  Over the years, hundreds of  
children and adults have been influenced by Helen’s 
commitment to VBS and other programs. 
 
These thoughts were in my mind when Karen 
Hummel asked me to help out with our VBS this 
summer.  She seemed so surprised when I             
immediately said yes, but of course she didn’t know 
that God had already been tugging at my heart. 
 

 
I was in charge of the games, and was ably assisted 
by Cameron White and Joe Smith Jr.  We had a great 
time and tried our best to relate our games to the   
Bible. 
 
The best part for me was the effect that the total   
program had on the kids.  My three grandchildren 
came home talking about God, asking questions, 
singing Bible songs and they were excited about the 
craft projects and the mission projects. 
 
All of the teachers and workers are so loving and 
committed.  Their influence on the lives of these 
children may be more than we can possibly        
comprehend. 
 
On behalf of my grandchildren and all of the       
children who attended Vacation Bible School, thank 
you to all who helped with this program.  God’s   
signature was certainly on this program. 
 
    Bob Beach 

 
 

Christmas in the Country  
is coming! 

 
Once again HPC has been asked    
to assist at the #1 rated large 
Christmas craft show. Nov. 5-8 
we will be at the doors of the various buildings at the 
Hamburg Fairgrounds to greet the shoppers. The  
promoters of the show donate $6.50 per hour that we 
work to HPC.   This then benefits many programs 
here at your church. All over the age of 13 are     
welcome and there are a limited number of sitting 
jobs also. During this time that we consider        
stewardship, please give a bit of time and your talent 
(friendly faces!).  
The sign-up board is in the narthex and questions can 
be directed to Janie Smith (992-3479) or Joyce Huen 
(662-5490).  
 
Thanks for helping! 
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     Ten heaping trays of homemade cookies were 
delivered to the Strates Show personnel on Friday, 
August 21st as part of our annual mission to bake 
goodies for the workers who travel on the fair train.  
Jim Strates commented that his workers hurried back 
to the train that evening to see what treats had been 
delivered.  He wants to personally thank all of those 
who so generously baked cookies and brought a smile 
to the faces of his workers. Thank you! 
 
 

 
VILLAGE OF HAMBURG 

 
September 17, 2009 
 
     The Village of Hamburg Beautification Committee 
would like to commend you for your efforts in     
maintaining your plantings during this summer of 
2009. 
 
     When our Committee surveyed your property in    
September, we were pleased with the appearance of 
your landscaping, which makes for a brighter Village. 
 
     Thank you for contributing to the overall         
beautification of the Village of Hamburg. 
 
With much appreciation, 
The VOLUNTEER  HAMBURG  
CIVIC BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Western New York 
Fall 2009 CROP 
Hunger Walks 

ALDEN-10/18 - Rev Fred Kopp - 684-1467 
Town Line Lutheran Church 

 
AMHERST-WILLIAMSVILLE-10/18 - Amherst 

Community Church - 834-9700 
 

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE-9/27 - Sally Overs-753-3249 
 

EAST AURORA-10/18 - Linda Ramsey - 652-7272 
or Rev. Amos Acree - 652-5040 

 
HAMBURG-10/18 - Jeff Leyonmark - 662-6166 or 

Tom Kluckhohn - 648-4874 
 

KENMORE AREA-10/18 - Warren Glover 836-2903 
 

LANCASTER-DEPEW-10/18 - St. John’s Lutheran, 
Cindy Weidman - 683-8972 

 
LOCKPORT-10/18 - Lockport United Church of 

Christ, Rev. Steve Hall - 433-2545 
 

NIAGARA FALLS-10/4 - Susan Schafer - 791-3364 
 

ORCHARD PARK-10/18 - Mary Jo Price-Williams - 
662-7888 

 
SILVER CREEK-10/18 - First United Church, 

Presbyterian Church (USA) - 934-2018 
 

TONAWANDAS-10/18 - Grace Lutheran Church, 
Rev. Janet Griffiths - 693-2420 

 
WEST SENECA-10/18 - Denise Knight - 827-8459 
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    WORSHIP & MUSIC                  
 

 
 

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms.  Psalm 95:102 
 
     Hello again HPC readers!  So much has been happening at church lately, if you haven’t noticed, and I 
wish to share some of the blessings we have experienced the past few months.  For those who have come, 
we have experienced a projection screen with Bible scriptures and lyrics, contemporary music, jazz music 
with Joanne, drama selections and the HPC choir has once again resumed (Hint: We have been enjoying 
singing on Thursday evenings at 7:30).  I must say what a blessing it is to work with this choir and the   
people of this church!  We will always continue to invite anyone to sing, even those who don’t believe that 
God may have gifted you with a talented voice, it says, “To make a joyful NOISE unto the Lord.”  I will 
personally help anyone who wants to read music and produce a joyful sound.  With that in mind, please join 
us, weekly or monthly, and share in our thanksgiving to Our God and King. 
 
     Also, for any and all ages, if you have an instrument you would like to share on Sunday mornings, never 
hesitate to call me at (716) 725-7901, or just stop in at church.  Let it be known that your gifts are for and 
from God.  At HPC, it is your talents that continue to bless me and the members of the church. 
 
      Josh Fehskens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DON’T FORGET! 
 

When you go to bed on Saturday, October 31st ~~ Halloween Night 
 

Turn your clocks back one hour to return to Eastern Standard Time 
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October 4  8:00 & 10:30 Worship & Communion - WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

   Scripture: Psalm 8; Hebrews 1:1-4, 5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

   Sermon: “Heretical Reflections on World Communion” 

 

October 11  8:00 & 10:30 Worship 

   Scripture: Mark 10:17-31 

� � � Sermon: “Do We Suffer from C.H.S.?” 

  
October 18  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 

   Bells of Praise 

   Scripture: Mark 10:35-45 

� � � Sermon: “Three Cups of Humble Tea” 

 
October 25  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 

� � � Scripture: Mark 10:46-52 

� � � Sermon: “The Problem of Presbyopia” 

 
November 1  8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion 

� � � Scripture: Revelation 6:1-6a 

   Sermon: “Finding Tomorrow” 

 
�
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From the Deacons  

This month, we would like to focus on our Feast for Friends mission. Over 200 people were served on each of 
the last Sundays in June July, August, and September! These were record summer numbers, due to the     
economy. Our food donations and servers are especially crucial because of a greater need at the end of each 
month, which is when HPC has the privilege of serving at Friends of Night People. Those who rely on       
government support, such as food stamps, welfare, and Social Security, often need more help at the end of the 
month. That's where so many folks at HPC come in! Thank you for your support as servers and casserole and 
salad makers. Also, we'd like to thank those who have donated money toward the cost of casseroles. This 
really helps, and is a great way to contribute, if you are not able to make a casserole. 

Notice!!! Here is a new way to contribute a casserole! Are your cooking pots on the small side? Are large 
casseroles too heavy for you to lift? Is a whole casserole just too expensive for you to contribute? Well, grab 
a friend, and make a HALF CASSEROLE!!! When you sign up in the Narthex, just put both of your 
names on the same line, and indicate that each of you will be making a half casserole. Please keep in mind 
that we still need the same amount of casseroles each month (12), so it's important to have someone else 
sign up with you. If you can't find someone, please call Dudley Hollenbeck, and he will try to pair you up 
with someone. Thank You! 

Have you ever served at Feast for Friends? It is a busy place, and there are many ways to help. You might be 
serving the main meal, beverages, or desserts. You may prefer to be behind the scenes, doing dishes. You may 
enjoy helping people sign in as they arrive. Maybe you are an awesome sweeper! In any case, you will leave 
there feeling that you helped provide many folks with a hot meal and the knowledge that people really CARE. 
So, we encourage you to sign up to be a server today! Our next opportunity to make food and serve is on   
Sunday, October 25th. Five servers are needed each month. Thank you! 

A note about Sandwich Sunday: On Sunday, October 18th, we will once again be making sandwiches       
between the Sunday school hour and the 10:30 service. All of the Sunday school classes (including adults) 
are asked to help out. Also, please bring sandwich-making supplies such as bread, lunch meat, PB and J,   
mustard, and sandwich bags. We will be meeting in Fellowship Hall.  

Katy Webster 

Deacons 
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�
ADULT EDUCATION HOUR  

9AM TO 10AM EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Every Sunday morning adults are invited to attend 
one of two adult Christian education offerings.  
  
A Bible Study will be held in the Chapel, led by 
Shelly Ring.  
  
A variety of course offering led by various volunteer 
church members will be held in the Lounge.  We   
begin on September 27th with a multi-week course 
study of the book “Disciple Making Church (from 
Dry Bones to Spiritual Vitality)” led by Elders Sue 
Robinson and Bob Beach.  Future offerings will    
include a movie study, progressive Christianity   
Presbyterian Q&A, Christian Witnessing to cults and 
other religious thought.  The times and scheduling of 
these topics will be announced in future Towel and 
Basin articles. 
 

Please feel free to drop into either of the                 
offerings.  God loves to watch your faith journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come visit our PUMPKIN PATCH!  Pumpkins 
in a variety of sizes, shapes and prices will be 
available as well as gourds and other fall      deco-
rations.  It will run from Monday, October 19th 
through Saturday, October 31st from 11am - 
7pm.   
The proceeds will benefit the flood victims in the 
G o w a n d a / S i l v e r  C r e e k  a r e a . 
Volunteers are still needed to work the patch so 
please see the sign up sheet in the Narthex.   
 
   Wendy Leyonmark 
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We Believe Workshop for October 
 

 The Call of Samuel 
1 Samuel 3:1-4:1a 

  
 Sunday Morning 9:00 

 
  

 Verse to remember 
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”  and Samuel said, 
“Speak for your servant is listening.”   
                                                                                          1 Samuel 3:10 
 
 What we will learn: 
· Children will learn God will speak to them. 
· Children can minister and serve God even though they are young. 
· Children are an important part of the church’s curr ent ministry. 

 
  
 What is Happening in We Believe Workshops 
· Make a “Heart Phone” to help focus on what God puts in their heart. 
· View and respond to The Story of Samuel DVD 
· Make rain sticks and learn the “Can You Hear Me Now?”  rap. 
· Make a mobile that is symbolic of God calling Samuel 3 times. 
 
  

 PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN – THEY ARE ALL INVITED. 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE FOR INFANTS TO AGE 1 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AVAILABLE FOR AGES 2, 3, AND 4 
Story telling and activities will be provided for our 2 year old children.   

They will be in a separate class from our 3 and 4 year old children. 
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SESSION 
 Clerk of Session:  Sue Ganey 

   Class of 2009   Class of 2010  Class of 2011 
   Lamont Beers  Tom Conway  David Bortel 
   Guy Hummel  Jim Lewis  Anna Robinson 
    Susan Robinson          Janie Smith  Joe Streamer 
     Blair Webster  Wendy Zimmerman 

   THE DEACONS 
Moderator:  Dudley Hollenbeck   

Secretary:  Julie Cimorelli 

   Julie Cimorelli  Lisa Cimorelli  Katy Webster 
   Sandy Bethge  Peter Leyonmark Tricia Harrigan 
   Dudley Hollenbeck June Sercu  Anne Nelson 
         Shari Gallagher 
         Mary Rey 
        THE TRUSTEES 

President: Jeff Leyonmark   Vice President: Wayne Hines  
Recording Secretary: Shirley Hines  

   Shirley Hines  Jeff Leyonmark Nancy Brogan 
   Wayne Hines  Mike Weyand  JoAnne Reed 
         Scott Nelson 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER FELLOWSHIP HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

October 4  Presbyterian Women - Ruth & Hannah 
October 11 Trustees 
October 18 Nominating & Personnel 
October 25 Bells of Praise 

�  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

     1 Jane Davis 
     1 Christian Knauss 
     2 Teri Bantin 
     4 Karen Provvidenza 
     8 Rebecca Barton 
  * 8 Virginia Calkins  
     8 Tom Rivers 
   10 Jason Davis 
   12 Chris Bocchiaro 
   14 Carolyn Whaley 
   15 Meredith Robinson 
   15 Griffin Spencer 
   17 Pastor Jim 
   18 Geralyn Bahruth 
   18 Maureen Buckley 
   18 Pat Catalino 
   18 Mary Anne Obenshain 
   20 Christopher Burns 
   22 Naomi Barton 
   24 Chase McAlpine 
   27 Daucoda Ross 
 *29 Bettie Evans 
   29 Robin Reed 
   29 Laura Reynolds 
   30 John Mouw 
   31 Elizabeth Coleman 
   31 Maureen Sercu 
   31 Sydney Zimmerman 
 

����

 
 
 
 
 
* Special Note:   
  We congratulate our members on reaching 
the wonderful milestone of 85 or more! 
     If we’ve missed a birthday in your family or 
have printed incorrect information, please phone 
the church office with the updates at 649-1970. 
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Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. September through May 
  and one service only at 9:30 a.m. June through Labor Day. 
7:15 p.m. Christian Nurture - the fourth Tuesday of each month 
 Service for the developmentally disabled individuals in area group homes. 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the November issue of the Towel & Basin is Wednesday, October 21, 2009.  Please label 
articles with your name and telephone number and deliver them to the church office. (No article will  be ac-
cepted without identification.) You may also submit your articles via e-mail to:         hpc.hpc@verizon.net.  
 

       Periodic Postage 
      577-400 
      Hamburg, NY 14075 
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