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Hamburg Presbyter ian Church 

 

 
The Holy Spirit: God in Us 
   

  
 
  

 John Calvin’s Seal by Bob Clyatt 
 
  

 “My heart I give to you, O Lord, promptly and sincerely”  was John Calvin’s 
motto and one that fits with the coming season of Pentecost.  The open hand 
represents God and God’s graciousness toward us.  The heart is covered with 
flames to show that the Holy Spirit resides with us.   
 
 Pastor Jim invited me to be with you for the weeks surrounding the celebration 
of Pentecost while he is recovering from surgery.  Presbyterians are late comers 
to the celebration of Pentecost but we should not be. Our founding theologian 
relied on the Holy Spirit to show the way of faith. The flame of the Holy Spirit 
in his seal is a sign that he was not just a logical writer of long theological   
treatises but a warm and devout follower of Jesus. Some interpreters say that 
the Holy Spirit is “God in us”  like Jesus is Emmanuel, “God with us.”  
 
 On May 16 we will explore Christ’s prayer for unity in John 17: 20-26.  May 
23 is Pentecost and we will celebrate the birthday of the Church. Red is the 
color of the day so be prepared and wear red clothing. We will use Acts 2:1-21 
as our starting point.  May 30 is Trinity Sunday and we will use Psalm 8 to   
explore the glory of God.  
 
 I look forward to celebrating with you. 
 
 Rev. Dr. Mary Lee Talbot 
Director of Spiritual Nurture and Discipleship 
Presbytery of Western New York 

� � �� � � �� 	 
 	 ��� 
 
 � � �� �

� � � �� � � � ��� 	 
 �� � � 
	 �
�

� � � �� 	 
 	 �



 An Invitation of Sor ts…. 
John Shelby Spong will be at Chautauqua this year 
from June 28-July 2.  His views and writings are 
sources of intrigue in conversations involving Christian 
Theology.  Let us go and listen.  Mary Lee Talbot will 
help us arrange the visit and will aid us in discussing 
the topics in which the Reverend Spong engages us.  
More info is to follow.   

 A Note to My Congregation… 
On Wednesday May 12, I will be having surgery on 
my right shoulder to repair the Rotator Cuff.  As I am 
right handed, this injury needs repair sooner than later.  
As a result, I will be out of commission from three to 
six weeks.  I will appreciate the abundance of your 
prayers, and I hope to have a speedy recovery. 
 
I Thank God for You! 

  
    
 

 
The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor  
 
 
                    

                      MUSIC 
 
 
 
I have thought a great deal about what I wanted to 
write in this months’  newsletter, given that it will be 
my last. I think I’ve edited it about twenty times or so 
because I truly cannot encompass all of my feelings 
and thoughts into words. I pondered if words can truly 
convey the full feelings of my spirit and thoughts. The 
answer was no, but I’ ll do my best in telling you where 
my spirit is right now.  
My spirit is blessed and overflowing. You have all 
touched my heart and soul. I have thought often this 
week of all the things we have done as a Christian 
community here in Hamburg, and it truly is remarkable 
what God has done through all of us here this past 
year.  
 

1 John 3:18 
Let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and  
action. 
 

We are all blessed by the wonderful and talented 
Joanne Hollenbeck, who has nurtured and encouraged  

 
me musically as an accompanist, as well as a friend. I 
am so thankful for Pastor Jim, who has and will      
continue to be a good shepherd to this congregation.  I 
have worked alongside two wonderful directors, Karen 
Hummel and Amy Low, who are both rays of light in 
this community, nurturing our young and old with 
styles of music that need so desperately to be known 
more in this day and age. And our soloists, young and 
old, who have come forward to embellish the heart of 
worship (there truly are too many of you to name, but 
you know I won’ t ever forget any one of you), who 
have shrugged off their doubts to just praise God… He 
has seen you, and we have all been blessed because of 
you. For our choir, who has come weekly to learn new 
and old styles of music…. You have all come such a 
long way with me, and I will never forget your      
wonderful voices. And I am of course thankful for the 
talented praise team, who also dedicated so much of 
their time to provide our congregation with spiritually 
engaging contemporary worship. You have been 
friends as well as gifted musicians. And I would not 
leave out you, the congregation, who weekly come for  
worship, reflection, praise amongst any other           
reasons…. Your voices have raised the hymns so  
beautifully, and it has been a pleasure providing you 
with music and singing with you. 
As we all move forward, and as I move forward, we do 
not move away from God’s calling, but towards it. I 
know that HPC is in good hands, because HPC is in 
God’s hands. I am reminded of the hymn “Leaning on 
the everlasting arms.”  May God bless all that you do, 
today and tomorrow and always… 
 I love you all, as a Believer in Christ Jesus, and as a 
sibling in the faith. I will never forget this wonderful 
community, and thank all of you for your                 
encouragement as I move forward in my life           
elsewhere. 
I will leave you with a scripture. 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with      
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and    
spiritual songs to God.17And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

God bless all of you in all that you do – 
 

Joshua 
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THE DEACON’S CORNER… 
     March saw over 200 meals served at Feast for 
Friends and 60 sandwiches delivered to St. Luke’s.  
Ten Easter flowers were delivered to our homebound 
members.  Shari Gallagher received nine Prayer Chain 
requests and 11 cards were sent out.  We hope everyone 
had a blessed Easter and that you have a safe and happy 
spring! 
   Mary Rey for 
   The Deacons  
 
 

Top 10 Reasons to 
Celebrate Easter  

from 
www.beliefnet.com 

 
10.  You absolutely love the movie, “The Ten   

 Commandments.”  

  9. You look really, really good in yellow. 
 

  8. You just went on a low cholesterol diet and  
 didn’ t want to waste all those eggs in the fridge. 
 

  7. You figure any holiday that starts with “Good 
 Friday”  can’ t be all bad 
 

  6. You love to bite the heads off chocolate       
 bunnies.  
 

  5. It’s a good time to check out your neighborhood 
 church and not be noticed. 
 

  4. You have this bunny suit you love to wear but 
 are too insecure to wear it without reason. 
 

  3. Even though you don’ t know what it is, you 
 really like the sound of going to a “Passion 
 Play” . 
 

  2. You figured since Jesus went to all THAT   
 trouble to make it to the first Easter, you’d give 
 it a shot. 
 

  1. As a Christian you celebrate the resurrection 
 every day, why not Easter too? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

April 16, 2010 
Dear Hamburg Presbyterian: 
     Thank you for graciously allowing us to use your 
church on March 3rd for our pastoral candidate to 
conduct a trial service for our Search Committee and 
Church Council. 
     The church worked out great, and the support we 
received from Russell and Sue was very warm and   
welcoming. 
     Based on his trial sermon and a series of interviews, 
we have extended an offer to Dick Hanks to be the full-
time minister at St. Matthew’s.  We are looking forward 
to the final step of our search process which should be 
completed on Candidating Sunday, May 2nd. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
St. Matthew’s Search Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A tr ip is being planned for  
K ingdom Bound 2010 at  

Dar ien Lake, August 1st – 4th 

 

Kingdom Bound is a Christian Festival of music and 
seminars. We are planning to camp on site for the      
duration of the festival.  For those of you age 14 and up 
who would like to attend, please contact Lynn Bushen 
649-1970 at the church office or Jeff Fisk 200-7612. 
Fundraising for the trip will follow. The final costs for  
individuals will be determined from participation in 
fund raising activities. 
 

� � � � ��� � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �



 

 
                                      

     WORSHIP & MUSIC                  
 

  
 
 
Sunday 
May 2   8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship &  Holy Communion 
   The Rev. Jim Burton preaching and Celebrant 
   Liturgist: Chris Webster 
   Sermon: “What is Your BHAD”  
   Scripture:  John 13:31-35   
 
Sunday 
May 9   8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship  
   Mother ’s Day 
   The Rev. Jim Burton preaching 
   Liturgist: Zack Nelson 
   Sermon: “A Place Called Home”  
   Scripture: Revelation 21:10, 22-27; John 14:23-29 
 
Sunday 
May 16  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship  
   The Rev. Dr. Mary Lee Talbot preaching 
   Liturgist: Cindy Ferguson 
   Congregational Meeting following 10:30 a.m. worship 
 
Sunday 
May 23  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship &  Holy Communion 
   Pentecost Sunday 
   Elevator  Dedication 
   The Rev. Dr. Mary Lee Talbot preaching and Celebrant 
   Liturgist: Miranda Smith 
 
Sunday 
May 30  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship &  Holy Communion 
   The Rev. Dr. Mary Lee Talbot preaching and Celebrant 
   Liturgist: Jordyn Howe  
 
 
 
 
 

�
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WEAR 
RED! 
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Notes from Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Western New York  

on Apr il 13, 2010  
at First United Presbyter ian Church, Silver Creek, NY 

 
 
  
·  Closing on the sale of Magyar Church building in Lackawanna was put off after it was discovered that there 
had been a water break causing a $5,000 water bill that needs to be resolved. 
·  Administrative Commission on the Lancaster Evangelical Presbyterian Church  reports that several meetings 
have been held with their session in an attempt to reach an amicable settlement of their departure.  Also reported 
was that an appeal by the Lancaster church was denied, leading to belief that the matter may be reaching a      
settlement.  On a lighter note, the Lancaster EPC clerk of session shared some historical documents from their 
origination in 1819.  It included a 1830’s letter to the congregation requesting nominees to serve on session due 
to ‘ infirmity’  of current elders, since all the session members had 25 years of service on session.  (So much for 
thinking a three year term was long enough.) 
·  The financial plight of presbytery was discussed and a special meeting of the Presbytery was called for May 
25th at the West Seneca Presbyterian church to discuss proposals to meet budget shortfalls, including cut back in 
personnel.  After the proposals are discussed, the budget will be voted upon at the regularly scheduled June 8th 
meeting.  It was noted that there has been a 7% decrease in giving throughout the nation. 
·  Pastor Drew Ludwig of the Lafayette Church was named new moderator of the Council, replacing Pastor 
Dick Young of the Orchard Park Church. 
·  Stewardship was discussed at length, particularly focusing on the need for strategic planning, with very few 
churches implementing such a plan.  There needs to be clear goals that support compelling reasons to give to the 
church rather than to secular organizations such as hospitals or colleges. 
·  Faith United Kenmore has a campaign “Just Do It.”   Whenever someone sees something to be done, they let 
the session know that they will take care of it and “ just do it.”   They have found that when someone does a task 
on the spur of the moment rather than it becoming “ their job”  much of the work around the church is being     
accomplished. 
·  Newly installed ministers for Dunkirk and Faith United were recognized. 
·  Transformation needs to answer the question “Who are we?”  Then need to reach out to the inactive       
members and ask what can the church family do to re-engage them in the life of the church. 
·  A confirmation retreat in February involved classes from six churches at First Church.  They are looking for 
a “southtowns”  location next year. 
·  Lynette Sparks was approved for ordination.  She will serve as pulpit supply for Wrights Corners            
Presbyterian Church. 
Thomas Burian was approved for transfer from the UCC.  He serves as interim pastor for Silver Creek          
Presbyterian Church.  He was ordained in the Hungarian Reformed Church and recounted a very interesting faith 
journey from his native Hungary during communist rule, to Australia, to Montreal and then the U.S. 
 
 Submitted by Guy Hummel, Presbytery Commissioner 



 

Vacation Bible School 2010 
We are the Church Together! 

St. Matthew’s UCC 
Hamburg Presbyterian 

St. James UCC 
 

                                  Save the Dates! 
     August 23rd - 26th  
      9 AM-12 Noon  
                             Closing Thursday Night  
                      Open to the Entire Congregation 
                 St. Matthew’s UCC on McKinley Hosting 
 
  
                      Closing Thursday August 26th 7:00  
                                   Ice Cream Social 
       Square Dance with Gary Burdick and Company 

 
  

 Free Will Offering  
 
  

 St. Matthew’s UCC 
Hamburg Presbyterian 

St. James UCC 
 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
August 23rd -26th  

 
 Join together with your church neighbors and share time and  

talents with our kids! See some ideas below 
If you can help, see your VBS representative! 

Don’t miss out! 
 
  

 
 
  

·  Carpentry ·  Jewelry Making ·  Snack Prep 

·  Gardening ·  Quilting ·  Knitting 

·  First Aid ·  Recreation ·  Cooking 

·  Languages ·  Music ·  Geology 

·  Child Care ·  Clowning ·  Arts & Crafts 

·  Puppet Ministry ·  Dance ·  ??? 
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IT’S SPRING CLEAN-UP TIME! 
 

Saturday, May 22 at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Let’s make the church shine, the more hands helping - 
the quicker the work is completed.  Everyone is     
welcome and there are many chores including raking, 
gardening, gutter cleaning and even windows if you 
desire. 
If you have a couple hours to spare, please come join 
the fun and fellowship. 

Rain date: Saturday, June 5th.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

PW SCHOLARSHIPS 
available for 

2010 High School Graduates and  
College Students of HPC 

 
Presbyter ian Women of HPC are again      
offering scholarships to 2010 High School 
graduates planning to pursue their education 
as well as current College students in our HPC 
family.   
Applications are available at the Church office 
and must be returned to the Church office no 
later than Sunday, May 30th to be considered 
for this award. 

 
 

We Believe Workshop for May 
  

Pentecost: The Birth of the Church 
Acts 2:1-15, 22-24, 37-42 

 Sunday Morning 9:00 
May 2, 9, 16,23 

  
Verse to remember 
Peter said to them, “ Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
so that your sins may be forgiven; and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”   Acts 
2:38 
 
 What we will learn 
The Holy Spirit calls the early Christians into 
a community of believers. 

 
 What is Happening in We Believe Workshops 
·  Make Pentecost crowns with flames. 
·  Hear the story of God’s gift of the Holy 
     Spirit at Pentecost 
·  Assemble health kits for mission in Haiti 
·  Make a Pentecost banner 
 
  
PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN – THEY 
ARE ALL INVITED. 
NURSERY IS AVAILABLE FOR INFANTS TO 
AGE 1 
SUNDAY SCHOOL AVAILABLE FOR AGES 2, 
3, AND 4 

 
 Stories for pre-school: 

·  God Creates You and Me 
·  The Ten Commandments: Loving 

God 
·  Pentecost: The Holy Spirit Comes 
·  Pentecost: We are Church Together 

 
  
 May 23rd is the last day of Sunday School. 

�
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CHARLIE’S CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonjou!  I’m back from Haiti and can’ t wait to 
share my stories with you!  Actually, some of you 
may not have met me - so let me introduce myself.  
My name is Charlie, the Traveling Church Mouse, 
and it’s my job to attend as many mission functions 
of the Hamburg Presbyterian Church as I can, 
document these events with photographs, and share 
the good news of Jesus Christ to people in the area, 
the country, and the world! 
 
On the bulletin board in the narthex, you will see 
several pictures that were taken of me with some of 
my new Haitian friends.  I LOVED meeting these 
special young people who had been through such a 
tough time in the January earthquake.  And they 
loved me, too!  Everybody wanted to take me 
home; but I said that I had to go back to my home 
in Hamburg so that other children could share their 
stories too. 
 
I will be around when the team does their         
presentation in worship, so please stop and say HI! 
 
My next adventures will be at the Christian       
 

Nurture service on Tuesday, April 27th, and    
helping the servers at Friends of the Night on April 
25th.  If you are involved in any sort of mission 
activity and would like me to be there, please call 
my caretaker, Joanne Hollenbeck (432-3857) to set 
it up.  A camera needs to be at each activity to   
record my presence, since I don’ t speak in public 
very well. 
 
I can’ t wait to get to know all of you!! 
 
See you around! 
Love, Charlie 

 
 

COMING IN JUNE 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S 
SUMMER GATHERING 

 
Saturday Picnic, June 5th at 5:00 p.m. 

 
     Please invite a friend or neighbor and join us for 
our annual Summer Picnic GATHERING.  We  
begin with dinner at 5:00 p.m. followed by our  
program.  Please, bring a main course dish to 
share.  The ladies of the Ruth Circle will treat us to 
dessert. 
 

     Our program presenters are members of     
FAMILY PROMISE of WNY, a group of           
compassionate volunteers, who are responding to 
the needs of homeless families,  Why?  Because  
FAMILY HOMELESSNESS IS REAL IN Western 
New York.  We will learn how faith communities 
and organizations join hearts and hands to help 
those homeless families find temporary shelter, 
meals and assistance while seeking their own     
independence. 
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MAY FELLOWSHIP HOUR 
  

 May 2 Nominating &  Personnel and Session 
 
 May 9 Financial Management 
 
 May 16 Trustees 
 
 May 23 PW - Ruth &  Hannah Circles 



 
SESSION           Clerk of Session:  Sue Ganey 
   Class of 2010  Class of 2011  Class of 2012  
   Tom Conway  David Bortel  Holly Bahruth 
   Jim Lewis  Anna Robinson Wayne Hines 
   Janie Smith  Joe Streamer  Tom Rivers 
   Blair Webster  Wendy Zimmerman Susan Robinson 
        
THE DEACONS                                Moderator :  Tricia Harrigan     Secretary:   
   Pat Headlee  Katy Webster  Joyce Huen 
   Peter Leyonmark Tricia Harrigan  
   Hannah Rich  Anne Nelson   
   June Sercu  Shari Gallagher 
      Mary Rey 
 
THE TRUSTEES  President:  Mike Weyand  Session Rep: Wayne Hines 

Recording Secretary:  

   Jeff Leyonmark Nancy Brogan 
   Mike Weyand  JoAnne Reed 
      Scott Nelson 
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 Churches in Action  
Work Weekend 2010 

 
Who: We need you, your family, friends, co-workers 
and neighbors. 
  
What: We will be painting, cleaning, gardening,   
tearing down a garage or two, re-doing a front porch, 
looking for a conveyer belt and sharing Gods love. 
  
When: May 14th and 15th Friday and Saturday 8:30 
till 4:30 
  
Where: We will be working at St Luke’s mission of 
Mercy 325 Walden Ave. , a mission that feeds, clothes 
and shelters our neighbors.  
  
Why: Because God tells us in Matthew 22: 37-39, 
 “You shall love your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind… and a second is  

 
like it. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Join 
us in being a good neighbor. 
  
For more information please call Russell Rich         
648-5785 or Dudley Hollenbeck 648-4910 

 
 

Pentecost  
 

   
    Pentecost (Whitsunday) is a major festival in the 
Christian church.  It is celebrated on the Sunday which 
falls on the 50th day after the Easter festival. 
 

     Pentecost celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit 
in the form of * flames*  to the followers of Jesus, as    
recorded in the New Testament.  Jesus had told them 
to wait until the Spirit came to them.  Ten days after 
ascension, 50 days after the resurrection, the Spirit 
came. 
 

     We wear red on Pentecost Sunday (May 23, 2010) 
to remind us of the * flames* . 
      
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 
            2 Kim McAlpine 
 2 Karl Walker 
            3 Brett Fisk 
 4 Catherine Knauss 
 4 Clare Stahl 
            6 Greg McAlpine 
            7 Jevene Osborne 
            9 Ben Brucker 
            9 Jared Brucker  
            9 Elizabeth Robinson 
            9 Joe Smith 
          10 Nathan Conway 
          12 Jared Bortel 
          14 Blake Dase 
          15 Sue Richardson 
          16 Adam Lanfear 
          17 Melissa Obenshain 
          19 Polly Ferro 
          20 Nick Richardson 
          22 Joanne Bickel 
          23 Aidan Brodie 
          24 Joyce Huen 
          26 Wayne Arcangel 
          26 Quinn Brodie 
          26 Christopher Burns 
          28 Anna Pap 
          29 Jack Gunning 
          29 Matt Richardson 
          29 Eric Webster 
          31 Timmy Connelly 
          31 Jordyn Howe 

           
 
 
 
 
*  Special Note:   
  We congratulate our  members on reaching 
the wonder ful milestone of 85 or  more! 
 
     I f we’ve missed a birthday in your family or 
have printed incorrect information, please phone 
the church office with the updates at 649-1970. 
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Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. September through May 
  and one service only at 9:30 a.m. June through Labor Day. 
7:15 p.m. Christian Nurture - the fourth Tuesday of each month 
 Service for the developmentally disabled individuals in area group homes. 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the June issue of the Towel & Basin is Wednesday, May 19, 2010.  Please label articles with 
your name and telephone number and deliver them to the church office. (No article will  be accepted   without 
identification.) You may also submit your articles via e-mail to:         hpc.hpc@ver izon.net.  
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