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Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

Dear friends, 

 

  Usually, I do not recapitulate current sermons but something happened 

at our Ash Wednesday service that needs further discussion. 

 I lost it.  It was not anger and it was not frustration.  I did not yell nor 

did I cry.  What I did in the midst of my sermon was laugh uncontrollably while 

trying to tell a story.  Now orators are taught about emotional story telling.  I 

can hear my homiletics professor Dr. Wade Huieôs voice in my head even now.  

He would say something like, ñYou must capture and control the story and tell 

it as if it were your own.ò 

 Now let me share the story as it comes from Steve Greenbergôs best 

 seller, Gadget Nation: A Journey Through the Eccentric World of     

 Invention. 

Lorraine and Mark Moore of Virginia had this problem. 

Lorraine owned four birds and loved to let them out of their 

cages. Mark grew weary of the situation and said that enough 

was enough.  In their desire to appease each other, they     

invented something now called ñFlight Suits.ò  With the help 

of a seamstress, they invented bird diapers.  These little items 

are put on the birds so they can fly in the house without  

leaving anything around except the occasional feather.  Let 

your bird fly around the house! 

Now you understand why I was laughing.  I could not get hold of the story well 

enough to tell it without a loud guffaw!  Nonetheless, this story captures the 

American or perhaps human interest in gadgetry.  Gadgetry is everywhere. 

 The church, also, has some gadgetry, and it is good for the mind, body, 

and especially the soul.  ñThe Confession Gadgetò is available to you whenever 

you need it.  It works best in combination with God and people.  Here is a    

confessional prayer for you to examine. 

O Judge and Redeemer, we come before you, shorn of all 

pretense and without cause for pride.  

ã   We confess our attempts to get on in this life without     

     you as our guiding force.  

ã   We rely on our own wit and wisdom instead of  

     seeking spiritual depths.   

ã   We imagine that our hungers can be satisfied by bread 

alone.   

ã   Forgive us, O God, of our deceits and sinful ways that 

cut us off from sisters and brothers and from you.  

continuedé. 

Volume 2010, Issue 3  

The Towel and Basin  
 

March  2010  



 

é..continued 

 

 ã   Save us from ourselves, we pray, and 

      restore us to wholeness.  Lord, in    

      your mercy, hear our prayer through   

      Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 True confession is nothing to laugh about.  It is 

the moment when you hear Godôs voice through the 

vocals of another human being saying that you are    

forgiven so be at peace.  Now, that is a gadget you can 

use! 

 

 

 I Thank God for You! 

 

 

 

    

The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor  

 

 

Meet Charlie the talking,  

traveling Church Mouse  

Charlie will be traveling to Haiti in March 

with a recorded message from the children 

of HPC.  He  will be a visible member of the 

mission team as he attends school health 

assessments, clinic at the House of David 

and greets everyone he meets along the 

way.  Watch for Charlieõs report when he 

and the team return on March 27th!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MUSIC 
  

 

    

I must say, after we enjoyed the season of Christmas 

and Epiphany, it has been a blessing musically here at 

HPC. We have enjoyed the talents of so many of our 

church members, including the bells, Godôs Kids, the 

Praise Team, individual soloists (you know who you 

are!!) and our Choir and more!!!! WOW! So many   

talents here at HPC!!! Every single group has done 

such a beautiful job of preserving and playing        

wonderful  sacred music in our church, lifting up their 

praises to our God. I feel blessed by everyone, and 

every week I am more and more blessed.   

Have you enjoyed the music from our Praise Team   

before worship? Many thanks go out to Madison Rich 

on the drum set, Adam Gawlak and Joe Smith on bass, 

and  more  coming. Did you know they take time out 

of their schedule every week to lift their talents to 

God? What good Christians, sharing their talents with 

all of us! We already have more and more people I  

interested in sharing their talents, and I would like to 

continue to offer you, YES YOU! (sorry, this isnôt the 

army haha) the opportunity to share your gifts in any of 

our groups. What are you? A bell ringer? Well maybe 

you are!  What about a singer? Possibly!! And even if 

you donôt like singing or ringing bells and you just 

want to play a harmonica or spoons, we have a place 

for youé (Please donôt tell me your talent is spoons       

hahahaéNo, really.)é. Whatever it is that you want 

to share musically, I want to know about your gifts and 

enable you to share them with our congregation. 

Maybe you just need a lesson. I provide those too! 

Please contact me at any time to discuss a group like 

the Bells or Choir or Praise Team that you would like 

to join. We would love to have you be a part of our 

music.  

Here is my  direct number: (716) 725-7901 

 

 

   Josh Fehskens 

   Director of Music 

PAGE  2 THE TOWEL AND BASIN VOLUME 2010,  ISSUE 3 

 
Bonjou! 



 

 

 

In the event that the church building is 

closed in inclement weather, all scheduled 

meetings and events are cancelled including            

committees, circles, rehearsals, etc.  Please 

tune to any of the local television stations ï 2, 

4 or 7, as our HPC closings and cancellations 

will be reported there.  Snow and ice          

removal on area roads as well as around the 

building may not have been done and we 

care about your safety. 

 

 

 

Donôt forget!  Set your clocks ahead one hour before 

going to bed on Saturday, March 13th in order to 

spring into Daylight Savings Time!   

 

Then Spring will arrive on   

Saturday,  March 20th! 

 

 

 

 

 

Progressive Dinner Coming! 
 

 The date is Saturday, May 1.  This will be a     

wonderful opportunity to introduce some friends to 

our congregation, to get to know newer members 

better, or to renew acquaintances with older    

members in a relaxed setting.  Watch for more    

details in the April newsletter. 

                                Lamont Beers for Church Life 

 

 

From Pastoral Care Assistant,  

Wendy Zimmerman 

 
If you know any woman currently undergoing          

chemotherapy treatment, please pass the word to her 

that there is a cleaning service that provides FREE 

housecleaning - one time per month for four months 

while she is in treatment. 

 

All she has to do is sign up and have her doctor FAX a 

note confirming the treatment.  Cleaning for a Reason 

will have a participating maid service in her zip code 

area arrange for the service. 

 

http://www.cleaningforareason.org  

 

Please pass this information on to bless a woman going 

through cancer treatment.  This organization serves the 

entire USA and currently has 547 partners to help all of 

us.  Itôs our job to pass the word and let others know 

that we care.  Be a blessing to someone and pass this        

information along. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A trip is being planned for  

Kingdom Bound 2010 at  

Darien Lake, August 1st ï 4th 

 

Kingdom Bound is a Christian Festival of music and 

seminars. We are planning to camp on site for the      

duration of the festival.  For those of you age 14 and up 

who would like to attend, please contact Lynn Bushen 

649-1970 at the church office or Jeff Fisk 200-7612. 

Fundraising for the trip will follow. The final costs for  

individuals will be determined from participation in 

fund raising activities. 
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                                      WORSHIP & MUSIC                  
 

 March 7, 2010 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship & Communion 

   3rd Sunday in Lent 

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

   Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

   Sermon: ñSkill Buildingò 

 

March 14, 2010 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship   (Daylight Savings Time begins) 

   4th Sunday in Lent 

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

   Sermon Text:  Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

   Sermon:  ñPost your Failureò or ñProdigal Thoughtsò 

 

March 21, 2010 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 

   5th Sunday in Lent 

   Bells of Praise play 

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

   Sermon Text:  John 12:1-8 

   Sermon:  ñThe Power of Wasteò 

 

March 28, 2010 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship  

   Palm Sunday  

   Godôs Kids sing 

   9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

   Sermon Text:  Luke 19:28-40 

   Sermon:  ñDonkey Oneò 

 

April 1   Maundy Thursday  

 

April 2   Good Friday  

 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings in Lent - 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
A Lenten Walké 

 A Holy Week Scrutinyé 

  An Easter to Believe iné 

What Jesus said abouté 

 March 3 - Truth and Falsehood     

 March 10 - Leadership and Followership        Please bring hors dôoeuvres   

 March 17 - Rich and the Poor     Beverages will be furnished 

 March 24 - Death and Eternal Life 

 

**If you need childcare for these evenings, you need to let us know the Sunday before each study night.** 
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Maundy Thursday and Good Friday are important days 

in a Christianôs calendar.  Worship will be planned that   

is reflective for journeying with God.  Plans will be for 

the evening to start at 7:00 p.m. both days.   

More information will be available soon. 



 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 9AM TO 10 AM 
 

 Ongoing Bible Study in the Chapel 
 

 Every Sunday morning, Shelly Ring leads discussions 

of different Books of the Bible.  All are welcome to 

drop in and join the discussion.  It is meant as an aid to 

personal growth in understanding the Bible and your 

faith.  It is a chance to join old friends and make new 

friends along your faith journey. 

 

 

  Studies in the Lounge 
 

 Living The Questions, Introduction  

             to Progressive Christianity 

 

From February 14th through March 7th, Don Robinson 

and Lamont Beers will lead four discussions with ñno 

answers.ò  Their four sessions will use videos          

designed to spark discussion:  Who wrote the Bible?; 

Nature of God & the Divine; Creation; Restoring    

Relationships.  Discussing progressive Christianity 

may be unsettling, uncomfortable and challenging to 

some, but it definitely is not dull.  Whether you may 

agree or disagree with what progressive Christianity 

understanding is, it is an important opportunity to 

learn what it is, as there are many adherents in 

mainline denominations, including the PCUSA. 

 

 ñAmazing Graceò Movie Study 

 

From March 14th to 28th, Michael Weyand will lead a 

study of the movie ñAmazing Graceò, examining one 

manôs passion and perseverance to end the British 

slave trade.  In the three Sundays leading up to Easter, 

this movie study will look at how Grace and passion 

can change the world. 

 

 Easter Sunday ï No Adult Sunday School 

 

 Water Project in Tanzania, Africa 

On April 2nd, Masamichi Ikeda (founder of the UB 

chapter of Engineers without Borders) and Michael 

Weyand will discuss their January 2007 experience of 

overcoming the cultural and technical issues involved  

 

 

in  bringing  clean  drinking water to impoverished and  

underdeveloped areas of our world.   We are blessed in 

WNY to be able to turn on our faucet and drink     

without worrying about disease.  How can we as a 

Christian community help bring such a basic service as 

clean water to others? 

 

  

  

 IF YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR      

FUTURE ADULT EDUCATION TOPICS, 

PLEASE TALK WITH ANY MEMBER OF    

THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><  
 

* DIVA by DIVA  *  
 

Join us for an evening of friendship and 

laughter.  

Enjoy a NEW show with songs, poetry and 

humor for, by and about WOMEN.  

 Thursday, March 18, 7:30 pm   

Hilbert College, Hamburg  
Doors open 6:30pm for FREE refreshments , 

theme basket raffles  

and a chance to win a  FREE door prize ! 

 

 Tickets $25.00    

Proceeds to benefit the children of  

Hopevale, Inc.   

Advanced payment  necessary to reserve a seat   

Checks payable to Hopevale, Inc.   

 Leave payment with Church office   

Sign up in narthex  

  NEW  Deadline Sunday, March 7  
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Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions 

of other Christians through One Great Hour of     

Sharing to share Godôs love with people experiencing 

need.  Our gifts support ministries of disaster          

response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and 

community development that help find safe refuge, 

start new lives and work together to strengthen their 

families and communities. 
 

The hundreds of millions of dollars Presbyterians 

have given over the last half-century have enabled a 

powerful witness to the love of the One who came 

that all might have life more abundantly.  This        

offering over and above our regular offerings is      

directed about evenly to the Presbyterian Hunger   

Program, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the 

Self-Development of People. 
 

Recognizing that the hope we have in Christ is lived 

out in our hope for one another, we respond with gifts 

that help our sisters and brothers around the world 

find the hope for a brighter future.  Last year our   

congregation here at Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

gave $3,423.48 - what will it be this year? 
 

Your Mission Committee, 

Tom Conway, Janie Smith - co-chairs 

From the Deacons... 
 

 Several Deacons attended the Elder and Deacon event 

held in late January, and thought that it was            

interesting and worthwhile. 
 

 On January 31st, our Youth group made casseroles 

and served at Friends of Night People. Channel 7 was 

there that evening, interviewing patrons about the   

extremely cold weather. Our Youth looked great on 

TV, as they were serving! 140 meals were served. 

Thanks so much to the Youth group for supporting 

this important mission. Our next opportunity to serve 

is Sunday, March 28th. Please sign up in the narthex 

if you would like to make a casserole, bring salads, or 

serve on that day. Thank you. 
 

 Also in January, 185 sandwiches were taken to St. 

Lukeôs. Thanks to all who make sandwiches each 

month! The folks at St. Lukeôs really appreciate the 

effort.  Our next Sandwich Sunday is March 21st. 
 

 The next Deacon meeting is on Tuesday, March 2nd, 

at 7:00 p.m. 
 

   Katy Webster  

   For the Deacons 

 

The Haiti Mission Team has 

rescheduled their trip 
 

 

 

 

 

March 20 - 27, 2010 
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Godôs Kids 
 

Godôs Kids will be singing in worship on Palm Sunday, March 28th at the 10:30 a.m. service.  Look for their new 

stoles sporting a special Palm Sunday symbol.  They will be singing Sing Glad Hosannas in addition to another 

special piece, Childrenôs Hosannas, which will be sung with the Chancel Choir.  We will be working on the   

stoles - putting symbols on them on Tuesday, March 23rd. 

 

Scheduling Note:  There will be no rehearsal on Tuesday, March 16th 

  

         Karen Hummel 

   Haiti 



 

Christian Education Coordinator Corner 
 

      We are now in the season of Lent and the next rotation for K-5th grade is titled The Resurrection of 

Jesus.  Dates are March 7, 14, 21, 28 at 9:00 am.  Workshops will include science, audiovisual, games and 

puzzles, and art.  The resurrection verse to remember is John 20:18 ñMary Magdalene went and          

announced to the disciples, ñI have seen the Lord,ò and she told them that he had said these things to 

her.ò   

     God calls each of us to go and tell others about what God has done and is doing  through Christôs death 

and resurrection.  During this Lent season share stories with your children of how being in relationship 

with God changes your life.  

 

      The next 4 stories for pre-schoolers are: 
 

1)  A New Commandment: Jesus Loves Me  John 13:34-35 

2)  The Good Neighbor Cares                         Luke 10:29-37 

3)  Palm Sunday               Matthew 21: 1-11 

4)  Easter                           Matthew 28 

 

      The tradition of presenting Bibles to our third graders is still important to the Christian Education  

Committee.  Please notify me of children that are in 3rd grade and any child you desire to be given the 

Word of God.  Once read and believed, their lives will be changed. 

 

Cindy Hardin 

Christian Education Coordinator 

949-3679 
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HPC BYLAWS  
 

The suggested new bylaws have been available for 

all since the annual meeting.  The enclosed bylaws 

revision sheet is in the newsletter for you.  This will 

explain the changes suggested.  
 

 On Sunday, March 21st, after a brief fellowship 

time, we will return to the sanctuary and discuss 

these changes. 
 

The final suggested bylaws will be available for your 

discernment on Sunday, April 18th and then it is   

intended that a congregational meeting be called for 

Sunday, May 16th. 
 

If you desire a copy mailed to you, please notify the 

church office. 

 

MARCH FELLOWSHIP HOUR  

March 7 Trustees 

March 14 Presbyterian Woman -  

    Ruth and Hannah 

March 21 Worship & Music 

March 28 Caregivers 

 

 

Can I email you? 
 

HPC is trying to improve our communication meth-

ods. Email is one of the tools we are trying to lever-

age. So, can we email you? 

 

Send me an email so I can add you to my list.    

Or call the church office and verify that the  

email address we have for you is correct. 

 

Tony Cimorelli.   

email: acimorel@yahoo.com 



 

SESSION           Clerk of Session:  Sue Ganey 

   Class of 2010  Class of 2011  Class of 2012  

   Tom Conway  David Bortel  Holly Bahruth 

   Jim Lewis  Anna Robinson Wayne Hines 

   Janie Smith  Joe Streamer  Tom Rivers 

   Blair Webster  Wendy Zimmerman Susan Robinson 

        

THE DEACONS                                Moderator:  Tricia Harrigan     Secretary:   

   Pat Headlee  Katy Webster  Joyce Huen 

   Peter Leyonmark Tricia Harrigan  

   Hannah Rich  Anne Nelson   

   June Sercu  Shari Gallagher 

      Mary Rey 

 

THE TRUSTEES  President:  Mike Weyand  Session Rep: Wayne Hines 

Recording Secretary:  

   Jeff Leyonmark Nancy Brogan 

   Mike Weyand  JoAnne Reed 

      Scott Nelson 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEBRUARY 8, 2010 

SESSION MEETING 

 

Meeting opened with prayer and a quorum was       

declared.    

 

Election of Clerk and Treasurer was approved.  Clerk 

Sue Ganey, Treasurer Wendy Zimmerman. 

 

Committee Chairs were discussed and the transition of 

Trustees if and when the Bylaws are changed. 

 

Pastorôs report was given highlighting Shrove Tuesday 

Pancake lunch and dinner, Ash Wednesday and       

service at 7:00 p.m.  Thank you for Jeff Fisk and 

Sharon for all the work on the elevator and a new    

custodian will be starting. 

  

Motion made and Passed to reinstate Cindy Hardin, 

Christine Petrilla, Vickie Warhol, Barbara Robie and 

Ursula Rowell to Active Membership. 

 

Minutes from the January meetings were approved. 

 

An audit of 2009 books will be completed. 

 

 

Trustees report given and our kitchen passed the 

Health Dept. 

 

Committee reports were accepted as presented. 

 

Some of the struggles of the church were discussed: 

Roof of church needs to be done, Personnel had a    

request for more hours for some personnel, Mission 

would like more monies and wasnôt happy with the 

budget process, Finance would like to build reserves.  

Worship wants more inspiring service and transition of 

Leadership. 

 

Bylaws committee will lead the first general meeting 

March 21, 2010 of the congregation. 

 

Meeting adjourned with prayer at 9:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Susan Ganey Clerk 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 
         * 2 Edith Beatty   (91!) 

 2 Nicole Bethge 

            2 Pat Smith 

 3 Dawn Sauda 

 4 Kristi Davis 

            4 Emily Szczublewski 

            6 Tyler Bortel 

            6 Weston Ferro 

            6 JoAnne Reed 

            7 John Blood 

            7 Leanne Howe 

            7 Gail Wheaton 

            9 Kathryn Griffin 

           10 Sue Ganey 

           11 Rebecca Reed 

           12 Joshua Howe 

           14 Yvonne Michaels 

           14 Dick Reynolds 

           17 Dave Coleman 

           17 Matt Lanfear 

           17 Dorothy Marrelli 

           19 Chase Bortel 

           20 Jakson Ross 

           21 Claire Conway 

           21 Ken Walker 

           28 Nicholas Nelson 

           29 Aaron Pickel 

           29 Lyn Rivers 

           31 Rachel Reed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Special Note:   

  We congratulate our members on reaching 

the wonderful milestone of 85 or more! 

     If weôve missed a birthday in your family or 

have printed incorrect information, please phone 

the church office with the updates at 649-1970. 
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Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. September through May 

  and one service only at 9:30 a.m. June through Labor Day. 

7:15 p.m. Christian Nurture - the fourth Tuesday of each month 

 Service for the developmentally disabled individuals in area group homes. 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the April issue of the Towel & Basin is Wednesday, March 17, 2010.  Please label articles 

with your name and telephone number and deliver them to the church office. (No article will  be accepted   

without identification.) You may also submit your articles via e-mail to:         hpc.hpc@verizon.net.  
 

   Periodic Postage 

                                    577-400                            

   Hamburg, NY 14075 

 

The Towel & Basin 

(ISSN 577-400) 

 

Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

177 Main Street 

Hamburg, New York 14075-4959 

Periodical Postage at Hamburg, NY 14075 

 

Published Monthly 11 times (July/August) 

Pastor:  Rev. James  (Jim) D. Burton 

Pastoral Care Assistant: Wendy Zimmerman 

Director of Music: Josh Fehskens 

Organist/Keyboardist: Joanne Hollenbeck 

Christian Education Coordinator: Cindy Hardin 

Director of Childrenôs Choirs:  Karen Hummel 

Director of Hand Bells: Amy Low  

Director of Childrenôs Hand Chimes: Maleah Gawlak 

Treasurer: Wendy Zimmerman  

Bookkeeper: Sue Richardson 

Financial Secretary: Jacki Knauss 

Sextons: Don Baltes and Mark Walters 

Administrative Secretary: Lynn Bushen 

Telephone:  (716) 649-1970 

FAX:  (716) 649-3843  

E-mail:  hpc.hpc@verizon.net  

Web Page: www.hamburgpresbychurch.org  


