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Hamburg Presbyterian Church

My Hope for HPC in Summer 2010

Dear Friends
A while back | had the opportunity to share my immediate hope for HPC.

Without a doubt, God's Spirit is directing us. That Spirit directs us as we follow Christ
Jesus. Some people refer to this journey as a process of becoming more holy. This journey
can also be understood as the process of becoming more human. The post-Apostolic father
Origen would agree. God calls us to act in extraordinary capacities. We were, after all,
created human! One might say that God wants to restore us.

As this happensin our lives, thisis what we need to do. We need to act in an extraordinary
capacity that would enrich God’'s community at HPC. As we struggle with transformation
and what it means for the church, our steps can become the fertilizer, seeds, and blossoms
of other people' sfaith. We ALL arecalled!

We need to articulate our faith in a clear and concise way that agrees with the church
mission statement. How is God working in your life and bringing you to HPC?
What is the most enriching moment at HPC that you have shared with others or
that other people need to know about?

We need use the professional help offered from the presbytery. By the way,
Presbytery, Presbytery Staff, etc. is lovingly working and supporting HPC. We
need to partner with groups that inform our faith. Our goals will often be
refocused. What is there about HPC that God has shown you that you can share
with others? How do we work in community with other groups, especially non
Christian groups that magnifies the love of God in Hamburg or western New
Y ork?

We need to focus on humans wanting to share their faith. You and | need to share our
faith in Christ. The church is a good practice field for this. What has God done in
our lives? Some people call this Evangelism. Some religious writers like Paul
Nixon who wrote | Refuse to Lead a Dying Church, say that we must let the
community outside the church know that we are here and want them involved
within the walls. We need to face our community NOW. Perhaps the new Natural
Church Development survey taken this last Sunday will answer some of our
guestions. In the mean time an operative question is how is God nurturing or
supporting you through your ministry at HPC? What can your pastor do to help
you?

The time is now. So as we move into the summer months let us prepare ourselves for a
season of sharing our faith, our intellect, and ourselves. Let usdo thisto the glory of God.

| Thank Our God for Y ou! »
Ay [

The Reverend Jim (James) D. Burton, Pastor

PS — Since 2004 this is the most asked question asked me by people living in the area.
Where is your church?

PPS - A Big thank you from Marianne and me to you for all of your cards and letters as |
recover from surgery.



Thoughts of
Christian Education Coordinator

Wow, it® hard to believe nine months of Sunday
school has passed! Rotation workshop started in
September with Samuel - The Call of God and ended
with Pentecost - The Birth of the Church. With the
celebration of Pentecost fresh in our minds and hearts,
remember Jesus@words before he ascended, "But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you,
and you will be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts1:8
Today we are the witnesses in HPC of the Christ we
believe.

| thank everyone who served God in the Christian
education of HPC. Their witness of God® love
strengthens the faith journey of another generation of
children and youth. On Sunday, June 6th, join in the
praise and celebration of God® word, God® teachers
and assistants, and God® children and youth.

My summer months will be busy planning a new
season of Sunday school, designing creative kid
friendly learning spaces, and organizing my office and
resource materias. Three teams - one for each project -
are needed. Imagine the transforming power of God®
faithful creating and working to the glory of God to
provide this community a resource for the witness of
Christ®truth! Consider and decide where your talents
and gifts can and will be used. So when you receive a
phone call from the CE committee, you can® use the
excuse "l have to think about it."

Continue to pray for HPC, our leaders, our
members, and our programs. Keep the word of God
alivein your homes each day.

Cindy Hardin
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Summer Music in Wor ship

Hi! I’m back.....writing newsletter articles again in the
interim while the church seeks a new Director of
Music. | so enjoyed the time that we had with Josh,
but now we need to regroup, focus on where we are
now, and what we can do to make the music at HPC
just as exciting as it has been this past year. THANK
Y OU to the Praise Band members who have continued
to play for our gathering time on Sundays - Maleah,
you are super! People probably don’t know how much
work you've been putting in to prepare for these
gathering times - writing out each piece of music so
that the singers have actua notes to sing, and you have
the notes to play on the piano! (Josh used “chord
charts’ for the instrumentalists, but vocalists need the
notes).

Wendy Zimmerman has graciously stepped forward to
direct the Chancel Choir for the last two Sundays in
May; and Karen Hummel is doing a lot of “behind the
scenes’ work to make our music program run smoothly
in thisinterim time.

One of my former duties, which | now have back one
more time, is to set up the summer music schedule
with soloists and groups. We have some exciting
Sundays planned!! On July 4 we will be having
“Praise in the Park”, and among the groups providing
music will be areturn of the “Church Ladies’. On July
18, we will have a guest artist, George Davis, George
is a tenor from the Buffalo area - he teaches vocal
music at the Buffalo Performing Arts High School, and
is an expert in Gospel Music and Spirituals. So that
will be a fun morning! We have several youth who
will be singing and doing instrumental work, a small
hand bell ensemble, a possible vocal “surprise”, of
course the Summer Choir and some other groups that
we're still working on. It will be an exciting summer
at HPC - pleasejoin us!!

Joanne Hollenbeck



THE DEACON’'S CORNER...

On April 18, Pat and Dick Headlee and | delivered
296 sandwiches to St. Luke's. What a thrill to have so
many to deliver! Thank you to the high school Sunday
school class who made close to 100 of those
sandwiches. At the end of April, 190 meas were
served at Feast for Friends. We are approaching
summer “break” time. Keep in mind that, athough we
may take some time off, hunger does not. Please
continue to bring your sandwiches and food (and time)
for St. Luke' s and Feast for Friends. Have a wonderful
summer!

Joyce Huen for
The Deacons

A trip isbeing planned for
Kingdom Bound 2010 at
Darien Lake, August 1% — 4™

Kingdom Bound is a Christian Festival of music and
seminars. We are planning to camp on site for the
duration of the festival. For those of you age 14 and up
who would like to attend, please contact Lynn Bushen
649-1970 at the church office or Jeff Fisk 200-7612.
Fundraising for the trip will follow. The final costs for
individuals will be determined from participation in
fund raising activities.

hant
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HPC Quilters,

Thank you for the beautiful quilts. Anna and
Benjamin were delighted to receive them. Anna walked
all the way home hugging it in her arms. I'm sure
Sarah will grow to treasure hers as much as her
brother and sister already do. The quilts were a very
thoughtful gift. We appreciate all of the love and hard
work that went into creating them.

Sncerely,
The Reagan Family

Please check the picture of the children in the
lounge. That saysit all!

May 12, 2010
Dear Church Members:

Accompanying this letter is a sincere thank you for al
your work at Springtime in the Country at the
Fairgrounds Event Center in Hamburg. As aways,
your friendliness, dedication and loyalty to this event
and Premier Promotions is appreciated greatly. We
look forward to seeing you all in thefall at Christmasin
the Country and hope this letter finds everyone well
and looking forward to summer.

Sincerely,
Ed, Sdly, Dan and Megan
Premier Promotions

Dear Friendsat Hamburg Presbyterian Church:
Thank you for caring about me at the time of my
surgery and during the current healing and recovery
process. Your cards, prayers, phone cals and visits
were truly appreciated and brought joy to my days.
Hamburg Presbyterian Church------- you have been a
blessing to me.

Thank you,
Jevene H. Osborne

The Hamburg Nursery School would like to thank the
Hamburg Presbyterian Church for their generous
support and the use of the kitchen, parking lot and
Fellowship Hall for our Annua Chiavetta's Chicken
Barbeque. We truly appreciate the supportive
relationship we have with the church and we are
grateful for your kindnessto us.

In appreciation, The Hamburg Nursery School
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WORSHIP & MUSIC J-JJJ‘
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8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship
Cindy Hardin speaking
Sermon: “Holy Mystery”
God'sKids sing

Scripture: Luke 7:11-17

9:30 a.m. Morning Prayer
Haiti Sunday

9:30 a.m. Worship

Father’s Day - Strawberry Social

Sermon: “How to Survive (Almost) Anything”

Children’s Time: “ Silence’

Sermon Texts: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a & Luke 8:26-39

9:30 a.m. Worship
Sermon: “The Jesus Type’
Sermon Texts. 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 & Luke 9:51-62

10:00 a.m. Praisein the Park
Independence Day
Sermon: “ Thoughts About America’

9:30 a.m. Worship & Communion

“What I like about him he never tells you
to stay in line, he asks you to stay in line.”

Ed
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Some of the mothers, grandmothers and great grandmothers who came forward after the May 9th service
tojoin God' s Kids choir in aMother’s Day photograph at Hamburg Presbyterian Church.
Karen Hummel, Children’s Choir Director

Chautauqua Day - 2010 engage the holy book of the Judeo-Christian tradition. A

The Chautauqua Department of Religion proudly committed Christian who has spent alifetime studying the
presents an Interfaith Lecture Series featuring g‘i)bl eand Whr?ser:if? haz geen dee;?lly Ehaped bydi}’ BiSh‘r)]P
Bishop John Shelby Spong pong says that he is a believer who knows and loves the
Monday, June 28, 2010 - 2:00 p.m. Bible deeply, but who recognizes that parts of it have

John Shelby Spong, whose books have sold more than a been used to under gird prejudices and to mask violence.
million copies, was bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of
Newark for 24 years before his retirement in 2001.
Acclaimed as a teaching bishop who makes
contemporary theology accessible to the ordinary
layperson, he is considered the champion of an inclusive
faith, both inside and outside the Christian church. In one
of his recent books, The Sns of Scripture: Exposing the
Bible® Texts of Hate to Discover the God of Love (2005),
Bishop Spong sought to introduce readersto a new way to

Gather at HPC 8:00 am. to arrive at Chautauqua at 9:15.
Attend worship and take in the Chautauqua experience.

Cost: Approximately $35.00 which does
not include food or anything you may pick
up in abookstore or craft shop.



Dedication of the Elevator each person using the elevator hear your love for
Hambur g Presbyterian Church them whether in worship, small group, committee
Pentecost Sunday - May 23, 2010 meeting, or community or re-habitation program.
May this church body example your love to the
Holy, Mighty and Ever-living Life-giver, you are people who can now come to the church because of
the Companion and Sovereign, the great | Am to the elevator. O God, may we be found worthy. We
everyone. Through the years you guided your people pray thisin Jesus, name, Amen.
in their faith journey. Y our only caveat was that the
people understand and participate in discovering
your love exampled best by Christ Jesus your Son.
In so many ways we have failed you in that. In
many other ways we have not just captured your
love but shown your love to your world, the place
where we live. So though we have much to do, we
are grateful for our journey thus far.

Because of your Holy Spirit, your unimpeachable
love stands, and through your Holy Spirit’s presence
with us, we are providing for your mission field in
Hamburg. What was impossible was made possible
because of the get up and go, the get up and do that
comes from your provision. We are blessed.

So many people have participated in this adventure.
Some gave their physical labor, as a matter of fact
they still are giving. Some people gave so much
time that we can never offer enough thanks. Many
good people opened their pocketbooks and billfolds
sharing with HPC for this endeavor what only you
made available for them to give. As they have
blessed us with time, talent and money, we pray that
you give them not just the feeling of being blessed,
but the knowledge of knowing that right things were
done with their gifts.

So we gather to say thank you for making this
elevator possible. In our praying, some of us pray T@“
with eyes closed and bowed heads. Others of us fix

our eyes on the cross, or the communion table, or the pegr Friends:

baptismal font. As we gather to say thank you, On behalf of Operation Good Neighbor, we want to
encourage us to remember that your gaze is fixed say thank you for your support. Y our donation of
upon your creation and that part which we are. May $350.00 is greatly appreciated and will enable usto
we be found faithful to you in body, in spirit, and in pyrchase more food for the less fortunate.

our sacrifices. God bless you for being so thoughtful.

Finally, this elevator was built to enable and

empower people in worship, in understanding, and Sincerely,
especialy in Christian hospitality. Bless the ups, Mrs.B.
downs, and the stops that this elevator makes. May Assistant Director



Vacation Bible School 2010
We are the Church Together!

St. Matthew's UCC
Hamburg Presbyterian
St. James UCC

Save the Dates!
August 23" - 26"
9 AM-12 Noon
Closing Thursday Night
Open to the Entire Congregation
St. Matthew’'s UCC on McKinley Hosting

Closing Thursday August 26" 7:00
Ice Cream Social
Square Dance with Gary Burdick and Company

Free Will Offering

St. Matthew's UCC
Hamburg Presbyterian
St. James UCC

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

August 23 -26™

Join together with your church neighbors and share time and
talents with our kids! See some ideas below
If you can help, see your VBS representative!
Don’t miss out!

Carpentry - Jewelry Making - Snack Prep
Gardening - Quilting - Knitting

First Aid - Recreation - Cooking
Languages - Music - Geology
Child Care - Clowning - Arts& Crafts

Puppet Ministry - Dance -



Dear Friends of the CIA,

Thank you for your prayers and contributions to Churches in Action in support of Haiti. Sue Rich, Sue
Robinson, Dudley and JoAnne Hollenbeck, along with 15 others, recently returned from a mission trip there.
We felt overwhelmed by the devastation and need that we witnessed. Many have been left homeless and
orphaned and tent cities stretch as far as the eye can see. Although food and water are now being distributed in
Port-au-Prince, beyond the city aid has been nearly non-existent. Food costs have gone up significantly and
many are suffering.

With your support we were able to bring medical supplies, water filtration systems, and beanie babies.
The beanie babies were a huge hit and brought joy to the school children (surprisingly the teenage boys
enjoyed picking one out almost more than the younger children). The children drew pictures of their
experiences with the earthquake showing homes destroyed, people dying and injured, and people coming to
help. It was moving to hear them explain their pictures and to realize what these children have seen and their
fears of it happening again. Every student had the opportunity to see a doctor, and have their vision and blood
tested. Those students needing glasses will receive them in June when a group from Mission Vision goes.
Nearly all the students were anemic due to poor diet and we plan to supply them with vitamins with iron to be
given at school.

We were able to leave money for school sponsorships for several families who lost jobs and homes.
Also we set up severa families with funds to provide food. One woman who was very malnourished had only
been able to provide one banana a day for each of her four children. With your help she will now be able to
purchase grains, fruits and vegetables. We were aso able to purchase an autoclave sterilization unit for the
dental clinic for $3,000. With the remaining funds we plan to continue to provide education, food, medical care,
clean water, and hope for the community of Thomassin, Haiti.

Thank you again to everyone who prayed and donated money and supplies to this mission. We are
putting together a power point presentation from the trip to share with any groups that are interested. Please
feel freeto contact one of us with any questions or to set up atime for usto come and speak to your group.

Peace,
Sue Rich

Sue Rich: 648-5785
Sue Robinson: 649-9034
Dudley & JoAnne Hollenbeck: 648-4910

IN TRANSITION

HPC isin atransition period as we upgrade our telephone system
and service.

If you have difficulty reaching us, it's just temporary so please ..
bear with us during what should be a very brief time. /f// A
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CHARLIE'S
CORNER

Hi, everybody!

Long time, no see!! But that’s been mostly my
fault, since | haven’t been coming to church
lately. Why?, you might ask. Wdll........ because
I’ve been really busy doing “mousey” types of
things, because my “mom”, Joanne, hasn’'t been
taking me to events. | don’t know many people
in the church personally, so I don’t ask to be
taken along. | know these arejust excuses but |
want to change! | want to go to Friends of the
Night and help serve a meal; | want to go to St.
Luke s with sandwiches or on any other project
wher e there might be something for me to do; |
want to come to some Sunday school classes and
other activities around the church. Can you
help me? My “mom” has promised to include
me more often in things that she's doing but |
still want to get to know mor e people around the
church! Please contact my mom (432-3857) if
there's somewhere you'd like to take me. The
only requirement | have is that a camera
document my activities. “Mom” is making a
photo album for me of all the places I've been
and | love to look at it!! It's just not full
enough! So please think about me as you plan
your calendar!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'’S
SUMMER GATHERING

Saturday Picnic
June5th at 4:30 p.m.

Please invite afriend or neighbor and join us for
our annua Summer Picnic GATHERING. We
begin with dinner at 4:30 p.m. followed by our
program. Please, bring a main course dish to
share. The ladies of the Ruth Circle will treat usto
dessert.

Our program presenters are members of
FAMILY PROMISE of WNY, a group of
compassionate volunteers, who are responding to
the needs of homeless families, Why? Because
FAMILY HOMELESSNESS IS REAL IN Western
New York. We will learn how faith communities
and organizations join hearts and hands to help
those homeless families find temporary shelter,
meals and assistance while seeking their own
independence.

Child CareisAvailable!
The sign-up sheet islocated in the narthex.

JUNE FELLOWSHIPHOUR

June6 Deacons

Junel3  Session

June20  Church LifeeNCD-Evangelism
June27  Caregivers

a5




SESSION Clerk of Session: Sue Ganey
Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Tom Conway David Bortel Holly Bahruth
Jim Lewis AnnaRobinson Wayne Hines
Janie Smith Joe Streamer Tom Rivers
Blair Webster Wendy Zimmerman Susan Robinson
THE DEACONS Moderator: TriciaHarrigan
Pat Headlee Katy Webster Joyce Huen
Peter Leyonmark TriciaHarrigan
Hannah Rich Anne Nelson
June Sercu Shari Gallagher
Mary Rey
THE TRUSTEES President: MikeWeyand Session Rep: Wayne Hines
Jeff Leyonmark Nancy Brogan
Mike Weyand JoAnne Reed
Scott Nelson

Help us spread God’ s word by putting a Biblein
the hands of 1,000 familiesin Haiti.

God has blessed the work of Functional Literacy
Ministry of Haiti in opening 38 literacy centers
(defined as a humble dwelling where adults can go to
learn how to read)! To celebrate their graduation,
1,000 adults will be given aBible printed in their
native language of Creole!

Churches In Action is helping raise $5,500 to pay
for 550 of the Bibles that will be presented at their
Summer 2010 graduation. We are asking for your
help in two ways.

Pray for the Haitian people and the work of
Functional Literacy Ministry.
and

Make a generous donation to pay for the Bibles. A
bible will cost $10.00 (but thereis no limit on the
number of Bibles you can purchase). Please make
checks payableto ChurchesIn Action. Cashisaso
accepted! A personalized label will be signed by each
donor and returned with your donation. The labels
will be taken to Haiti and affixed to each Bible.

Return donations to your CIA representative.

To allow our team of Missionaries to hand deliver
the labels, please return your donation by June 14th.

If you have any questions please contact your CIA
Church Representative or Howard Rich @ 863-8636.

“Your word is aLamp to my feet and alight to my
path.” (Psalm 119:105)



JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Marilyn Grishkat
June Streamer
Elyse Perry
Brenden Woods
Alan Smith

Jim Klinger
Elizabeth Lauchert
Adam Gawlak
Connie Kavanaugh
Moe Lauchert
Casey Low

Katy Webster
Melanie Fisk
EmmaBantin

11 J. R. Reed

11 Amanda Robinson
13 Andrew Leyonmark
13 Amy Mitchell

14 Sandra Nelson

14 Susan VanTine

15 Kathy Blood

15 Miranda Smith

OCONNNNNOO TR, WNDN

* 15 Isabelle Weisser (99!)
* 16 EllesHorton
20 Jim Cox

20 Taylor Weyand
20 Meredith Wilson
21 Anna Robinson
23 Lisa Cimorelli
25 Pam Boehler

25 Janet Deforest
25 Ginnie Sprague
26 Jeanne Coleman
27 Anna Gow

28 Marilyn Monckton
28 Jillian Smith

30 Lois Cavanagh
30 Sarah Connelly

* Special Note:
We congratulate our members on reaching the
wonder ful milestone of 85 or more!

If we've missed a birthday in your family or have
printed incorrect information, please phone the
church office with the updates at 649-1970.
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[ Worship Services |

Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 am. September through May
and one service only at 9:30 am. June through Labor Day.
7:15 p.m. Christian Nurture - the fourth Tuesday of each month
Service for the developmentally disabled individuals in area group homes.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for the July/August issue of the Towel & Basin is Wednesday, June 16, 2010. Please label
articles with your name and telephone number and deliver them to the church office. (No article will be
accepted without identification.) Y ou may also submit your articles via e-mail to:

hpc.hpc@verizon.net.




