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Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

�

�Spinning Wheel" is the title of a popular song from 1969 by the band Blood, Sweat & Tears.  
The first verse goes like this…  

What goes up must come down 
spinning wheel got to go round 

Talking about your troubles it's a crying sin 
Ride a painted pony 

Let the spinning wheel spin. 

 Let me tell you one great reason I like the song!  What goes up must come down. 

 Well it is 2009, and the Session asked Lamont Beers and me to relay an important message to 
all of the wonderful folk in the church.  

The Elevator is Coming ! ! ! 

Your Session has voted to accept the bid of 312K from R & P Oak Hill Development to build 
the elevator.  You received details of this bid in a letter sent to you by the Clerk of Session.  
This bid is quite a bit higher than the originally budgeted amount of 200K.  This raises the  
question of how other Capital Campaign projects will be affected.  So far 77.5K of Capital 
Campaign funds have been spent: 25K for Mission, 24K for MOM mortgage payments, 12K for 
cost of the Campaign drive, and 15K put in reserve** to help prevent cash flow problems.  If all 
of the pledged 480K is received, 74.5K will remain to be used for remaining Campaign        
projects. 

          480  K*  pledged amount 
        -312  K   elevator 
         -77.5K   spent so far 
         -11   K   mortgage payments for remainder of 2009 
           -5   K   reclad steeple in summer of 2009 
          74.5 K  left for all remaining projects  

* K= $1,000; **necessitated because of the cost of the church’s new boiler/heating system 
 

 The above figures make it clear that not all of the remaining Campaign projects can be fully 
completed.  The remaining projects include MOM loan payments (present outstanding loan 
balance 169K), Mission (55K budgeted but not yet spent), Audio System (16K), and other 
Church building projects (10K).  After elevator construction is completed the Session will    
decide how to spend the remaining Capital Campaign funds. 

It is going to happen. What goes up must come down…and go up again. 

I Thank Our God for You! 

   

  

The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor 
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HAMBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 2009 CONFIRMATION CLASS  

 Confirming and Commissioning (W-4.2003 Book of Order) 

 The church nurtures those baptized as children and calls them to make public their personal profession of 
faith and their acceptance of responsibility in the life of the church.  When these persons are ready, they 
shall be examined by the session.  (G-10.0102b)  After session has received them as active members they 
shall be presented to the congregation during a service of public worship.  In that service the church shall 
confirm them in their baptismal identity.  They shall reaffirm the vows taken at Baptism by 

a. professing their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 

b. renouncing evil and affirming their reliance on God’s grace, 

c. declaring their intention to participate actively and responsibly in the worship and mission                      
 of the church.  (W-3.3603) 

 They are commissioned for full participation in the mission and governance of the church, and are        
welcomed by the congregation.  (W-3.3502; W-3.3602-.36.8; W-3.3701) 

 

 Confirmation Sunday June 7, 2009 

 8:15 AM    Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) – Confirmands, Parents, Grandparents, Siblings, Elders, Minister, 
CEC 

 8:45 AM    Confirmation Class Advisors Sue & Russell Rich introduce Confirmands for their reading of 
“Personal Profession of Faith & Acceptance of Responsibility in the Life of the Church”.  (Copies of 
“Profession of Faith” will be distributed by June 1st to members of session for their examination.  Elders 
will coordinate with confirmation advisors to interview any member candidate with any questions arising 
from their Profession of Faith during the week prior to Confirmation Sunday.) 

 10 AM        Called meeting of session to vote on receiving Confirmands as active members of the Hamburg 
Presbyterian Church. 

 10:30 AM    Service of Worship conducted by 2009 Confirmation Class that includes their commissioning 
as members and CEC presentation of confirmation gifts. 

 11:30 AM    Congregational Welcome Reception for new members and their families.  (Cake and Coffee 
hosted by Christian Education Committee.)  Class photos follow. 

 

 Confirmation Class Members 

 Hannah Rich     Molly Brogan     Jared Brucker     Ben Brucker 

Trey Cimorelli    Sarah Connelly    Adam Gawlak     Connor Gow 

Amanda Obenshain     Melissa Obenshain     Virginia Tytka     Patty Ring 
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MEET THE VENTURES  
 

     I had the privilege and pleasure of working with 
the young people in our Venture Crew 177 Saturday, 
May 16th at the rummage sale.  These young folks 
are hardworking, energetic, fun and supportive of 
one another.  So impressed was I with them that I 
attended their meeting on the following Wednesday 
evening at the Mission House.  What a joyful        
experience it was!  They are planning a white water 
raft trip as well as service and fundraising projects.  
It would be great if more of the youth from HPC 
would join.  People ages 14 - 21 (male or female) are 
eligible for membership.  Contact Emily or Jeff Fisk 
at 200-7612 or 200-7614 for more information or to 
join. 
   Shari Gallagher 
�
     Thank you to all who helped with and contributed 
to HPC's Spring Rummage Sale. The Mission    
Committee and   Venture Troop 177 raised $600 
from everyone's donated treasures. We sincerely 
hope that you enjoy the extra room in your           
cupboards, closets and garages!  

             Mission and Outreach Committee 
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The Reverend Elena Delgado is currently seeking 
to be of assistance to seniors or people in need of 
temporary companions.  She is an experienced     
pastoral caregiver. Whether it is reading, shopping, 
or wonderful fellowship for someone that you love, 
Elena would like to speak with you.  Call her at   
662-3923.   
 

DEACON NEWS 

The Deacons thank everyone who has participated in 
Sandwich Sunday and/or Feast for Friends.  In 
March, we delivered 251 sandwiches to St. Luke’s 
and served 180 people at Feast for Friends; in April 
237 sandwiches were delivered and 190 people 
served. 

Feast for Friends 

Good News!  If you would like to donate a casserole 
for Feast for Friends but are pressed for time or    
energy, you can donate $25.00 and the Sunday 
school classes will make one (a BIG one) for you!  
Just call Mary Rey (649-6052) for details. 

    Thanks!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Remember to recycle your newspapers,    
magazines and junk mail in our recycling         
receptacle in the HPC parking lot.  Please, no 
cardboard or telephone books! 
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Literacy Volunteers 

     The HPC sponsored Literacy Volunteers effort,    
to  provide reading tutors to those who need help,  
continues. 

We currently have five tutors teaching “one-on-one” 
in the Southtowns and four tutors at Hopevale. 

Let us know if you know of an adult who would     
appreciate reading help.  There is no cost to the client 
- only their desire to improve their reading skills. 

   Pat and Dick Headlee                      
   941-3490 
_____________________________________ 

Premier Promotions 

4/29/09 

To all volunteers at Springtime in the Country: 

Our heartfelt thanks goes out to you who helped to 
make our shows run smoothly.  Your attention to    
detail and friendliness to customers has not gone     
unnoticed. 

We are certainly blessed to have a good group as 
yourselves. 

  All of us at Premier 
  Sally, Megan, Ed, Don 

 

(Enclosed with Premier’s thanks was a check to HPC 
in the amount of $648.50) 
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The Seventh Annual Jason Pickel Memorial Scholarship Softball Tournament 
will be held on June 20, 2009, rain date June 21.  If you would like to form a 
team, volunteer, umpire, donate a "basket" or any other item for the Chinese       
Auction/silent auction, or if you just stop by and support us that day, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 
You can find out more information by visiting our website:  
www.jasonpickelscholarship.com or by calling us at 649-7538.   
You can register a team on line starting June 5th at 6:00pm.  If you have any     
questions, feel free to call.   

      Thanks for your consideration- The Pickel Family 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FIDELITY-CHASTITY ORDINATION STANDARD REMAINS IN PLACE IN THE PC(USA) 

  

The following information was compiled from articles in The Presbyterian Outlook and Presbyterian News 
Service of the PC(USA): 

  

Last year the 218th General Assembly proposed an amendment which would have replaced the commonly 
called “fidelity and chastity” clause of the Book of Order that requires church officers live in “fidelity 
within the covenant of marriage between a man an d a woman or chastity in singleness.”  This requirement 
has been in effect since 1997 and two subsequent proposals to delete it have failed in presbytery voting in 
1998 and in 2002.  Although all presbyteries have not cast a vote, after votes cast on April 25th, a majority 
of the denomination’s 173 presbyteries have voted “No” to changing the current standard.  Once all        
presbyteries have voted, it is anticipated that this vote will be closer than in the previous two deletion      
attempts.  

  

Representatives of those opposed to the current standard, including the More Light Presbyterians, have   
indicated that another amendment will be proposed and most likely passed in the next General Assembly in 
June, 2010 to remove the ordination standard as well as hearing recommendations on removing language in 
the Heidelberg Catechism relating to homosexuality and the issue of civil union and Christian marriage.  
The opponents feel confident that the standard will eventually be changed because of increased numbers of 
presbyteries that “flipped” their votes from the previous two deletion attempts.  The increase in the 
“flipping” can be explained by several factors…fewer folks showed up to vote, less awareness of the issue, 
conservative churches leaving the PC(USA) and simple fatigue factor in delivering the same answer three 
times.  There is undeniably the impact of culture as the vote does not take place in a vacuum.  During the 
vote, two more states took steps to legalize gay marriage.  Some see the closer vote as reflecting changes of 
views in the American culture, some characterizing that as progress towards equality and fairness, while 
others see religion caving in to the secular culture.  Jack Rogers, a former PC(USA) General Assembly 
moderator and supporter of changing the standard, stated “I don’t have any question that it is going to 
come.  We will come to the position of treating all our members equally, and I will be rejoicing in that.” 

  

Those supporting the standard, including Presbyterians for Renewal and Presbyterian Coalition view the 
vote as a positive outcome, showing that the church has decided to stay in the mainstream of the Christian 
church overall and not join a minority.  The question of gay and lesbian ordination has rocked many        
denominations such as the Episcopal and UCC churches and this Presbyterian vote will be scrutinized in a 
more expansive context.  A proposal is being circulated that would raise the possibility of creating a      
non-geographic synod, a way to build a bigger comfort zone for evangelicals who want to stay in the 
PC(USA) but oppose the ordination of gays and lesbians.  Evangelical Terry Schlossberg asks “What is the 
teaching that people are getting from the church that gives them an alternative to what they’re living with 
every day, hearing, reading, being infected by through the culture?” 

  

Both evangelicals and progressives know that the debate is not over…stay tuned.  

          GUY HUMMEL 
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The next Haiti medical mission trip will be June 29 thru July 10, 2009. We 
are looking for doctors, nurses, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, an 
EMT, pharmacist, and support staff. There will also be an educational team 
and we are seeking pre-school teachers, a male and female health educator, 
plus support staff that have a heart for children. If you are interested please 
talk to Sue Robinson (649-9034) 

 

�

�

�

�����������	
��
��
 �
�

��

����������	
��
�������� ���� 
������� ������	� ��� ��
������� �

� ��� ��� � ��� ���� ������� ��� ��!"��
������	����#����$����%&''�()�)������

��
*�(� �

)� ��*������������(����
�
����+��,����

(����
� �*���� ���� ��	� ����� �����	
� ���� ,�
��� �*�
�� ��-������ ���� ��	� 	�
�����
�
	�

���
)� � .*��
����� �+��� ���� ���
�� 
(������� ��

� � �����(
���� ���*� �
� /�*�� ���0����
���
�����*��*����������������*����*����+���
������� �
�,�
1)�
���������2�(�	��	
���� �
� ���	���� ����%3)��!������ �� 

�	� �*��	��	
���� ��	�
��

� ���
	�

������������	��(
��
����

�������������45672879$:� �����������(������456;26;93: )�
�

�������������	
�� �

<��	��
�����+��+��
���
����	������������)�

�����,���

�����+����
�������	������������)�
<�
���������+����*��,�	��

����	������������)�
�����
�����+��+�
��,�	��
�
��
��
�
�����+������	��

��	��������
�����������
�(
��
�����
�����	)�
"���*���0��
�����+������*�	��

����	������������)�
�*��-������������	�����+�����(
������

����	������������)�
�(������
�������������+����������	���

����	������������)�
 ��
�*��*��
������	�*�((���

=))�

����	������������)�
�

��(���������
(������	�����������+���
�����
����
����� ����������	�
�����
��������������

�
>�������	������	
*�(�����

������������������>��.�� �	�������������

�
�

������� � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �



�

�����/� �

�����?� 3������ ���� 9���'�	�� �

� � ������ 3��--!� � � ������ 3��-�- � � ������ 3��-�� �

� � ����	�������� � ����,�	���� � ;��

��������

� � '���"������ � %
�����
�� � � �		��A�$
	��	�

� � �
������

�� � � %�	
��9�
���� � %���9��������

� � 9���	�A�$
	��	� � ���
��4�$����� � 4�	
��7
������	�

���
�����'�/�� �

� ����� ���� ;�
����"����	$����� �

��$��������� %��
��,
������
 �

� � %��
��,
������
� � �
���,
������
� � !����4�$�����

� � 9�	
��������� � 1���������	����� � ��
�
��"���
��	�

� � ;�
����"����	$����� %�	��9����� � � �		��&����	�

� � � � � � � � � � 9���
�'���������

� � � � � � � � � � *����A���

�� � � � � � �
���
���
��� �

0���������� %��������	���� � � � 1�$��0���������� 4��	��"
	��� �

��$ ����(���$�������� 9�
�����"
	��� �

� � 9�
�����"
	��� � %��������	����� � &�	��������	�

� � 4��	��"
	��� � *
���4���	
� � %��		��A��
�

� � � � � � � � � � 9�����&����	�
 

 
 

 

JUNE FELLOWSHIP HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

June 7 Deacons 
June 14 Session 
June 21 Church Life 
June 28 Caregivers 
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June Birthdays 
 

    2  Marilyn Grishkat 
    2 June Streamer 
    3 Elyse Perry 
    4 Brenden Woods 
    5 Alan Smith 
    6 Jim Klinger 
    6 Elizabeth Lauchert 
    7 Adam Gawlak 
    7 Moe Lauchert 
    7 Casey Low 
    7 Katy Webster 
    8 Melanie Fisk 
    9 Emma Bantin 
   11 J R Reed 
   11 Amanda Robinson 
   13 Andrew Leyonmark 
   14 Sandra Nelson 
   14 Susan VanTine 
   15 Kathy Blood 
   15 Miranda Smith 
 *15 Isabelle Weisser  (98!)  
 *16 Elles Horton 
   20 Jim Cox 
   20 Taylor Weyand 
   20 Meredith Wilson 
   21 Anna Robinson 
   23 Lisa Cimorelli 
 *23 Eleanor Kusche 
   25 Pam Boehler 
   25 Virginia Sprague 
   26 Jeanne Coleman 
   27 Anna Gow 
   28 Marilyn Monckton 
   28 Jillian Smith 
   30 Lois Cavanagh 
   30 Sarah Connelly   
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����� This month a dedicated group of Western New Yorkers, headed by Sue Robinson from HPC, will once 
again travel to Haiti to minister to the needs of God’s poorest people.  This year marks the opening of the  
year-round House of David medical clinic staffed by Haitians.  Churches In Action is again supporting their 
efforts by collecting materials for “Hygiene Kits”.  These kits will be distributed to Haitian children to promote 
basic hygiene practices.  Our goal is to match or exceed the 900 kits we sent to Haiti last spring. 

Haiti Hygiene Packs Materials Needed 

bars of soap - hotel size      wash cloths 
toothbrushes - good quality      band-aids 
emery boards        liquid Tylenol for infants 
children’s chewable Tylenol      anti-bacterial ointment (Neosporin, etc.) 
eye drops        zip loc bags - quart size 
hair ribbons and bows - good quality ones to last the year! eyeglasses - children’s and adults (used) 
baseball hats - for boys and men (new or slightly used)  women’s scarves - new/used 
 

     So let’s pitch in and work together to make this a successful CIA project!  Collection at HPC will run from 
Sunday, May 31st through Sunday, June 8th.  Kits will then be assembled at St. Matthew’s UCC on McKinley 
Pkwy. in Hamburg at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 14th.    Thank you and May God Bless the work we do! 

 ���� ��'��#/�B��#��B��� �

Friday and Saturday May 8 and 9 HPC joined with the seventeen other CIA churches to help rehab five homes 
on Congress Street on the west side of Buffalo.  It was a very successful project with about 40 volunteers on 
Friday and 80 on Saturday. 

 The five homes are owned by West Side Ministries.  Their mission is to purchase run down or abandoned 
homes, renovate them and rent them to deserving families.  Many of the families are immigrants.  They give 
the families financial and occupational guidance and after a period of time many are able to establish credit and 
get a bank mortgage to buy the home.  This is a very successful ministry which fills a need both for immigrant 
families and for Buffalo as a whole. 

 At 49 Congress Street we installed 15 new windows, did some inside painting and some outside painting and 
spruced up the front yard.  The restoration work is just beginning so this home is unoccupied. 

 At 52 Congress Street put 18 gallons of paint on the outside of the home and garage and replaced nine       
windows.  Two immigrant families from Africa are living in this double home. 

 At 53 Congress Street we demolished and replaced the rear entrance, did some plumbing and worked on the 
front yard.  This home is not yet fully renovated, but does have an immigrant occupant who volunteers a lot of 
his time working on this home and the one next door.�

�At 61 Congress Street we worked on the front landscaping.  We had hoped to do work on the garage but ran 
out of time.  The lower flat is occupied.  The renovation has just finished on the upper flat; it will soon be    
occupied.�

�At 169 Congress Street we installed insulation board and vinyl siding.  This was very challenging because 
there was only three feet between this house and the one next door.  It took a full day to set up scaffolding    
before the work weekend.  We also did some work on the front porch.�

�As you can see from the street numbers, these houses are all in the same neighborhood.  West Side Ministries 
is working to bring Buffalo back to its glory one block at a time.  They are doing a wonderful job and it was a 
privilege for us to be able to work with them. 

Dudley Hollenbeck for Churches In Action�
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