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Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

Dear Friends: 
 

 Sunday after church I asked one of our young people if she was glad that 
school was almost out.  Her comment surprised me, “I’m glad summer is    
coming.”  With a little more conversation I learned that she loved school and 
would miss friends, teachers, and the different social happenings (my words). 
 

 I been thinking about all of the times that I have looked forward to something 
new before I finished with what I was involved.  There is so much to do as well 
as so many plans for the future.  We plan our days, our weeks, months, and 
years with activities, family events, social occasions, etc.  Often we go quickly 
from one thing to another. 
 

 At a funeral Monday, I read a confessional prayer that contained the phrase, 
“and our years are soon gone.”  The prayer, the youth’s comments, and my 
schedule crashed in this “cranial shoulder-cap” of mine.  What would happen if 
starting today I did only what was necessary or important?  How would I fare?  
How would the people around me respond? 
 

 We all have so much on our plates.  Yet through our days together, no matter 
how many days or how long we have together, we need to remember that we 
have been given an urgent responsibility to care in Jesus’ name.  My prayer for 
us is that our various loads in this life are never so hectic and that we are never 
too busy that we cannot slow down to care for people that God places in our 
path.  When we are too busy, we miss opportunities to be blessings in God’s 
name. 

   

I Thank Our God for You! 

 

 

 The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor 
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July 5  9:30 a.m. Worship & Communion 
  Sermon - “John Calvin Still!” 
  Scripture - Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13 
  Special Music - Cyril Bodnar – trumpet (friend of Anna Robinson) 

July 12 9:30 a.m. Worship 
  Sermon - “Embarrassed by a Show of Faith” 
  Scripture - 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm 24; Mark 6:14-29 

  Special Music - Sandra Nelson – vocal (youth) 

July 19 9:30 a.m. Worship -Janita Byars * 
 Special Music - Carole Mitchell and Gail Wheaton - vocal 

July 26 9:30 a.m. Praise in the (Memorial) Park 
  Sermon - “The Joy of Serving” 
  Scripture - 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-18; John 6:1-21 

 Special Music - Eric Johnson – tenor (student of Marianne Burton) 

August 2 9:30 a.m. Worship & Communion 
  Sermon - “The Munchies” 
  Scripture - Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15; Psalm 78:23-29; John 6:24-35 

 Special Music - The Bell Ensemble 

August 9 9:30 a.m. Worship 
  Sermon - “Manna or Jesus” 
  Scripture - 1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm 34:1-8; John 6:35, 41-51 

 Special Music - The Summer Choir, directed by Josh Fehskens 

August 16 9:30 a.m. Worship - Rev. David Diercksen will be preaching 
 Special Music - The Gawlak Family – brass instrumental 

August 23 9:30 a.m. Worship 
  Sermon - “Homelessness” 
  Scripture - Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; Psalm 34:15-22; John 6:56-69 

 Special Music - Zachary and Sandra Nelson – vocal (youth) 

August 30 9:30 a.m. Worship 
  Sermon - “A Matter of Choice” 

 Scripture - Psalm 15; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 Special Music - The Summer Choir, directed by Josh Fehskens 

 September 6 Special Music - Jessica Grabar – vocal (youth) 
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        Praise in the Park 
 
The Worship & Music committee is planning the Sunday worship for July 26th to be held in the Village 
Memorial Park at the corner of Lake and Union Streets.  Various members of the      committee are 
working on the elements of worship, special music, publicity and other details.  This will be a Special Event 
and we urge you to mark your calendars now. 
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC  
     The DOM Search Committee is pleased to announce the selection of Josh Fehskens to the         position 
of Director of Music effective June 28th  when our beloved Joanne transitions to the       position of Organ-
ist/Keyboardist.  God has blessed HPC with a wonderful team to lead us in  music ministry.  Joanne is ex-
cited about this transition and has dubbed the new duo “J & J        Productions”. 

     Josh is a recent graduate of SUNY College at Buffalo with a B.A. in Music.  He has trained in     Classi-
cal and Jazz performance.   He has participated in praise bands and the “Care Concert” worship band bene-
fit series that raises funds for Kenyan Orphan Rescue.  Though Josh professes his love of jazz and the saxo-
phone, he has demonstrated proficiency with drums, guitar and    keyboard as well.  The committee hopes 
you will be as excited and energized about music       ministry opportunities at HPC as we are. 

    Special thanks to the committee members – Tom Rivers, Karen Hummel, Jeff Leyonmark, Chris Gaw-
lak and Wendy Zimmerman – for all their time and effort. 

Corrine Arcangel 
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News From the Deacons 

  
In May, 186 people were served at Feast for Friends, and 138 sandwiches were taken to St. Luke's. Thank 
you to all who donate your time and resources to help so many folks. Your efforts are VERY much appreci-
ated! Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex for servers and casseroles this     summer. The need for help 
with these missions does not take a summer vacation! Here are some important dates to remember: 
  

Feast for Friends: July 26th and August 30th 
Sandwich Sunday: July 19th and August 16th 

  
If you have any extra summer clothing, please let Dudley Hollenbeck know, or you may label it 'Feast for 
Friends' and leave it in the cloak room. Dudley was working at Friends of Night People last month, and won-
dered why there was no clothing being distributed. The reason is...they have none to give! 
  
Also, have you noticed our wonderful Communion bread lately? Did you know that it is        homemade by 
one of our faithful members? The Deacons would like to thank Janie Smith for    baking and cutting the bread 
for Communion each month (twice in May!). So, the next time you see Janie, thank her for her kindness, and 
her delicious bread! 
  
In closing, I would like to share an essay with you. Erin Gawlak is in my 4th grade class, and on a test, she 
had to write an essay that described something that she did to make the world a better place. Here is her es-
say:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Now, that is what I call an A+ paper! 
Katy Webster 
Deacons 
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Feast for Friends 
      I improved the world by going to Feast for Friends. Feast for Friends is something 
we do in church to help hungry people. We go to Buffalo and serve food to people that 
can't buy their own food. There are different jobs, but mostly I serve food. 
  
     If we didn't do Feast for Friends, people might go hungry. Our church does it the last 
Sunday of every month. I've done it twice. Now that we do it, people that can't buy their 
own food get fed. That is what I did to improve the world. 
Erin Gawlak 



 
�

MISSION NEWS 

 Sunday, August 16, 2009         9:30 a.m.  Worship 

Special Mission Speaker: Rev. Dave Diercksen 

 

After eight years in the Pittsburgh, PA presbytery, 
Dave is now serving as the US Coordinator/Pastor on 
Site for Puentes de Cristo.  Puentes de Cristo works 
on both sides of the US and Mexican border,    
reaching out to churches throughout the                
denomination, helping them connect with partners in 
Mexico while participating in service projects.   
Hosting short-term mission teams has continued to 
be a major part of Puentes de Cristo’s ministry.  In 
the late 1980s Puentes de Cristo founded a number 
of social ministries to the community, such as after 
school care and nutrition programs.  These ministries 
have served thousands of children and adults over 
the years. 

ALSO:  Saturday, August 15, 2009    6:30 p.m. 

There will be an HPC Potluck Dinner with time to 
hear more from Pastor Dave. 

Bring a dish to share.  The committee will provide 
beverages. 

We look forward to seeing one and all! 
Your Mission Committee 

 

 

 

 

“We Believe” Workshop  

for September 

 Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac 

Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-6 

Starting  

 Sunday Mornings 9:00 
  

 What we will learn: 

· How God calls people into covenant relationship. 

· Abraham and Sarah underwent a test of faith. 

· Faith includes a heartfelt hope that comes from   
 being  in covenant relationship with God. 

· Introduce the doctrines of providence, covenant 
 and faith 

  What is Happening in We Believe Workshops 

· Explore different ways to express joy and laugh
 ter. 

· Walk a path of footprints and hear the story of    
 Abraham, Sarah, and the birth of Isaac. 

· Play “Abraham, Sarah, & Isaac,” a game on a        
 life-sized game board. 

· Hear the story of God’s promise to Abraham and 
 Sarah while traveling on a journey of their 
 own. 

  

 PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN –  

THEY ARE ALL  INVITED. 

NURSERY IS AVAILABLE FOR INFANTS TO AGE 1 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AVAILABLE FOR AGES 2, 3, AND 4 

Story telling and activities will be provided for our 2 year 
old children.  They will be in a separate class from our 3 

and 4 year old children. 
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 REMINDER! 

What Goes in the Paper Retriever® Bin 

 

Yes, Please…….. 
Newspaper and Inserts - New newsprint can be 
made from 100% recycled paper.  No virgin fiber has 
to be added when using this type of process. 

 

Magazines/catalogs - Our Retriever program is 
happy to take magazines and catalogs, all slick     
paper.  We can use all high quality/high fiber paper 
with the exception of any paper coated in wax. 

 

Office/School papers - These types of paper are 
highly recyclable.  Because of the proliferation of 
paper created by offices and schools, please use the 
Retriever bin to recycle all that you can.  We are able 
to accept window envelopes, paperback books, 
workbooks and staples without a problem.  Shredded 
paper is acceptable but please bag the shreds before 
putting them in the Retriever bin.  However, please 
do not recycle colored paper, wrapping or tissue   
paper, carbon paper or sticky notes. 

 

Mail  - Most direct mail is printed on high quality 
recyclable paper.  Please recycle the mail that you 
feel comfortable putting in our recycle bin. 

 

No, Thanks…… 
No Cardboard - We do not accept cardboard in any 
of our Retriever bins.  We supply our mills with the 
recycled fiber we collect through the Retriever     
program to create new newsprint.  Cardboard should 
not be used in making newsprint due to the excessive 
bleaching required. 

However, cardboard is a valuable recycling        
commodity and should be recycled.  Please research 
cardboard recycling options in your area. 

 

No food boxes, fiberboard or chipboard - Cereal 
boxes, soda boxes and other paper food containers 
should be recycled with your cardboard.  Please do 
not put these in the Retriever bin. 

 

No textbooks or hard cover books - We do not 
have the equipment to modify these types of         
recyclables in the Retriever system.  Please research 
other options for recycling these items. 

 

No Phone Books - We do not accept phone books in 
our Retriever bins.  We supply our  mills with the 
recycled fiber we collect through the Retriever     
program to create new newsprint.  Phone books    
cannot be used in making newsprint.  The fibers in 
the pages of the phone book are in their smallest 
form and do not contribute to the fiber needed for 
newsprint.  Also, it is very hard to remove the ink 
from a phone book page. 

However, phone books are a valuable recycling  
commodity and should be recycled in the proper   
capacity.  Please research phone book recycling    
options in your area.  
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Dear Rev. Jim Burton and the congregation of 
 Hamburg Presbyterian Church, 
     I wish we could do much more than send this 
small check in memory of Annette Dorsheimer, but 
regardless of the amount of the check, we hope that 
you will accept our thanks for the love and care that 
you have given over the years to the Dorsheimers.  
Your church has cared for Aunt Bunny and Uncle 
Bud through the death of Judy, then Aunt Bunny los-
ing Uncle Bud, and I know you have taken care of Jill 
in these past several years and especially several 
months. 
     You have meant a lot to them and therefore also to 
us. 
     God bless you and the congregation there. 

Cathy Tulengen 

�
�
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From the paws 
of……… 
 
 
 

     Enclosed is a check to complete my Capital    
Campaign pledge and I have added some to the    
campaign. 
     I’m sure the new elevator will be a great asset to 
the progress of HPC. 
     Please say “thank you” to the Caregivers for all of 
their wonderful cards.  Barbara just loves them and 
appreciates that HPC is still thinking of her.  She is 
confined to the wheelchair and the left side is immo-
bile, otherwise she feels great. 
     We do miss HPC and the congregation. 
  As Always, Burt & Barbara Marsh 
 
�

  
 
 
  Our HPC friend, Mickey Fagan died recently.  His 
home at 4759 Edgewood Drive in Hamburg is for 
sale.  If anyone is  interested, you may reach Annette 
Fagan at (585) 657-5464 or email Annette at 
anets924@aol.com or Steve and Jeanne  Fagan at 
(585) 394-0556.  �
�
�
�
�
Have you noticed the beautiful reflection wall in 
the church lounge?  Pastor Jim had a vision. Jean 
Coffey and Cheryl Koelmel brought the vision to life 
with the help of Jim Koelmel who was chief meas-
urer, leveler and hanger.   
Our sincere thanks and appreciation to Jean, Cheryl 
and Jim for their expertise in getting the job done so 
skillfully! 
Over time, the pictures will change as life at HPC 
progresses.  Will you please    consider stepping up 
and volunteering for occasionally taking on the task 
in the future? 
�
�
�
�
 
 
Words cannot express our gratitude but we sincerely 
want to thank you for the gift of money and the invita-
tion to put us in a home for a period of time.  We are 
all doing as well as can be expected during this tough 
time. 
                       The Wittmeyers 
�
�
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Annual Meeting of the Presbytery of Western New York 

June 9, 2009 at First Presbyterian Church, Gowanda, New York 

 

 Pastor Jim Burton, Elder Janie Smith and Elder Guy Hummel represented HPC, joining approximately 125 
others at this meeting.  The following occurred: 

· Rev. Donna Kay Lewis of First Presbyterian Church, Gowanda was elected and installed as Presbytery 
Moderator to succeed Rev. Don Houck. 

· Rev. David Persons of Wayside Presbyterian Church was recognized as retiring at the end of July. 

· Pledges for the presbytery 2009 budget continue to fall short in the range of $160,000 creating a cash 
flow problem.  It was mentioned that the economic climate had already impacted the 2009 budget when 
three churches had cut their annual pledges by $100,000 each. 

· On line tutorial courses at www.openingdoorstodiscipleship.com are available free to all PCUSA   
members.  The three courses are Teaching Skills; Bible Background; Presbyterian/Reformed Faith.  Please 
contact Pastor Burton, or Elders Smith and Hummel for the secure denominational login number. 

· The Administrative Commission assigned to the First Presbyterian Church of Lewiston presented its 
report regarding a dispute among members of the congregation including the removal of four members of 
the congregation by session.  The Administrative Commission assigned to the Lancaster Presbyterian 
Church advised that face to face meetings are ongoing regarding Lancaster’s law suit to separate from the 
PCUSA and join the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC).  So far the presbytery has spent                  
approximately $65,000 in this law suit.  For more information on these two commissions, go to 
www.pbywny.org . 

· Pastor Burton made a presentation on courses and degrees available for clergy at the Northeastern  
Seminary. 

· A representative of Westminster College, New Wilmington, PA made a presentation regarding the 
availability of scholarships including the “Young Presbyterian Scholarship.”  This scholarship is worth 
$64,000 ($16,000 per academic year).  To be eligible, a student must be a member of the Presbyterian 
Church USA, nominated by his/her church and present a minimum GPA of 3.50.  The recommendation and 
application must be submitted by October 1st of each year.  If you are a church member graduating next 
year and would like to be recommended, please contact a member of session. 

· Pastor Nominations Committees (PNC) for First Presbyterian Church of Niagara Falls, Colonial Village 
of Niagara Falls and First Presbyterian Church of Olean all presented their new pastors to the presbytery. 

 
 
�

   Submitted by Guy Hummel 
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GRADUATING CLASS OF 2009 

HAMBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 Kate Boehler spent this semester as an AFS exchange 
student in Panama and will graduate from Hamburg High 
School.  In high school she was involved in Character 
Council, National Honor Society, band and Spanish and 
French Clubs.  Kate will attend SUNY   Cortland in the 
Honors Program and plans to major in International Rela-
tions & Languages.  Kate is the daughter of Pam and 
Chuck Boehler 

 Amanda Cimorelli is graduating from Orchard Park 
High School with an Advanced Regents Diploma with 
Honors.  While in high school, she was active on the var-
sity tennis team (captain), cheerleading, track,  Interna-
tional Club, SMILE Club, Varsity Club and Student 
Council.  She will be attending Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh in the fall, enrolled in the Physician’s Assistant 
program. Amanda is the daughter of Julie and Tony Ci-
morelli. 

 Jeffery Frank has just completed training to become a 
Federal Customs Agent and will be stationed at the Peace 
Bridge, Queenston/Lewiston Bridge or the Rainbow 
Bridge.  Jeff is the son of Jan Frank. 

 Josh Howe has received his BS in Kinesiology (also 
known as human kinetics, it is the science of human 
movement. It focuses on how the body functions and 
moves.) from SUNY Cortland.  He will be working his  
internship this summer and fall as a Strength and      Con-
ditioning Coach.  Josh enjoys hunting and working out.  
He is the son of Leanne Howe. 

 Christian Knauss graduated May 29th from St. Francis 
High School.  While at St. Francis, he captained the     
soccer, indoor and outdoor track teams. He was an  active 
member of campus ministry and a two time All-WNY 
Scholar-Athlete. Christian’s future plans include attend-
ing Marquette University this fall to study Bio-Medical 
Engineering.  Christian is the son of Jacki and Dave 
Knauss. 

 Bradley William Lauchert  is graduating from Hamburg 
High School as a member of the National Honor  Society.  
He will be going on to American University in Washing-
ton, DC majoring in Audio Technology with a minor in 
Physics.  Brad is a percussionist with several musical 
groups and is the son of Gary Lauchert. 

Ian Lewis has received his Masters in Education from 
Canisius College and is teaching 6th grade at Westminster 
Charter School in Buffalo. 

 In May 2009, Cally Miklasz graduated from the State 
University of New York at Albany with a Masters degree 
in Geography and a certification in Geographic Informa-
tion Systems (GIS).  Cally has worked as an Environ-
mental Analyst specializing in nonpoint source water 
quality issues.  Recently, Cally has been doing consulting 
work as a grant writer for local non profit agencies.  
Cally’s future plans include pursuing assistant teach-
ing/research at the college level in the sciences.  

 Brian Obenshain graduated May 29th from St. Francis 
High School where he was involved in cross country, jazz 
band, model U.N. as well as play production for the      
annual musical.  Brian is headed to R.I.T. for Computer 
Engineering Technology.  Brian is the son of Kristin and 
Scott Obenshain. 

 Keith Rey graduated Summa Cum Laude from the   Uni-
versity of Buffalo with a major in Classics and a minor in 
Linguistics. He is presently working locally for Citi-
Group. Plans include traveling to China this fall.  Beyond 
the trip and his present job.....his future is wide open. 
Keith is the son of Mary and Kevin Rey. 

 Amanda Robinson graduated from the University of 
Buffalo School of Medicine on May 1, 2009. During her 
third year, she was awarded the Dean’s Letter of Com-
mendation for earning Honors in all of her rotations.  At 
the end of her third year, she was inducted into the Gold 
Humanism Honor Society.  At graduation, Amanda re-
ceived the Philip P. Sang Memorial Award for out-
standing ability to relate to patients, faculty and staff.  In 
addition, she received the Humanism in Medicine Award 
for leadership, compassion and dedication to service.  In 
July, Amanda will begin an internship in   Internal Medi-
cine at the Caritas Carney Hospital in    Boston.  She 
plans to complete a residency in Dermatology following 
her internship.  She is the  daughter of Don and Anna 
Robinson. 

Anne Skuse is graduating from Eden High School. She 
has been active in swimming, lacrosse, Wind Ensemble, 
Future Business Leaders, and school musicals. She has 
worked as a lifeguard and fitness assistant. Anne will be 
attending the University of Buffalo to study nursing. 

 Jillian Smith  has graduated from Buffalo Seminary and 
is headed to Colgate University in Hamilton, NY in the 
fall.  Jillian is the daughter of Pat and Alan Smith. 

 In May 2009, Joseph Smith Sr. completed his courses at 
the State University of New York at Buffalo’s Graduate 
School of Education.  This will allow for his certification 
to teach science and biology in grades 7 – 12.   

 

������� � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �



 

IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

As we have completed our traditional Christian school year and enter the summer vacation months, your 
Christian Education Committee continues to work in conjunction with our Christian Education Coordinator 
to prepare HPC for future educational opportunities.  We have enjoyed a great year that served school age 
children with exciting new curriculum, a 12 member confirmation class that culminated in a joyous       
Confirmation Sunday celebration and an adult education of Bible Study and diverse programs centered 
around a book study, movie study and basic Calvin theology.  For the first time in quite a while, HPC will 
host a traditional week long Vacation Bible School (VBS) in August.  It will re-emphasize God’s love not 
only to the children of our church family, but also engage un-churched children in our community. 

We have dedicated portions of our meetings to identifying long term goals and priorities along with        
immediate attention to ongoing education.  We understand that we must expand our educational outreach to 
school age children while developing new programs for our pre-school, senior highs and adults.  All this 
activity, within a limited budget, requires redoubled efforts of the entire church family.  The committee and 
CEC cannot go it alone.  We need YOUR commitment to continued Christian education and YOUR       
volunteerism. 

We have approximately one hundred children in our family as potential students...where are they?  Are they 
being taught about Jesus and the Bible at home?  Are they receiving religious education at public school?  
Oprah?  The Disney Channel?  The athletic field?  Have you learned everything you need to know about 
your relationship with the LORD? 

One of the best ways of continuing YOUR education beyond attendance in a class is TEACHING a 
class!!!!!!!  Any Sunday school teacher will tell you they learned and reminded themselves of many things 
about GOD they had forgotten, thanks to teaching a class.  When the committee calls YOU to serve,      
consider whether it is an important offering to GOD to take the time that your Creator gave YOU.         
Education is important...Christian education is essential...it strengthens the journey of faith. 

Donald K. McKim, a Presbyterian theologian and author of “Presbyterian Questions, Presbyterian           
Answers” answered the question “Why do Presbyterian churches put such a stress on Christian education?”. 

     When Jesus was asked “which commandment in the law is the greatest?” he replied, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Matt. 22:37; Mark 
12:30; Luke 10:27).  In this Jesus was indicating that we are to bring to our faith in God the best thought 
and understanding of which we are capable, and we are to use all our intellectual capabilities to serve in 
our love for God. 

     Our Presbyterian tradition has taken this perspective seriously, and has historically stressed education 
generally, theological education for clergy and Christian education in the church for the laity, very 
strongly.  John Calvin began the Genevan Academy, which educated citizens and clergy.  Churches in our 
tradition have been active in establishing colleges and universities,  Local Presbyterian churches in the 
United States have long-established Sunday school programs as well as other innovative educational      
opportunities for children, youth and adults.  We emphasize education because we believe that, as the  
twentieth-century theologian Karl Barth put it, “The knowledge of God is the service of God.”  As we learn 
of God, we are also serving God. 

Another way to see this is in terms of theological motto that is part of our Presbyterian tradition.  It is     
inherited   from   Augustine,   during   the   period  of  the  early  church.   We  believe  that  “faith  leads  to  

continued……..                 
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continued……..                 �

understanding.”  Our faith in Jesus Christ inevitably propels us into wanting to learn more of Christ, of 
God’s actions, and of what is revealed in Holy Scripture.  So we stress Bible study, theological study, and 
the whole panorama of topics that will help us better understand God, the world, humanity and all that God 
does.  We believe children of Christian parents should embark on a lifetime of learning, particularly   
learning about the fullness of the Christian faith.  Adult Presbyterians also have strong responsibilities to 
grow in their faith by seeking further understanding.  Without the stimulus of new ideas and perceptions, 
our Christian faith can stagnate and not be all it can be.  Christian education in the church enhances our 
faith and leads us ever further into obeying Jesus’ prescription to love God “with all our minds.” 

If you have questions or suggestions, talk with any member of your Christian Education Committee (Cindy 
Hardin, Elyse Perry, Donna Beach, Shari Gallagher, Anne Nelson, Diane Hall, Kristen DellaPenta, Dave 
Bortel, Guy Hummel).  We look forward to your prayers and support in the coming year. 

 

June 12, 2009 

Dear Churches in Action Members, 

It is truly amazing what happens when people come together to share their time, their talents and their     
resources.  With tools in hand, an army of God’s people from the Southtowns spread throughout this     
Congress Street neighborhood.  We were able to witness first hand, the transformation of Congress Street as 
CIA volunteers gardened, painted, replaced windows, re-sided a house and built an entry way.  This block 
is transitioning from a street in disrepair with a high level of crime, to one that is well cared for and much 
safer. 

On May 8th and 9th, the partnership between Churches in Action and Westside Ministries was able to give 
Congress Street a physical facelift.  As a result of these changes, a personal and even spiritual dimension is 
revealed.  On June 1st, a refugee family from Myanmar (formerly Burma) moved into 169 Congress (the 
newly re-sided house).  They had previously resided in a Thai refugee camp.  Imagine their first glimpse 
into American life - a bright, clean apartment.  Another refugee family from Somalia has rented 52        
Congress (newly painted aqua house) for two years.  During that time, the family has been able to stabilize 
and the process of home ownership.  It is our prayer that through their experience, glimpses of God’s     
mercies and kindness ar seen. 

This week, Westside Ministries hosted an open house at 49 Congress.  The purchase of this will provide 
another opportunity for the first time homeowner, and you have participated in the process.  We at Westside 
Ministries are extremely grateful recipients of your kindness and generosity.  Hopefully, you can see how 
your willingness to serve has helped the West Side in many different ways. 

 

Sincerely, 

����������
Susan Lee 
Board of Westside Ministries 
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M.O.M.'s Gardener's 
 
   Did you notice the colorful tulips, narcissus  and 
crocus that sprang forth this spring in the 
backyard at M.O.M?    All of these flowers can be 
traced back to biblical passages. 
  The Biblical Garden small group is using the 
summer time to work outdoors on a meditation 
garden at M.O.M.  Weather permitting, we try to 
meet at 6:30 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
evenings.  Please consider joining us as many hands 
make light work.  All age levels are welcome.  
Special thanks to the mid-high and senior-high 
Sunday school classes for digging  and leveling the 
area for us.   

�
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�
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�Plans are being drawn up for the construction of 
benches to provide a restful place for spiritual 
reflection.  Hopefully, you will be shaded by the 
Castor Bean Plants as was Jonah when  he stood in 
the hot sun looking down at Nineveh.  Maybe you 
will be able to look out at the "lilies of the field" 
that were planted last fall. 
   Opportunities abound for everyone at HPC to 
help make this a reality.  Look for future updates in 
the weekly bulletin.   
  
Corrine Arcangel  �
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THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING! 

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING! 

That’s correct, this October, HPC is going to have the 
best Pumpkin Patch in Hamburg.  How do we know it 
will be the best?  Because we have the most caring 
and fun-loving congregation, dedicated to the success 
of our first annual Pumpkin Patch.  This years 
proceeds will be used to support the church’s mission 
program.  You can participate in the promotion, set-up 
and sales of pumpkins, gourds, Indian corn, corn 
stalks, pies, refreshments, etc. to the hundreds of 
customers who will be flocking to our site. 

Don’t worry, there is a job for each and every 
volunteer no matter what your skill and ability may 
be.  Keep watching your bulletins and newsletters for 
more details on how you can participate.  Start 
thinking of ways you can share your talents when time 
comes for our September sign-ups.  Looking forward 
to seeing everyone at the “patch”. 

If you can’t wait to hear more about what is planned 
for the Pumpkin Patch, please call Karen Provvidenza 
at 649-7621 or Sharon Fisk at 200-7612. 
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JULY/AUGUST FELLOWSHIP HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

July 5  Mission & Stewardship 
July 12  Financial Management 
July 19  Nominating & Personnel 
July 26  Praise in the Park & Church Picnic 

August 2 Bells of Praise 
August 9 Presbyterian Women - Ruth & Hannah 
August 16 Deacons  
August 23 Session 
August 30 Caregivers 
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Molly Brogan is an eighth grader who enjoys      
musicals, dance and tennis.  Her favorite subjects are 
home skills, chorus and social studies.  She read 
“The Hiding Place” and participated in mission    
projects Ronald McDonald House and Feast for 
Friends. 
 

Jared Brucker is a ninth grader who enjoys soccer, 
indoor and outdoor track.  His favorite subjects are 
gym and lunch.  He read “The Silver Chair” and  
participated in Christmas caroling, trumpet playing 
during worship and clean up after the Seder meal 
program during Lent. 
 

Ben Brucker is a ninth grader who enjoys soccer, 
outdoor and indoor track.  His favorite subjects are 
math and science.  He read “The Horse & His Boy” 
and  participated in Christmas caroling, trumpet 
playing during worship and clean up after the Seder 
meal program during Lent. 
 

Trey Cimorelli is an eighth grader who enjoys 
modified football, basketball and baseball.  His     
favorite subjects are math, science, gym and lunch.  
He read “Tender Commandments” and participated 
in mission projects Feast for Friends, Sandwich  
Sunday and Christmas Eve music. 
 

Sarah Connelly is an eighth grader who enjoys   
tennis, horseback riding and swimming.  Her favorite 
subjects are social studies, English and science.  She 
read “Number the Stars” and participated in caroling, 
Christian Nurture service and Angel Shoes. 
 

Adam Gawlak is an eighth grader who enjoys     
lacrosse, tuba and bass guitar.  His favorite subjects 
are tech and science.  He read “90 Minutes in 
Heaven” and participated in Feast for Friends several 
times as well as playing his tuba during worship   
service. 
 

 
 
 
 

Connor Gow is  a ninth grader who enjoys soccer, 
hockey, swimming, track and football.  His favorite 
subjects are gym, science and social studies.  He has 
participated in the Ronald McDonald House and 
making a meal for an elderly neighbor. 
 

 
Amanda Obenshain is a ninth grader who enjoys 
soccer, basketball and lacrosse.  Her favorite subject 
is math.  She read “The Hiding Place” and            
participated in Feast for Friends. 
 

 
 
Melissa Obenshain is an eighth grader who enjoys 
basketball, field hockey and lacrosse.  Her favorite 
subjects are math, gym and English.  She read “90 
Minutes in Heaven” and participated in mission   
projects Feast for Friends and Operation Good 
Neighbor. 
 

Virginia ‘Ginsey’ Tytka  is an eighth grader who 
enjoys sports, camping and being with her friends.  
Her favorite subjects are social studies, art, orchestra 
and science.  She read “The Hiding Place” and     
participated in Christmas caroling, Christian Nurture 
services and Angel Shoes. 
 

Hannah Rich is a ninth grader who enjoys       
swimming, tennis and lacrosse.  Her favorite subjects 
are social studies and math.  She read “The Hiding 
Place” and participated in mission to St. Luke’s, 
Christian Nurture services and feeding the homeless. 
 

Patricia Ring is a ninth grader who enjoys softball, 
volleyball, rugby, French club, drama club and the 
saxophone.  Her favorite subjects are science and 
English.  She read “The Shack” and participated in 
mission to Friends of the Night and the Ronald 
McDonald House. 
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Confirmation Class 2009 
Welcome New Members!�



 

“Sharing God’s Gifts” 
Vacation Bible School at HPC 

August 24th through 28th  

Daily 9 a.m. to Noon 
 

It’s coming!  It’s coming!  It’s coming!  It’s almost time for VBS!  And, what a VBS we’re  
going to have!  The response has been phenomenal!  There are so many of you that are   
willing to share your gifts!  All we can say is, “yippee!!!!”  Thanks to you, everything is      
falling into place and we will soon be ready to add the children.  Registration forms will be 
available August 1st.  St. Matthew’s and St. James will be participating with us so we have the 
potential for close to 100 kids.  You are encouraged to sign-up early as some “interest groups” 
will fill up early and class sizes will be limited. 

“Interest groups”!  Yep, the children will select what they would like to learn about and    
participate in for the week.  They will spend one hour every day in the interest class.  They will 
spend a half hour playing games outside, a half hour participating in a mission project, and a 
half hour “S & P”.  “S & P” is fifteen minutes for a snack, and fifteen minutes with a pastor 
from one of the three churches.  Each day will begin and end with a gathering time for all   
children.  These will be times for singing, sharing together and announcements.  A well 
rounded morning with lots to do!  Each day will find us sharing the gifts God has given us! 

There are still a few areas open for you to share your gifts.  We particularly would like to     
create areas in first aid, clowning, “teddy bear picnic”, and ______________!  Well really, 
there is no limit to what we’d like to offer.  Please share any ideas you have with us. 

We would like you to look at VBS as an “evangelistic tool”.  Every child that comes is        
encouraged to invite a friend to join them for a weeks fun.  What an easy way to share your 
faith!  Just invite the kids down the block to come along as you bring your kids to VBS. 

Call Cindy Hardin (949-3679) or Karen Hummel (947-2045) to chat about your ideas,       
questions or concerns.  We’d really love to hear from you! 

 

         Karen Hummel 
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July Birthdays 
 

    1 Pat Friant 
    3 Madison Ross 
    4 Christel Beers 
    4 Nancy Brogan 
    4 Heather Conway 
    4 Christine Petrilla 
 * 5 Evan Calkins 
 * 8 Jayne Ahrens 
    8 Tracy Tone 
    8 Richard Wojtkowski 
    9 Liam Brodie 
  10 Chuck Boehler 
  10 Bradley Lauchert 
  10 Robert Reed 
   11 Russell Rich 
   12 Peter Leyonmark 
   12 Jen Walker 
   13 Chris Brucker 
   13 Dave Sterns 
   17 Dana Frank 
   18 Grace Bills 
   18 Judith Kassman 
   18 Kristina Lewis 
   19 Don Baltes 
   19 Abigail Norman 
   19 Alexa Norman 
   19 Joey Smith 
   20 Griffin Harrigan 
   22 Sandy Smith 
   24 Ginny Jansen 
   26 David Cohoon 
   26 Skip Grishkat 
   26 Jacki Knauss 
   26 Brian Webster 
   27 Olivia Sauda 
   29 Kyle Griffin  
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August Birthdays 
 

����2 Ann Marie Cohoon 
    3 Jerry Bastedo 
    4 Linda Ryder 
    7 Malcolm Buckley 
    7 Nancy Wood 
    8 Layla Lewis 
 * 8 Charles Olin  
 * 9 Herb Kusche 
    9 Dan Szczublewski 
  14 Donna Beach 
  14 Ed Osborne 
  14 Brigit Reynolds 
  15 Benjamin Mills 
*16 Lou Lester (97 years!) 
  17 Amanda Cimorelli 
  18 Lynn Bushen 
  18 Adam Conway 
  18 June Sercu 
  18 Cheryl Weyand 
  19 David Knauss 
  20 Amy Brodie 
  20 Jacob Huen 
  21 James Fisk 
  22 Cooper Davis 
  22 Hannah Rich 
  22 Anne Skuse 
  24 Jack Griffin 
  24 Shirley Hines 
  24 Zachary Nelson 
  26 Liz Sterns 
  29 Leah Harrigan 
  30 Kaitlin Bethge 
  30 Keith Rey 
  31 Jane Cox 
  31 Maleah Gawlak 
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