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Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

 With God’s guidance,  

we are energized through 

 inspirational worship,  

communication 

 and active mission 

 to enhance our faith journey. 

 
 

  
 

PASTOR - SEARCH UPDATE FROM THE SESSION  
 
The following items are from the Session meeting of December 12, 2011: 
 
1. The Personnel & Nominating committee, chaired by Elder Anna Robinson, 

has announced the   membership of the separate committee to seek an     
Interim Pastor:  Co-chairs Wendy Zimmerman and Jeff Leyonmark;      
Hannah Rich; Bill Brodie; Pat Headlee; and Marci Toney.   

      A job-description for the interim pastor is being prepared. 
 
2. Effective January 8, 2012, Rev. Elena Delgado will serve as our weekly 

pulpit-supply pastor until an interim pastor is in place. 
 
       Clerk of Session 
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WORSHIP & MUSIC   
 
Communion Dates for 2012 

 
Usually, we have communion the first Sunday of each month.  There are a couple          
exceptions which are noted.  We may have communion at special services in the liturgical 
year, also noted. 
 

January 8  (January 1 is a holiday) 
 

February 5 
February 22 Ash Wednesday service 
 

March 4 
 

April 5  Maundy Thursday service 
April 8  Easter (April 1 is Palm Sunday) 
 

May 6 
 

June 3  Pentecost 
 

July 1 
 

August 5 
 

September 2 
 

October 7  World Communion Sunday 
 

November 4 
 

December 9  (December 2 is Hanging of the Greens) 
December 24  Christmas Eve Service 

 
If anyone has any questions about the dates, feel free to ask me. 
 
Wendy Zimmerman for the Worship and Music Committee 
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NEWS FROM THE CHOIR LOFT.... Music notes only do a few different things. They can step up 

or step down. They can skip up or skip down. They can stay the same. That’s about it! Each individual 

in the choir only has to be concerned with one little note pattern at a time. It is relatively simple. It is the 

blend of voices-each doing one of those few little things that a note can do-that results in a pleasant and 

more complex sound. As uncomplicated as it actually is, music has the power to break down walls and 

strongholds, to soothe and heal, and to bring praise and glory to God. Music creates an atmosphere in 

which God chooses to dwell (Psalm 22:3). In other words, I guess you could say that God is “real tight” 

with the choir. Come join us at choir practice-doing a simple little thing that is so very significant in the 

kingdom! Joyfully making noise, Dave Brewer, Choir Director    

CHOIR CHALLENGE: Dave is issuing a challenge to the entire HPC congregation. How many of 

you will attend choir practice at 7:30 on Thursday, January 12th, and sing with the choir on Sunday, 

January 15th? January 15th is Give Back Sunday. Are you willing to “give” your voice to God?  

                                                                                                                                                                      

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Did you know that collectively the members of the choir have participated 

in church music for 428 years? That is 14,980 rehearsals! Did you know that collectively the members 

of the choir have participated in church music at HPC 310 years! That is 10,850 rehearsals!  

As I drive by the fertile fields south of the village, I notice every once in awhile that the farmers turn the 

ground to renew its use for the next crop. I see the choir as the fertile soil of the church that has helped 

spread the word of God through an abundant musical harvest for these many years! But like even the 

best soil, after enough time it needs rejuvenation!  

There are three types of people in a congregation who work the soil. Those who make things happen, 

those who watch things happen, and those who wondered what happened. If we make things happen, 

we have vocal music in the church for many years to come. If we watch things happen, we may have 

vocal music for 5-8 more years. If we wonder what happens, well, we know what the end result will be. 

What type of person are you that works the soil?  

One hour a week on Thursdays. 7:30pm. How about one less hour on Face Book on Thursday night? 

How about waiting until the weekend to go to the mall? How about leaving the church on Thursday 

evening feeling good that you are helping to spread His word through your actions and your spirit! How 

about it? Food for thought! 
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Coming Soon! 

 
A New Adult Sunday School Class! 

 
If you have never been in an adult Sunday school class, now is the time and place to give it a try!  We will be 
doing something totally different. 
 
On Sunday, January 8th, the adult Sunday school will begin a new series.  We will be watching the film    
entitled:  The Gospel According to Matthew.  It is a portrayal of Jesus that will deeply enrich your under-
standing of the Son of God and his life on earth.  You will be asked to read two to three chapters from the 
Gospel of Matthew each week in preparation for the class. 
 
At the same time, we will also be reading the book, In the Footsteps of Jesus written by Bruce Marchiano, 
the actor who portrayed Jesus in the film.  In the book, Marchiano takes us behind the scenes and shares the 
rewards and challenges of the Matthew production.  He invites us on an intimate journey into the life of   
Jesus.  As he reflects upon the memorable scenes, the cast and the crew, and the fulfilling experience of   
portraying the Son of God, you’ll discover the inspiration behind the film - Jesus as a man full of giving, a 
man full of life and a man full of great joy. 
 
The Matthew film and accompanying book have had a greater impact on my understanding of Jesus than 
anything I have seen or read.  I sincerely hope you will join the class! 
          Sue Robinson 
 
 

 

From the Building and Grounds Committee 

 
     Due to recent security issues at the church, effective January 8th, 
the security code for the church will be changed.  Session has       
approved this measure for safety reasons.  Only the Staff, Sexton, 
Session members and selective Building and Grounds members will 
have the code.  If you need to enter the church after hours, you will 
have to contact one of the above individuals or your chairperson.  It 
is the responsibility of the chairs of all committees (to include    

Session members) to make sure the church is locked when leaving.  We no longer have a 
Sexton in the evening to close.  The new code will let you in and when you leave the door 
will lock automatically.  There will be no override code used. 
 
        Wayne Hines 
        for Building and Grounds 
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I want to express my thanks to the following people for your wonderful efforts in helping make 

The Hanging of the Greens service so wonderful and memorable. 

 

  Marci Toney    Charlotte Hall 

  Dudley Hollenbeck   Sue Almond 

  Connie Kavanaugh   Lorraine Wilson 

  Shelly Ring    Lois Cavanagh 

  Clara Rich    Madison Rich  

  Hannah Rich    Sue Rich 

  Russell Rich    Cindy Ferguson 

  Ron Ferguson   Chancel Choir 

  Don Robinson   Anna Robinson 

  Joanne Hollenbeck 

 

Thanks also to Guy and Karen Hummel for their help decorating the Christmas tree. 

 

Blessings to everyone in the congregation at HPC; Merry Christmas; and let's have a wonderful 

2012 serving our Lord! 

 

Dave 

 

Special choir day coming in January! You will want to be a part of this!! 
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January Fellowship Time 
  

January 1  Session 
 

January 8  Bells of Praise 
   

January 15  Mission & Stewardship 
 

January 22  PW - Elizabeth Circle 
 

January 29  Church Life/NCD/ 

          Evangelism 
 

 

    

    

    
    

At the Focus on the Future meeting, run by 
Reverend Mary McKey, one of the top three 
concerns that came up was cleanliness of the 

church.  With limited hours and funds to pay 
a sexton, we must all work together.  Please 

make sure that each room is left better 

than the way you find it.  If you need to set 

up a room for a meeting, please put back 

any tables or chairs you set out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we all chip in, we can keep the church 

looking great! 

Huge thanks to those who have already 

stepped up to pitch in!!!!! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

UPC Soup Kitchen & Food Pantry  
Union Presbyterian Church 

67 Lake Avenue 

Blasdell, New York 14219 

Phone 823-5137 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Please accept my sincerest apology for the 
delay in sending this note to you.  
  
Thank you so much for your generous         
donation of $1250.00 (check) to our Food 
Pantry.  The money will be used to purchase 
food so that we may meet the basic needs of 
those individuals and families who come to 
our pantry for assistance. 
 
Once again, thank you for your kindness and 
please accept my deepest apology for the   
lateness of this thank you. 
 
Merry Christmas 
God Bless You, 
Darlene Cebulski 
Food Ministry @ UPC 

 

 
(This donation was made from proceeds of the  

Pumpkin Patch project) 



 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
     Thank you for your efforts at the 27th Annual 
Christmas in the Country, we certainly could not 
have done it without you!  Every year, we continue 
to be amazed by the genuine hospitality and     
friendliness all of you share with the people          
attending the show.  We truly appreciate all you do 
in making this show the grand Western New York 
Holiday tradition that it is. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful Thanksgiving and blessed 
Christmas, 
 
Premier Promotions 
Ed, Sally, Megan and Dan 
 
(There was a check enclosed for $3,096.50) 
 
 

THE PUMPKIN PATCH 
 

 This has been our third successful year for pumpkin 
sales.  We made a profit of $5431.83 on sales and 
donations of $15,207.70.  That is three hundred   
dollars more than we made a year ago over a     
thousand dollars more than two years ago. 
 
 Five thousand dollars was sent to four local food 
pantries: 
• Union Presbyterian Church in Blasdell 
• Operation Good Neighbor in North Evans 
• Saints Peter and Paul Outreach Program in 

 Hamburg  
• The Eden-North Collins Food Pantry in 

 North Collins 
Each received a check for $1250. 
 
 In addition, a $200 donation will be sent in honor of 
Amy Low to Union-Pleasant School to be used in 
one of several memorials to her.  Amy had been an 
 

 
 active participant in the planning and operation of  
the Pumpkin Patch. 
 
 The remaining money in the Pumpkin Patch        
account will be used for start-up money next year 
and to enclose and heat the orange shed. 
 
 The reason the Pumpkin Patch was so successful is 
because of the time and effort volunteered to unload 
and sell pumpkins over a two and a half week      
period.     Thank you!!  
 
  

December, 2011 
 
My Dear Church Family, 
 
     Thank you very much for everything you have done 
for me and my family after my surgery in October.  The 
cards, visits and meals meant so much to us.  Truly, 
there is no other church I would rather belong to - I love 
you all. 
 

    Marilyn Monckton 
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CIA Christmas Caroling  
 
 Thank you to all who participated by singing and/or 
baking cookies. We were able to share cookies,  
Christmas carols, and fellowship at 10 local group 
homes. We had a great turn-out this year with 144  
carolers of all ages. It looks like Sunday evening 
worked for many to be able to participate. 
For many people this has become a favorite holiday 
tradition. The residents at the group homes also look 
forward to the evening, particularly the cookies!  
 
 Thanks,  Sue Rich 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN               

 
 

 

 

 

MISSION QUILTERS: 
     PLEASE NOTE CHANGE:  Beginning January 4th, we will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each 
month at 9:30 a.m. for quilting INSTEAD of the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.  Please bring a sandwich if you can 
stay for lunch.  For questions, contact Marci Toney (649-3853) or Lois Cavanagh (992-3965). 

***************** 

Reflections on Psalm 51 
“25 Windows into the soul - Praying with the Psalms”  from the writings of 

Joan Chittester 
 

“You love those who search for truth. 

In wisdom, center me, 

For you know my frailty.”  Psalm 51 
 

     The dictum “Know Thyself”, which appeared on the statue of the Oracle of Apollo at Delphi in sixth     
century B.C. Greece, is one of the oldest directives in Western philosophy.  It’s good advice.  We so often  
project onto other people the tendencies we fail to recognize in ourselves.  In our time, however, the concern is 
as much about self-esteem as it is about self-knowledge.  Both positions are valuable.  But both of them are 
insufficient, I think. 
     Self-knowledge, gives us perspective and self-esteem gives us confidence, but it’s self-acceptance that 
gives us peace of heart.  It implies, of course, that I know myself and value myself.  Ye, unless I can simply 
start by accepting myself, it is possible that neither of the other two dimensions can ever come to life in me.  
Clearly, even if I know who I am, even if I admit the truth about myself, if I don’t accept what I see there, I 
can never really value it.  Worse, I’ll live in fear that someone else will see to the core of me and reject me, 
too. 
     But, the psalmist teaches us, that’s precisely where the God who birthed us, our loving Mother God,       
becomes the mainstay, not the menace of our lives.  God knows exactly who we are.  God knows our frailty 
and God accepts it, and gathers it in.  God loves us, not despite it, but because of it, because of the effort it  
implies and the trust it demands.  There is glory in the clay of us.  There is beauty in becoming.  The static  
notion of life, the idea that we can become something and stay that way, is a false one.  We face newness all 
our lives.  We search all our days for truth and God loves us for the seeking.  What we need is not perfection.  
What we need is a center that stabilizes us in the time of change, in us as well as around us. 
 
Circles:  We continue to study The Beatitudes 
  Hannah Circle  Wednesday, January 11 10:00 a.m. Church Lounge 
  Elizabeth Circle Thursday, January 12    9:30 a.m. Church Lounge 
  Ruth Circle  Wednesday, January 18   7:00 p.m. TBA in bulletins 
 
PW Coordinating Team - Tuesday, January 3 12:30 p.m. Meeting Room 
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HPC Small Group Program 
  

Small Group programs enhance the spirituality of a congregation. 
  
Actively participating in a small group provides individuals a chance to grow in 
their faith, build relationships, and much more. 
  
HPC’s Small Group Program is experiencing a new beginning!  We urge you to 
be part of it. 
  

How? 
  

Join one of the existing small groups. 
Volunteer to be a Small Group Leader. 
Provide feedback on how to improve our Small Group Program. 

  
If you have any questions contact Tony Cimorelli. 

acimorel@yahoo.com / 716-803-9388 
  
  

HPC Small Group Leaders: 
  

Tony Cimorelli 
Jean Coffey / Sue Robinson 
Bill Brodie / Jeff Leyonmark 

June and Joe Streamer 
Cindy Ferguson / Shelly Ring 

  



  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

  1 David Brewer 
  1 Diana Browning 
             3 Katherine Leyonmark 
         *  6 Dorothy Harrington 
  6 Jeff Leyonmark 
           6 Gillian Tytka 
  7 Linda Connelly 
  8 Joanne Yoviene 
 10 Avery Clouden 
 11 Julie Cimorelli 
 12 Jeremy Ross 
 13 Kate Boehler 
 13 Gina Perry 
 14 Stacie Pickel 
 16 Lyn Brucker 
 17 Janie Smith 
 18 Benjamin Reagan 
 19 John Griffin 
 22 Laura Martin 
 24 Sharon Fisk 
 24 Marilyn Wittmeyer 
         * 26 Bob McKenzie 
 27 Kristin Obenshain 
          27 Lorraine Wilson 
 28 Joe Streamer 
 29 Marcia Skuse 
 29 Geoffrey Tuttle 
 31 Bob Beach 
 31 Heather Ross 
          
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

* Special Note:   

  We congratulate our 

members on reaching the wonderful milestone of 

85 or more! 
 

     If we’ve missed a birthday in your family or have 

printed incorrect information, please phone the 

church office with the updates at 649-1970. 
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Worship Services at 10:30 a.m. through May 29 
    and at 9:30 a.m. June 5 through Labor Day. 

 

  7:15 p.m. Christian Nurture - the fourth Tuesday of each month 
 Service for the developmentally disabled individuals in area group homes. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the February issue of the Towel & Basin is Wednesday, January 18, 2012.  Please label 
articles with your name and telephone number and deliver them to the church office. (No article will  be      
accepted  without identification.) You may also submit your articles via e-mail to:           
        hamburgchurch@cavtel.net 

   Periodic Postage 

                                    577-400                            

   Hamburg, NY 14075 
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