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Hamburg Presbyter ian Church 

 
Dear Friends of the Lord: 
 
  I want to have a spiritual conversation with you about the Hamburg 
Presbyterian Church and its future on Main Street.  This conversation is not 
about how much or how often you read your Bible.  It certainly does not take 
into consideration whether you boldly sing hymns using one of the standard 
four-part harmony parts, sing off key, or even a monotone.  Maybe you do not 
sing at all.  My first question is: Do you remember how the book of Matthew 
ends, or for what this section is famous?   

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they      
worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to 
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have        
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.’  (Matthew 28:16-20; NRSV) 

 According to witnesses, Jesus spent a long time with the eleven         
remaining disciples after his crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. Suddenly   
Jesus took the disciples up the mountain and said some very important words.  
It is these words, and then one word that I want to explore.   

Jesus gave us his statement of authority or ownership, and then he gave 
us a task to perform.  Jesus said to the original eleven disciples that they needed 
to go, make disciples, baptize people everywhere and, lastly, to teach them   
everything.  Affectionately, Jesus reminded them that he would be with them 
always. 

This challenge to the disciples has been passed on through the ages.   
For many churches today, responding to these verses is all important.  You   
will find these words on the wall by the front door of HPC as part of its mission       
statement.  These famous words are often referred to as The Great Commission.  
They were passed on to us with the expectation that HPC might embrace them 
and learn to share the words. 

During this next year, I want us to concentrate and endeavor to bring to 
fruition the image that these words inspire in God’s faithful people.  The       
invitation is for us is to go, seek, and find other people.  Let me tell you why.  
We are to increase in faith as well as numbers.  If we do not see to the spiritual 
growth of this church, who will?  Part of our faithfulness is sharing God’s love 
with the people around us and inviting them to be a part of us.   

continued………. 
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……..continued 
 
Twice since I moved to HPC, visitors from 

other local congregations have come to Sunday worship 
announcing that they were church shopping.  During 
my visit with them, I said that HPC was full of loving 
people and that we would love to add them to the flock.  
Second, as I listened to their story and their decision to 
visit other churches, I felt sad for them.  They had hurt 
feelings.  Nonetheless, I suggested that they try their 
home church once more and more prayerfully.  I asked 
them to consider overcoming their disenchantment by 
having a conversation with the intention of forgiveness.  
I checked on one couple for a while, and I am happy to 
report to you that they are still in their church.  The man 
confided in me that it was not easy to go back but that 
he is glad that they did. 

HPC does not need people from other churches.  
We need people who do not presently participate in a 
church and, by the way, it is not so much about who we 
need, rather, it is about what they need.  You see, the 
church is not perfect and it was never meant to be     
perfect.  In this world, the church is intended to be the 
Kingdom of Heaven.  As great as that sounds, the    
people in this Kingdom of Heaven, HPC, are not      
perfect or perfected.  Every person at HPC is human, 
fallible, imperfect and still part of the church. 

So here is the last question.  Will you help us 
reach out into the Hamburg community?  Will you help 
HPC invite people into a living, breathing, relationship 
with a community of “ imperfect”  believers?  Together, 
as we do this, our makeup will change because they 
will need us as much as we need them.  It is my belief 
that this needs to be our 2010-2011 priority. 

Oh, you probably think that I forgot the last 
word; I didn’ t.  That word is “always.”   Now, where is 
Jesus’  Spirit?  It is “always”  with you, with us!  How 
marvelous is that! 
 
 
 I Thank God for You! 

 
 
 
    

The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 MUSIC 
 
      
 
Hello HPC reader!  Hopefully, this newsletter has 
found you comfortable and relaxed as you look for   
updates on our church!  It is my pleasure to continue to 
update you on the Music portion of what we’ re doing 
here at HPC.  So, here we go! 
 
  First, let me say how blessed I have been by our choir 
this past year and now entering into this New Year.  
Aren’ t they just sounding wonderful?  I sure think so 
but, as always, I want to extend to you the constant 
need we have at our church.  We need more voices.  A 
bigger choir will just fill this sanctuary with such a 
sound and you can be a part of it!  I think sometimes we 
doubt ourselves and our abilities as musicians but, in 
every one of us, there is something that we can all share 
musically.  I would like to continue to ask all of you 
who read this to please come and sing with us, even if 
it’s just for one Thursday! (7:30 - 8:40 p.m.)  Try it out, 
see if you have fun and see if it’s something you’d like 
to do but are still unsure.  Lift it up to God in prayer. 
 
  Also, we will be starting to do more contemporary 
music before worship on Sundays.  If you play drums, a 
horned instrument, guitar, bass, keys and/or sing, please 
contact me.  Our new praise team would love to have 
you involved.  We already have a base of members who 
want to play but we are always looking for more of our 
members to be involved.  If not, just wait and see the 
cool stuff we’ re doing and then maybe I’ ll hear from 
you!  All in God’s time. 
 
Lastly, I just want to say how much of a blessing this 
church has been to my life and profession.  I am       
continually enjoying working and experiencing worship 
with all of you.  You truly are a unique and powerful 
congregation and my spirit continues to be filled with 
hope and joy for the future.  We are blessed to be a 
blessing! 
 
   Josh Fehskens 
   Director of Music            
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     A very special thanks to Joyce Huen for delivering 
poinsettias to our shut-ins on Christmas Day!  You are 
truly an HPC Angel! 
 

 
 
 

UPDATES ON MEMBERS AND  
FRIENDS OF HPC 

 
Mrs. Richard (Virgie) Lebo 
990 W. Ocotillo Road  #2034 
Chandler, AZ  85248 
(480) 664-0051 
 
Cally and August Miklasz 
2503 Veldee Avenue 
Bremerton, WA  98312 
(360) 479-3047  
 
Tim &  Dawn Sauda family 
6870 Castle Ridge 
Hamburg, NY 14075 
 
Mrs. Nora Green 
c/o Carrie Markello (her daughter) 
1740 Marshall Street 
Houston, TX  77098 
 
Mrs. Jayne Ahrens 
Bethel Estates 
4647 Southwestern Blvd. 
Hamburg, NY 14075 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

We pray for Haiti 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
As the eyes of the world turn to Haiti, let us 
join our hearts in prayer: 
God of compassion 
Please watch over the people of Haiti, 
And weave out of these terrible happenings 
wonders of goodness and grace. 
Surround those who have been affected by 
tragedy 
With a sense of your present love, 
And hold them in faith. 
Though they are lost in grief, 
May they find you and be comforted; 
Guide us as a church  
To find ways of providing assistance 
that heals wounds and provides hope 
Help us to remember that when one of your 
children suffer 
We all suffer 
Through Jesus Christ who was dead, but 
lives 
and rules this world with you. Amen. 
 
(Adapted from Book of Common Worship) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
In the event that the church building is closed 
in inclement weather, all scheduled meetings 
and events are cancelled including            
committees, circles, etc.  Please tune to any of 
the   local television stations – 2, 4 or 7, as our 
HPC closings and cancellations will be        
repor ted there.  Snow and ice removal on 
area roads as well as around the building 
may not have been done and we care about 
your safety. 
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 Pancake Lunch and Dinner  
  Proceeds to suppor t Gowanda Church (which had a fire) and Haiti 
 

 February 16 - 11:00 a.m.  - 1:30 p.m. Luncheon 
     5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Dinner  
 Pancakes - Sausage, Juice, Coffee, Tea 
Adult: $8.00; Child: $4.50; Under 2 years: Free;   Maximum per  Family: $24.00 
   Tickets Available Now! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 February 17 - Ash Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Come, let us examine Holiness 
      Communion and Ashes 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Wednesday Evenings in Lent - 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
A Lenten Walk… 
 A Holy Week Scrutiny… 
  An Easter  to Believe in… 
What Jesus said about… 
 February 24 - Control 
 March 3 - Truth and Falsehood    Please br ing hors d’oeuvres and 
 March 10 - Leadership and Followership         beverages will be furnished 
 March 17 - Rich and the Poor  
 March 24 - Death and Eternal L ife 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Apr il 1 - Maundy Thursday - TBA 
 Apr il 2 - Good Fr iday - TBA 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HELP US HELP HAITI  

 
 Churches in Action & Functional Literacy Ministry of Haiti 

 
 Thursday Feb. 25th, 6:30-10:00 

Live bands/Dessert social 
Knights of Columbus, 36 Pierce Ave. Hamburg 

Tickets  $20 adults   $10 students 
 

 *Haiti t-shirts for sale 
*  Purchase a water purification system for a Haitian family 

*50/50 raffles 
 

 CIA has a long history with FLM of Haiti.   
100% of funds raised will go toward short and long term earthquake relief,  

and the FLM school and House of David Medical Clinic.   
 

 For more information or to purchase tickets contact your CIA representative  
or Russell and Sue Rich 648-5785. 
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From “40-Day Journey with Joan Chittester” , Augsburg Books, Minneapolis 
 

BIBLICAL WISDOM 
But he said to me, “ My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made     
perfect in weakness.  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my  
weakness so that Christ’s power may rest on me.”    2 Corinthians 12:9 
 

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 
Psalm 133:1 

 
“ IN MY WEAKNESS IS MY STRENGTH,”  Paul writes (2 Corinthians 12:10).  I never understood 
that passage nor did I like it until, struck with polio as a young woman, I began little by little to realize 
that if I ever walked again, it would not be thanks to me, it would be thanks to everyone around me 
who formed the human chain that kept me human.  When I could not move, they carried me.  When I 
could not work, they found functions for me that justified my existence.  When I could not find a     
reason for going on, they liked me enough to give me back a sense of human connectedness.  When I 
could not cure myself, they cured me of the clay of my limits and turned me into life again.  They 
taught me the glories of weakness for both of us. 
 
I most of all wanted to be strong and like no other time in life found myself defined by my weakness, I 
began to understand the great question of life.  If I do not need other people, what can I ever learn?  
And if I do not need other people, what is their own purpose in life, what is their claim on my own gifts 
when they need me as I needed them?  The moment I came to realize that it is precisely the gifts of  
others - and they of mine - marks the moment of my spiritual beginning.  Suddenly, creature hood     
becomes gift and power and the beginning of unlimited personal growth. 
 
Joan invites us to ponder these questions: 
·  In what ways can a faith community form “ the human chain that keeps us human” when our 

strength and abilities are inadequate in the situations we face? 
·  What does it mean to see life in community as an interdependence of gifts? 
·  What do we learn by needing other people? 

 
 
    
    Blessings to all from your PW Coordinating Team 
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                                      WORSHIP & MUSIC                  

 
February 7, 2010  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship  
    5th Sunday after  Epiphany 
    9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
    Scr ipture: Luke 5:1-11 
    Sermon: “ Scouting the Deep Water”  
    »Child &  Adult Safety Class dur ing Sunday School hour 
    »New Member Gather ing with the Pastor  follows Worship 
 
February 14, 2010  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship &  Communion 
    6th Sunday after  Epiphany 
    9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
    Scr ipture: 2 Cor inthians 3:12-4:2 
    Sermon: “ The Chains of Love”  
    »Child &  Adult Safety Class dur ing Sunday School hour 
 
Tuesday 
February 16, 2010  Shrove Tuesday Celebration 
    Pancake lunch/dinner 
 
Wednesday 
February 17, 2010  7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Communion 
    Scr ipture: Psalm 51:1-17 
    Sermon: “ The Confession Gadget”  
 
February 21, 2010  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship 
    1st Sunday in Lent 
    9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
    Scr ipture: Luke 4:1-13 
    Sermon: “ Thou Shalt Not L ive by Street Food Alone”  
    »Child &  Adult Safety Class dur ing Sunday School hour 
    »New Member Gather ing with the Pastor  follows Worship 
 
February 28, 2010  8:00 &  10:30 a.m. Worship 
    2nd Sunday in Lent 
    9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
    Scr ipture: Philippians 3:17-4:1 
    Sermon: “ The Five Question Quiz”  
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 9AM TO 10 AM 

 
 Ongoing Bible Study in the Chapel 

 
 Every Sunday morning, Shelly Ring leads              
discussions of different Books of the Bible.  All are 
welcome to drop in and join the discussion.  It is 
meant as an aid to personal growth in understanding 
the Bible and your faith.  It is a chance to join old 
friends and make new friends along your faith      
journey. 
 

  Studies in the Lounge 
 

 The Disciple Making Church 
Continuing through February 7th, this book study is 
led by Bob Beach and Sue Robinson.  It concludes 
discussion about how the church and its members 
should transform from the “ABC’s”  (attendance, 
building, and cash) into fulfilling Christ’s charge to 
“go forth and make disciples.”  
 
 L iving The Questions, Introduction to Progressive 

Chr istianity 
From February 14th through March 7th, Don Robinson 
and Lamont Beers will lead four discussions with “no 
answers.”   Their four sessions will use videos          
designed to spark discussion:  Who wrote the Bible?; 
Nature of God & the Divine; Creation; Restoring   
Relationships.  Discussing Progressive Christianity 
may be unsettling, uncomfortable and challenging to 
some, but it definitely is not dull.  Whether you may 
agree or disagree with what progressive Christianity 
understanding is, it is an important opportunity to 
learn what it is, as there are many adherents in 
mainline denominations, including the PCUSA. 

 
 Amazing Grace Movie Study 

From March 14th to 28th, Michael Weyand will lead a 
study of the movie “Amazing Grace” , examining one 
man’s passion and perseverance to end the British 
slave trade.  In the three Sundays leading up to Easter, 
this movie study will look at how grace and passion 
can change the world. 
 

 Easter  Sunday – No Adult Sunday School 
 

 Water  Project in Tanzania, Afr ica 
To be scheduled after Easter, Masamichi Ikeda 
(founder of the UB chapter of Engineers without   
Borders) and Michael Weyand will discuss their  
January 2007 experience of overcoming the cultural 
and technical issues involved in bringing clean   
drinking water to impoverished and underdeveloped 
areas of our world.   We are blessed in WNY to be 
able to turn on our faucet and drink without worrying 
about disease.  How can we as a Christian community 
help bring such a basic service as clean water to     
others? 
 

 IF YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR        
FUTURE ADULT EDUCATION TOPICS, PLEASE 
TALK WITH ANY MEMBER OF THE CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
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FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP HOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
� February 7  Christian Ed. & Youth 
 February 14  Financial Management 
 February 21  Worship & Music 
 February 28  Deacons  

 



 
SESSION 

 Clerk of Session:  Sue Ganey 

  Class of 2010  Class of 2011  Class of 2012  
  Tom Conway  David Bortel  Holly Bahruth 
  Jim Lewis  Anna Robinson Wayne Hines 
  Janie Smith  Joe Streamer  Tom Rivers 
     Blair Webster  Susan Robinson 
        Wendy Zimmerman  
 

   THE DEACONS 
Moderator :  Tricia Harrigan  

Secretary:   

  Lisa Cimorelli  Katy Webster  Joyce Huen 
  Pat Headlee  Tricia Harrigan  
  Peter Leyonmark Anne Nelson   
  Hannah Rich  Shari Gallagher 
  June Sercu  Mary Rey 
 
        THE TRUSTEES 

President: Jeff Leyonmark   Vice President: Mike Weyand  
Recording Secretary:  

  Jeff Leyonmark Nancy Brogan 
  Mike Weyand  JoAnne Reed 
     Scott Nelson 
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Update from the Deacons 

December was another busy month for the Deacons at 
HPC!  Some highlights include the delivery of       
poinsettias to our friends in assisted living facilities 
and the homebound, thanks to Joyce Huen!  Joyce is a 
new Deacon and took on this task with the help of her 
son.  Thanks to Joyce for spreading the Christmas 
spirit! 

The food pantry continues to be stocked and will be a 
great benefit to many during the cold winter months 
ahead.  The “Feast for Friends”  crew served 165    
people on December 27th.  They were well prepared 
with casseroles and help for the monthly trek      
downtown. Julie Cimorelli completed the new       
Deacons Handbook, a fantastic resource that will help 
our entire committee to be more efficient!  Thank you, 
Julie, for all your hard work! 

 

We  are  sad  to  say  goodbye  to  Julie  Cimorelli, 
Lisa Cimorelli and Dudley Hollenbeck as their Deacon 
term has ended.  We are somewhat skeptical of     
moving on without them, but know they have prepared 
the rest of us!  Joyce Huen, Pat Headlee and Hannah 
Rich have big shoes to fill and we are very excited to 
work with them!   

On behalf of the Deacons, please say a BIG thank you 
to Janie Smith for baking communion bread and to   
Lamont Beers for making and supplying the           
communion wine!  We are truly fortunate to have such 
dedicated members of HPC! 

Looking forward to serving HPC in 2010! 

Trish Harrigan 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CIA Friends, 
 

     We are looking for relief for Haiti.  The mission 
team was planning to go January 23 - 30 but our trip 
has been postponed temporarily.   
 

     The village of Tomassin, where the House of 
David and the Functional Literacy Ministry of Haiti 
school are located is about 10 miles south of Port-au-
Prince and word has come that the clinic and school 
have both escaped damage.   
 

     The mission team of 26 is closely monitoring the 
situation and will travel to Haiti as soon as the       
logistics and the team’s personal safety can be       
assured. 
 

We are trying to gather the following supplies to 
help: 
 
·  Monetary donations to FLM of Haiti (to         

purchase more water filtration systems for 
household use).  Checks can be mailed to:
 Functional Literacy Ministry of Haiti  
 1064 Premier Street    
 Pittsburgh, PA  15201 

 
·  Pain relievers - acetaminophen, ibuprofen, etc. 

(NOT aspirin) 
 
·  Large bandages, rolls of gauze, 4x4 pads 
 
·  Beanie Babies (to comfort children) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Haiti           Dominican Republic 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear friends of CIA, 
 
     It’s hard to believe Churches In Action has been 
prayerfully trying to follow God’s will since 1996.  
Looking back at all we have done is fun.   
     You might like to check out our web site at 
www.churchesinaction.com to see pictures of past 
projects.  Looking forward is even more exciting.  
2010 promises to be a full      calendar. 
 
MARCH - Providing Bibles to Haitians who       
complete a literacy course. 
 
APRIL - Taste of Home Show fundraiser (stuffing 
bags with give-a ways) 
 
MAY 14th & 15th - Work Weekend at St. Luke’s 
Mission of Mercy 
 
JUNE - Assembling hygiene kits to distribute in 
Haiti 
 
SEPTEMBER 26th - Undies Sunday (collecting new 
underwear for local families) 
 
OCTOBER - Crop Walk (walking to support hunger 
relief) 
 
NOVEMBER 4th- 7th - Christmas in the Country 
fundraiser 
 
DECEMBER - Christmas caroling to group homes 
 
     Thank you to all who have supported one or more 
of our mission projects in the past.  I look forward to 
seeing you in 2010. 
 
   Sincerely, 
   Russell Rich 
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A tr ip is being planned for  
K ingdom Bound 2010 at  

Dar ien Lake, August 1st – 4th 

 

Kingdom Bound is a Christian Festival of music and 
seminars. We are planning to camp on site for the      
duration of the festival.  For those of you age 14 and up 
who would like to attend, please contact Lynn Bushen 
649-1970 at the church office or Jeff Fisk 200-7612. 
Fundraising for the trip will follow. The final costs for  
individuals will be determined from participation in 
fund raising activities. 
 
__________________________________ 
 

Update on Presbyter ian Youth Tr iennium 
July 20-24 Purdue University 

 
 Blessings to our two confirmed participants to Youth   
Triennium!  Any youth going into the 9th grade and 
those graduating 12th grade must commit by Feb. 20th.  
See Cindy Hardin for registration form. 
 
 Other important dates: 
February 26- Delegation Declaration due (Presbytery 
wide) 
 
 May 29th- Registration closes at 6pm 
All fees must be paid and all registrations completed. 
 
 Total price is $475 for registration, room and board, 
and transportation. 
Christian Education Committee has money for each  
participant to attend.  Fundraisers will help defray the 
cost. 
 
 Time is running short to seize this life changing        
opportunity “For Such A Time As This.”  

 
 
 
 

 
We Believe Workshop for February 

 
 Jesus Teaches: 

Build on This Foundation 
Matthew 7:24-29 

 
 Sunday Morning 9:00 

Feb. 7-14-21-28 
 
 Verse to remember 
“ Everyone then who hears these words of 
mine and acts on them will be like a wise     
person who built a house on rock.”  
 
 What we will learn 
·  Living a wise or foolish lifestyle 
·  Jesus desires we walk the walk of faith 

 
  
 What is Happening in We Believe Workshops 
·  Explore the parable through puppet drama 
·  Try out kitchen tools and follow recipe to 
bake cupcakes 
·  Build a house of cards and learn a new 
song 
·  Talk about actions they do or could do to 
build a strong foundation of faith 
 
  

 PLEASE BRING YOUR CHILDREN – THEY 
ARE ALL INVITED. 

NURSERY IS AVAILABLE FOR INFANTS TO 
AGE 1 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AVAILABLE FOR AGES 2, 
3, AND 4 

 
 Stories for pre-school: 

·  We Share a Meal Too! 
·  Phillip Tells About Jesus 
·  We Can Tell About Jesus 
·  A New Commandant: Jesus Loves 

Me 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
 1 Carolyn Gunning 
 1 Al Harrington 
            1 Brian Obenshain 
 2 Anita Burns 
 3 Rebecca Gunning 
            4 Tony Cimorelli 
            5 Wayne Hines 
            7 Shelly Ring 
           12 Jill Lanfear 
           12 Mike Weyand 
           13 Anne Elizabeth Lithiluxa 
           13 Sue Robinson 
           17 Harry Mitchell 
           20 Abigail Sauda 
           22 Tom Conway 
           22 Clara Rich 
           22 Madison Rich 
           22 Zachary Tone 
           23 Bob Pickel 
           24 Scott Nelson 
           25 Dave Bortel 
           26 Linda Bastedo 
           26 Winnie Bergner 
           26 Bob Bickel 
           26 Diane Buzy 
           26 Helen Papp 
           27 Lamont Beers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*  Special Note:   
  We congratulate our  members on reaching 
the wonder ful milestone of 85 or  more! 
     I f we’ve missed a birthday in your family or 
have printed incorrect information, please phone 
the church office with the updates at 649-1970. 
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Worship Services at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. September through May 
  and one service only at 9:30 a.m. June through Labor Day. 
7:15 p.m. Christian Nurture - the fourth Tuesday of each month 
 Service for the developmentally disabled individuals in area group homes. 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

The deadline for the March issue of the Towel &  Basin is Wednesday, February 21, 2010.  Please label 
articles with your name and telephone number and deliver them to the church office. (No article will  be      
accepted without identification.) You may also submit your articles via e-mail to:         
hpc.hpc@ver izon.net.  
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