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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empeered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves

to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,

to support the mission of the church worldwide,

to work for justice and peace, and

to build an inclusive, caring community of women tlat strengthens the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdam

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN - Shake the winter blues and join us in Februarywwo great events at our
parish house, Mission on Main:

Friday, February 15, from 7:00 pm to 10 pm ? _PRAISE GOD IN MOTION - A retreat for all women

of every age who would like to explore how to wapsksod through liturgical dance. Our own Marci
Toney and Holly Bahruth, former members of Juliends liturgical dance group, will draw from their
experiences as they guide us in learning to p@aa#through expressive gestures and simple movement

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED. Come and bring a friend tgrnhe evening together. We’'ll start the retreat
with a Pizza Supper at 7:00 pm. If you can stagrafie program for a Ladies Night Qbting a sleeping
bag, a snack to share and join us for our Slee@agy.

Saturday, February 16, from 9:00 am to 11:00 anPW WINTER GATHERING- Come as you are for
breakfast and visit with your friends. Breakfasl We prepared by the Ruth Circle and Dorothy Hegton

has promised us her famous home-baked cinnamas! Mablu can also meet our guest, a resident at the
KATHLEEN MARY HOUSE, which shelters women who haween victims of domestic violence.

You will find the sign up sheets for both eventstiom PW bulletin board in the narthex.
Sign-up deadline is February 10
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CHURCHES IN ACTION

Dear HPC,

Thank you for your continued support of
Churches in Action. We are entering our 11th year
of serving God as an organized group.

This year is by far our most ambitious. We have
plans to send 800 Bibles to our Christian brothers
and sisters in Haiti who will graduate from a

Functional Literacy program.

In March, we will collect underwear for local
clothing shelters on “Undies Sunday”.

May 9th and 19th is our biggest project to daté ClI
and Friends of St. Luke’s will install new bathromm
and a kitchen that serves 600 meals a day at St.
Luke’s Mission of Mercy. For this most exciting
project we have raised $38,000 of the $70,000 goal.

June is Hygiene Kits, August will be Back to
School Backpacks.

&
We will end the year in December Christmas
caroling to area group homes for the
developmentally disabled. (

Thank you for your continued prayers, volunteers
and financial support that make each of these,
mission projects possible.

)00

Regards,

Coming in March

Friday, March 7 - World Day of Prayer

Saturday, March 8 - turn your clocks ahead
one hour before going to bed

Sunday, March 9 - Daylight Savings Time
begins

Sunday, March 16 - Passion/Palm Sunday

Thursday, March 20 - Maundy Thursday
First Day of Spring

Friday, March 21 - Good Friday

Sunday, March 23 - Easter Sunday
(One Great Hour of Sharing)
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NEW CLERK OF SESSION f‘hank YO
/g

Susan Ganey has been elected as our Clerk of
Session, replacing Cynthia Rotino. She first jdine

HPC with her parents in 1956 and then attended % " ## " + $ %
Wayside Presbyterian Church before returning## & " & $
She has held the offices of elder and deacon. Sheg $ # 0 & ) )#
has taught Sunday School and been involved in the "+ ¢ & 1## $
Women’s Association and Circle. She is @ o4 ¢ $

marketing consultant with CMG Associates and ,; g0 44 g

attended SUNY Fredonia and ECC. She grew up 9 i

in Kenmore and Hamburg, where she currently

resides. She is active in the Hamburg Kiwanis i

Club as well as babysitting grandchildren. $ ()
The clerk shall record the transactions of the 20909922922922229292

governing body, keep iFS rolls of membership and This note of gratitude is sent especially to

?tteniance, pres?rve 'ti recorﬂs carefully,d a%q<press the warmest thanks to you for all your

urnish extracts from them when require .

another governing body of the church. Su%ﬁoughtfulness. Thanks Again.
tracts, verified by the clerk, shall b idei .

extracts, VETed by e clers, shall be evl errceﬂ_g everyone at Hamburg Presbyt_erlan Church, _

session shall be an elder elected by the sessioni Were so pleased to receive the beautiful

such term as it may determine. (G-9.0203 BookR§finsettia plant plus the fruit basket. How do we
Order) say thank you for these and for the lovely birthday

and Christmas cards you sent us.
May God Bless each one of you for your thought-
fulness.

LENTEN CROSS
Sunday School is in the second quarter which will
lead us through the Season of Lent. We will use a
Lenten Cross to help the children understand and
remember Lent. Originally, the Lenten Cross was

made from the wood of the Christmas tree so it wg&eetings and Salutations to the members of the
a reminder that the Jesus whose birth we celebraggnaritan Fund.

at Christmas was crucified on the cross as a mgfy husband, W. Barry Mallon, was the recipient of

As our children assemble after their class time, Wefresh fruit basket of which | also have partaken.
will light a new candle each week. A brief meditarhe fruit is delicious.

tion and a new song will be added to help our chil- . . .
dren understand Lent. Barry also received a lovely pink and ivory

poinsettia which presently graces our living room.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2 We thank you for your thoughtfulness and
During the 10:30 worship service, Bibles will bgenerosity. We also appreciated Edith Beatty's
given to our Third Graders. As we gain nephone call to make sure Barry was bearing up well
membership and new children, the committeRiring the holidays.

wants to provide Bibles to children who may n%i

Charles and Bernie Olin

have been attending when they were in third gra a}ytthe dblhessmgs of th'jdho.ly stﬁason fill your
Let Lynn in the church office know if your child earts and homes how and during the new year.

has gone through third grade and not received a Sincerely yours,
Bible from HPC.
T. C. Mallon



Pam Henrich’s daughter-in-law, Natalie and frierdeAne
Robert Shirkey Nancy Crossan Jim Felger
Shari Gallagher’s friend, Beth Dave Trask
The Wheaton’s granddaughter, Sophie

Terry & David Cavanagh Jr. Ed Ahrens
Donna Burns Art Buzy
Marilyn Monckton’s son, Richard
Michael Kalisz  Bob Bergner
John Mouw’s friend, Bob
Winnie Bergner  Zachary Smith
Wendy’s friend, Audrey
Jayne Ahrens’ nephew, Ed Ahrens
Shari Gallagher Rachel McGarrity
Jackie Strong’s father, James Beckett
Ginny Jansen Jeanne Tomson’s daughter, Cynthia
Mary Rey’s aunt, Dorothy Jack Carey
Annette Dorsheimer Harry Toney
Sue Harrington Sharon Weyand
Sue Robinson’s mom, Mimi
The Koelmel's granddaughter, Ellie
Lynn Bushen'’s friend, George
Nicholas, a friend of Kathy Blood
Doris Chalfant  Our Military
Don Perry Marguerite Howard
Mary Jane Davis Bettie Evans
Edith Friebis Carole Jean Howe
Terra Ann Dickerson
Joe Bocchiaro’s aunt, Estelle
Marianne Burton’s niece, Caroline King
Scott and Barbara Green Karen Provvidenza
Elyse Perry’s brother, Larry
June Streamer’s cousin, Janet Dietzen
Dorothy Harrington’s brother, Elton Fredericsen
Margaret Ambrose’s nephew, John
Peter Leyonmark’s niece, Jessica
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During the Lenten season this year, one of our foses will be on “Taizé”, a form of meditative
singing and praying that has become popular all ovethe world in the last several years. In order
that we might better understand what Taizé is, andvhy we will be concentrating on this particular
form of worship, here is some history about the mament.

Everything began in 1940 when, at the age of 25, &her Roger left his homeland of Switzerland to
go and live in France, where his mother came fromHe had TB for many years, and during that time
believed that he received a call to create a commity where simplicity and kind-heartedness would
be lived out as essential realities of the Gospel.

The small village of Taizé, where he settled, wasose to the demarcation line that divided France in
half during the World War Il, and so was well situated to be a place of welcome for refugees fleeing
the war. With his sister’'s help, he was able to buan uninhabited house, collect water from the
village well, and make simple soups from corn floubought cheaply at the nearby mill.

In order not to put any pressure on those he was sttering, Brother Roger prayed alone, often going
into the woods near the house to sing. In time, seral other brothers joined him, and they began a
life together that continued in Taizé.

Today the Taizé Community is made up of over a hurméd brothers, Catholic and Protestant
backgrounds, coming from more than 25 nations. Therothers earn their living by their work, never
accepting donations. If a brother inherits somethg from his family, it is given by the community fo
the very poor. Small groups of brothers are presdnn Asia, Africa, and South America. As far as
possible, they share the living conditions of thosgho surround them, striving to be a presence of e
among the very poor, street children, prisoners, te dying, and those who are wounded in their
depths by broken relationships, by being abandoned.

Brother Roger died in 2005 at the age of 90, killeduring the evening prayer. Brother Alois, whom
Brother Roger had chosen many years go as his susser, is now the prior of the Community.

"% %! #$

Singing is one of the most essential elements ofsbip. Short songs, repeated again and again, give
it a meditative character. Using just a few wordsthey express a basic reality of faith, quickly
grasped by the mind. Meditative singing thus becoes a way of listening to God. It allows everyone
to take part in a time of prayer together, withouthaving to fix the length of time too exactly.

The “songs of Taizé”, published in different languges, (most of the songs should be in the language
understood by the participants) are simple, but prparation is required to use them in prayer. This
preparation usually takes place before the prayertself. No one directs the music, unless there is a
large congregation; in that case, the direction shdd be as discreet as possible. Small groups of
instrumentalists can also be used.

| close with a quote from Olivier Clement: “Something very interesting at Taizé is that thisriula of
calming repetition has been taken up in the liturgihat is, it is used not only in personal praydyut also

in prayer together or common prayer. Some youngpe, who know almost nothing of mystery, are
introduced to it here, and they begin to learn hoavpray.”
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2 min
1/20/2008 - Church offers special service for deprientally disabled

By TRACY RZEPKA OBSERVER Lifestyles Editor

FORESTVILLE — Slowly, they trickle in. Some enté&etsanctuary on their own accord, with just a toafch
guidance to steer them toward a certain pew. Otirersvheeled in and parked in the aisle or towaedack.

Fred Holdridge greets the visitors to Forestvilleitdd Methodist Church this Thursday evening. Halilg admits
that as the worship leader, he doesn’t know thergitl of his efforts.

“That’s up to God,” he said.

This service geared for people with developmentaltilities — though anyone is welcome — debuteDé@zember
under the direction of Holdridge with help from kiffe, Jo Anne, the Rev. Rebecca Ward and othercbhu
members. Plans call for the “nurturing serviceb®held at 7 p.m. the second Thursday of every Imibmbugh at
least May.

“It's a nice thing,” commented Donna Lascola, witoc@mpanied a community home resident of the Wedem
York Developmental Disabilities Services Office (WNDDSO) at the January gathering.

“Not so much for her,” Lascola said, pointing te silent woman at her side, “but others are ndtqei@t — they
are loud and can't be in a regular church setfiiigs gives them the chance to go to church.”

Such services have been offered from time to thmeughout the years at different churches, with lmgiag based at
JN Adams. Holdridge said there is a Catholic deago currently travels to day habilitation sitesitBe isn’t
aware of any church in Northern Chautauqua Couratydaters specifically to those with special needs

“I felt that God kind of channeled it through mechase I'm working on both sides here,” he said.

Not only is he a lay speaker at the Forestvillerchubut he serves the developmentally disabled fosing. He is a
habilitation specialist for the WNY DDSO.

“We frequently look at whether or not people artdigg any type of spiritual services,” he said, iaddhat a need
became apparent.

Holdridge got to thinking about helping to fulfihat need. On one hand, he could help his churttartearry out the
United Methodist Church’s slogan: “Open hearts. iOmegnds. Open doors.” On the other, extending &itdrwould
aid a service agency’s goal of increasing integreith the community.

He contacted a church in the Buffalo area that stens to the developmentally disabled for guidahktzamburg
Presbyterian Church rolled out “Christian Nurtuie1996, driven by a woman in the congregation wiated her
son to participate in a church service. His digingcbehaviors prevented attendance at regularhimrs

Susan Rich, who has been the worship leader fdagtdive years, explained that the woman'’s drasulted in a
“more individualized, small worship service” thatecumenical in nature. Christian Nurture also smeate a month,
but uses a curriculum through the Friendship Series

“It's a simple method each time — similar to a dnéin’'s sermon, but more appropriate for adults¢hRsaid. “We
will use skits or plays or visual aids to help €harsimple Christian message.”

Interaction is a key component, with some attengeeticipating through candle lighting, bringindg#le forward,
helping with the offering, or singing or playingetbiano, depending on skill level. One of the lead@a fact, lives in



“She’s excellent. She greets everyone, passesutiatibs, helps get people in with their wheelchAiRich said.

Props that attendees can feel, taste or simplargepassed around to make the experience mordkaagid the
message better understood. Of course, a servicllwbbe one without music. If anything, music damthe one
thing that breaks through to an individual.

“There is a man who is non-verbal. When the musidsand he hears the songs, he really brightefisich
shared. “| can see that he just enjoys that, év€s & sense of being part of that.”

The service, in Rich’s opinion, has been wonderful.

“There isn’t anything like this out there. That'©iyl was excited to talk to Fred,” she said. “Sgmeeple just don’t
fit in at a regular service. They don’t have traorsgtion to get there, or they're at a level whitviey don’t get much
out of it.”

The Forestville operation is not quite so advarathat at Rich’s church. It is “a work in progréss Holdridge
tells the congregation.

The offering is “like any other church service,cept that it is shortened to about a half hour. iMasd simple
language are also integral.

“Mental retardation ranges from the profound todeoline. There’s a whole range of understandinpénway
people perceive things,” Holdridge said. “This isrmon a Sunday school level.”

Correspondence was sent to all WNY DDSO homesdratba, as well as homes affiliated with The Resour
Center, Aspire of Western New York and People Difficulty has been met in finding individuals whige at home
in a family setting.

“Hopefully it will grow. | think we've already grow. Last month we had two (attendees) and | thiskdady saw
three guys go in,” Holdridge said, peeking out fritva pastor’s office 20 minutes before the Jansaryice was to
start.

“I knew both of the guys. The one was really happye thought it was really cool. He was gigglingl daughing,
Holdridge said, reflecting on the first serviceh& other fellow fell asleep.”

“That’'s common in church,” his wife, Jo Anne, ijeated with a laugh, to which he added, “If | caeg half the
folks awake ..."

Joking aside, Holdridge hopes the church’s effaitlsserve in bringing “as many people to God asgble.” Even
if it's just a few, that's OK.

His counterpart in Hamburg said that she beliees®gryone is able to take something away.”

“A lot of them are able to share joys and concésiwe said. “They share, one way or another, amividhat people
care about them.”

Comments on this article may be sentrr@pka@observertoday.com
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WHEN THE WEATHER IS TERRIBLE!
WILL THE CHURCH BE OPEN FOR TONIGHT'S MEETING?

Decisions about closing the building becanfdead weather are usually made
between 3:30-4:00 p.m. daily. If the building lesed, that announcement will be
placed on the telephone answering device of thecbhu
In the spirit of concern for other people, if thectsion is made to close the building, please abiydée
decision and be responsible to call other peopld @ncel all meetings. Please call into the church
answering machine at 649-1970 for information.
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The changeover for the new officers, Class of 20ffiially took place on January 27, 2008 at tbedusion
of the annual congregational meeting.

The Deacons and Elders elect for the class of 204i@ installed at the 10:30 service on this datt the
Trustees were recognized.

There was a training event on January 19, 200&h&Elders and Deacons.
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Worship Services
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