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Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

Dear Friends: 

 I have been wondering about that line in the story of Jesus’ birth where 
the shepherds returned to their flocks.  Remember this line?  “The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.”  This line made me think about Christian preaching in 
mainline denominations, and it made me think especially about you, the people 
in the pews.  

 Every Sunday well meaning preachers tell some aspect of Jesus’ life, 
reenacting this brief line of scripture.  For the preacher, it is an affirmation,   
reaffirmation, and proclamation.  Other times it is a call to faith, or wholeness, 
or presence, etc.  There is one thing that preaching always is, whether good or 
bad.  It is an invitation to compare one’s life to the life of Christ by stepping up, 
stepping out, and kneeling ever so humbly yet mindful of God’s love.  The 
preacher’s hope is exactly what scripture proclaims, and that proclamation is 
that everyone’s life is enhanced and changed by Christ Jesus’ story and our   
encounter with that story. 

 We see this in the Old Testament.  We look into those stories; we      
observe the vividness of God working in the lives of people.   Intellectually, we 
may understand either Jesus’ presence or the work of the Spirit in the Old    
Testament, but in reading the story we encounter God and God’s work head 
on… and God changed lives.  Adam, Eve, Abraham, and Sarah are just a few 
foundational characters in our faith stories.  But do not forget the stories of 
Samson, David, Noah, Jonah, Micah and Malachi and so many more of faith.  
Every character is a story of God and God’s work in his or her lives and the 
world.  As Jesus is born, God’s story takes on the look of humility.            
Nonetheless, all of the people who saw or heard or believed became part of the 
story.    All of the people who did not see or did not hear or did not believe, also 
became part of the story.  As graphic as the Old Testament stories are, the same 
is true in New Testament stories. 

But when I think of the tens of millions of people who played a part in God’s 
story and in the lives of people, I think of your life and my life.  I think of our 
faith and our faith story.  Millions of nameless people over the centuries have 
told God’s story.  They lived telling “all they had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them.”  

      continued…... 
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…..continued 

  

 Tell me, what is your faith story?  Is it a God story or Jesus story?  Have you been telling what you 
have heard and been told about God?  How was your faith born into your own life?  Is Jesus real to you?   

 The first verse in the hymn The Summons eloquently articulates what God hopes for you and for me. 

Will you come and follow me 
If I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 
And never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
Will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown 
In you and you in me? 

This is why we have a Christmas story.  We are to tell all that we have heard and been told.  God has 
given us an indescribable gift and asked us to tell the world about the gift.  This holiday season let us be the 
“shepherds of Hamburg,.” and tell all that we have heard about Jesus.  Let us share the story of God’s love for 
the world. 

Accept the challenge and tell the story of Jesus, his life, and his love for us.  Accept the possibility of 
being a character in God’s capacity to love.  Look at the story of Christmas with God’s loving eyes.  Risk 
never being the same.  Find the spirit of God within you! 

�

�

I Thank Our God for you! 

 

  

  

 The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DECEMBER SESSION MEETING 

On Monday, December 1st, the Session will be participating in a Tri Annual visit with the 
Reverend Dave Kunselman. 

In order to accomplish our needs, please be present at 6:45 p.m. 
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP & MUSIC AT HPC 
What a joyous season Advent is!  A true preparation for Christmas and the birth of the Christ Child will be 
upon us on November 30 and continue through the month of December.  The Chancel Choir will be      
singing, as will God’s Kids, the Joyful Noises, and the Mid-High Choir; and of course there will be    
Christmas music from the Bells of Praise and the Children’s Chimes. 
Below is the schedule for the various groups that will be providing music for our Advent services: 
 
November 30  The Chancel Choir “Arise, Shine” 
    Christmas Traditions and Decorating of the Church 
   First Sunday of Advent - Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37 
   Sermon - “A Second Breath” at 8:15 a.m. only 
 
December 7  The Chancel Choir “Comfort, Comfort” 
   The Mid-High Choir “Jesus, Jesus” 
   Second Sunday of Advent - Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 
   Sermon - “The Essence of God” at 8:15 a.m. 
   “Merry Tifton” a Christmas Story first penned by  The Reverend Dr. 
             James Kenny 
   Time with the Children - Cindy Hardin 
 
December 14  The Chancel Choir “Breath of Heaven” (soloist: Katy Webster) 
   God’s Kids   “We Wait for a Little Child” 
   Third Sunday of Advent - Isaiah 64:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
   Sermon - “The Fable of Jesus’ Twin” 
   Time with the Children - Pastor Jim  “Word of Mouth) 
 
December 21  The Bells of Praise “I Wonder as I Wander” 
      “Once in Royal David’s City” 
   Children’s Chimes 
    The Adult Christmas Pageant 
   Fourth Sunday of Advent - One Service 10:30 a.m. 
 
December 24  The Chancel Choir “AN EARLY AMERICAN SERVICE  OF LESSONS  
            AND CAROLS” 
   God’s Kids  “Bethlehem Night 
   Christmas Eve - Dinner at the Church 6:15 p.m.  8:00 p.m. Worship 
 
December 28  One Service - 10:30 a.m. - The Reverend Stacy Otto preaching 
   First Sunday after Christmas 
 
January 4  One Service - 10:30 a.m. - The Reverend Stacy Otto preaching 
   Second Sunday after Christmas 
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JANUARY 17 - 18 2009 
MANY VOICES - ONE SPIRIT  

CELEBRATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY THROUGH MUSIC 

The Hamburg Presbyterian Church invites everyone to join them for an awe-inspiring 
weekend with Dr. Melva Costen, internationally known composer, arranger, author and 
speaker.  Dr. Costen recently retired as Helmar Emil Nielsen Professor of Church Music and 
Worship at the Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta, GA and accepted a 
teaching post at Yale Institute of Sacred Music and Yale Divinity School, New Haven, CT as 
Visiting Professor of Liturgical Studies.   

Two workshops are being offered on Saturday at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with a 
refreshment break at 10:30 a.m.  Sunday, January 18, at 3:00 p.m. you will hear a massed 
choir from Buffalo and local area churches with Dr. Costen as the choir director, 
accompanied by Joanne Hollenbeck at the Allen Organ.   

To continue the evening on diversity, everyone attending the program is 
welcome to attend a potluck dinner and encouraged to bring a favorite 
cultural dish to pass.  There is no charge for the weekend.  However, 
reservations for the workshops and potluck dinner are required by calling 
Hamburg Presbyterian Church at 649-1970.  If no answer, please leave your 
message. 
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NEWLY ELECTED 2009 CHURCH OFFICERS 

 

Class of 2009 (1 year term) Elder 

SUSAN ROBINSON lives in Hamburg, has two 
grown children, Betsy and Scott, and works for 
State Farm Insurance.  Sue grew up in Snyder; 
graduated from Amherst H.S.; has an undergraduate 
degree from Westminster College and Masters from 
Edinboro University.  She has been a member of 
HPC for five years.  Sue is a member of both the 
Mission and Natural Church Development        
Committees as well as Church Garden Club.  Sue is 
a strong advocate and participant in mission work to 
Haiti. 

Class of 2011 (3 year term) Elders 

ANNA ROBINSON lives in Eden with her husband 
Donald, has three grown children, Amanda,     
Elizabeth and Meredith and works as a French 
teacher for Orchard Park.  She grew up in Hamburg 
and has a BA from SUNY Albany and Masters from         
Middlebury College.  Anna has been a member of 
the church for 43 years and is currently serving on 
the Personnel Committee as well as playing in hand 
bells.  She enjoys gardening, traveling and gourmet 
cooking. 

JOE STREAMER lives in Hamburg with his wife 
June, has three grown children, JoAnne, Jerry and 
Jennifer. He and is a retired chemical                         
engineer/department head at Bethlehem Steel, grew 
up in suburbs of Philadelphia and received his     
undergraduate degree from Penn State and MBA 
from UB.  Joe has been a member of our church for 
41 years, sings in our choir and was an Elder and 
Church Treasurer from 1985 to 1994.  Joe enjoys 
music and history (railroad, family and local area). 

WENDY ZIMMERMAN lives in Hamburg after 
growing up in Niagara Falls.  She retired as a      
customer service representative for Rich Products 
and presently is a “professional volunteer.”  She has 
been a member of HPC for 30 years and is our 
church’s volunteer pastoral care assistant.  Wendy 
has served as Deacon and is active in the choir, bell 
choir, Sunday school, small groups and Worship &  

 

Music Committee as well as the Music              
Committee/Planning Team.  She enjoys music, both 
singing and playing the piano. 

DAVID BORTEL lives in Orchard Park with his 
wife Holly, has three grown children, Jared, Tyler 
and Chase and is a retired Hamburg teacher.  Dave 
grew up in Grand Rapids, Ohio and has a BA from 
Miami University and Masters from UB.  He has 
been a church member for 23 years and has been a 
Sunday school teacher.  Dave enjoys hunting, fly 
fishing and is a trap shooter. 

Class of 2011 (3 year term) Deacon 

KATY WEBSTER lives in Hamburg with her     
husband Blair, has three children, Eric, Brian and 
Chris and is a 4th grade teacher at Union Pleasant 
Elementary.  She grew up in Angola and has a BS 
from Northern Illinois University and MS from 
SUNY Cortland.  Katy has been a member for 14 
years, sings with the contemporary group “In Faith” 
and was youth music director.  She enjoys singing. 

TRISH HARRIGAN lives in Orchard Park with her 
husband Jim, children Griffin and Leah and is a 
sales representative for Schering Plough            
Pharmaceuticals.  Trish grew up in Hamburg and 
has a BS from the College of William and Mary.  
She has been a member of HPC “forever”, is a Sun-
day school teacher, and “loves being involved in the 
church where (she) grew up!” 

ANNE NELSON is a housewife in Hamburg with 
husband Scott and three children, Zachary, Sandra 
and Nicholas.  She grew up in South Buffalo and 
Chaffee and has been a member of the church for 11 
years.  She works with children’s choir/chimes, 
Sunday school and Churches In Action.  She enjoys 
making jewelry and working with animals including 
riding horses. 

SHARON (SHARI) GALLAGHER lives in     
Hamburg and is a retired teacher from Lake Shore 
Central Schools.  She grew up in a northern suburb 
of Pittsburgh and received her Bachelors from     
Edinboro University.  Shari also received a Masters 
degree from Buffalo State College and Canisius 
College with graduate study in England. (continued) 



(continued) 

After being a member of HPC in the 70’s, she 
returned to membership several years ago.  She is a 
member of the Worship & Music Committee, 
Christian Education Committee, Worship Planning 
Team, and PW Hannah Circle.  She serves as leader 
for adult Sunday school and is church publicist.  She 
enjoys reading, theater, graphic arts, writing and 
music. 

MARY REY lives in Hamburg with her husband 
Kevin, has a son Keith and is a registered nurse at 
Women & Children’s Hospital.  She grew up in 
Hamburg and received a BS from D’Youville.  Mary 
has been a member of HPC for 13 years and is 
completing a three year term as Deacon where she 
was chair of Prayer Chain & Transportation.  She is 
looking forward to serving the church for another 
three year term. 

Deacon Under Age 25 (1 year term) 

LISA CIMORELLI  lives in Orchard Park with her 
parents Julie and Tony and her siblings Amanda and 
Trey.  She is a sophomore at Orchard Park High 
School and active on Varsity Tennis Team, 
International Club and Windom Buddy Program.  She 
has grown up in HPC, being baptized and becoming a 
member through confirmation in 2007.  She has 
assisted in teaching Sunday school and would like to 
become a teacher. 

Class of 2011 (3 year term) Trustee 

NANCY BROGAN lives in Boston with her husband 
Tom, on child Molly, and works in the greenhouses 
of W. D. Henry and Sons.  She grew up on Long 
Island, received an AAS from SUNY Cobleskill and 
moved to WNY for summer work at Cooperative 
Extension in 1981, “I’ve been here ever since”.  She 
has been a church member for 11 years and is on the 
Mission Committee.  Nancy enjoys gardening, 
cooking and reading. 

JOANNE REED lives in Derby with her husband 
Robert.  They have four children, J.R., Robin, 
Rebecca and Rachel. 

SCOTT NELSON lives in Hamburg with his wife 
Anne and their three children, Nicholas, Sandra and 
Zachary. 

 

FROM THE DEACONS…….  

We wish everyone a joyous Christmas and peaceful 
New Year.  It’s hard to believe that 2008 is almost 
finished and 2009 set to begin.  We are looking 
forward to serving this congregation and our 
community. 

In October, 127 sandwiches were delivered to St. 
Luke’s and 174 in November.  198 meals were served 
at Friends of the Night People. 

As always, thanks to all who helped in any way. 

  Mary Rey for the Deacons 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

 

 

CIA CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
 

    On December 9th, 2008, we will have our annual 
Christmas caroling outreach.  We will meet at   
Hamburg Presbyterian Church, 177 Main St. at 6:30.  
Groups of 6-10 people will then go out to group 
homes in the community for the developmentally 
disabled.  We will carol in these homes then share in 
fellowship and refreshments with the residents.  Our 
hope is to reach approximately 10 local homes to 
share Christmas joy.  All ages are welcome and  
singing talent is optional. 

    Please call Susan Rich at 648-5785, or your CIA 
representative, if you are able to carol or if you can 
make cookies for this event. 
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 A warm invitation to all ladies of HPC to join us for an evening of Christmas cheer.  
Relax at the end of a busy week and visit with your friends over tea and delicious desserts,  

Prepared by the ladies of the Elizabeth Circle. 
 

 Leann McConchie from AIDS Family Services will visit with us during the evening 
 to speak about her work with AIDS families in our area and ways we can support her  

in this important service to those afflicted with AIDS. 
 

 You will find the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
in the church narthex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

�

������� � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �



  

Confirmation Class 2009 Update 

The class continues to meet every Sunday at 9:00 
a.m. in the loft classroom.  We are pleased with the 
continued dedication of the students as well as the 
support of their parents.  When someone has missed 
a class, they have been diligent in making up the 
missed work. 

We have explored ways that the Bible is read -    
literally, spiritually and personally.  We are also 
identifying the types and form of scripture.  The  
students are asked to read devotionals during the 
week as part of helping them make the Bible a part 
of their daily life.  During our journey together, we 
have found some weakness in knowledge of some 
ongoing curriculum.  We continue to work on ele-
ments of powerful prayer.  We are beginning to fo-
cus on the Trinity, first with exploring our personal 
descriptions of God.  Some of our church family 
have commented on the questions we have asked 
our class, so we thought we would again share with 
you some recent ones (see how you do): 

 

Which of the following books is not part of the 
“Torah” or “Five Books of Moses”:  

 a) Genesis 
 b) Hebrews 
 c) Leviticus 
 d) Exodus 
 e) Deuteronomy 

 

On what day did God create man and woman: 

 a) Day 1 
 b) Day 4 
 c) Day 5 
 d) Day 6 
 e) Day 7 

 

 

 

 

Why did the Man and Woman hide from God: 

 a) They stole food 
 b) They ate food from the Tree of  
  Knowledge of Good and Evil even  
  though God had ordered them not to  
  eat from it 
 c) They made wine from grapes 
 d) They worshiped a serpent 
 e) They left the Garden of Eden without 
  God’s permission 

 

Please continue to pray for this class and their     
instructors.  Your support of these students is crucial 
to the vitality of our faith.  We are all commanded 
to teach and pass on our faith to future generations. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

  

  

  

   

 
 

 

 

 

May this Blessed Season find you 
and yours in good health and 
happiness, ever aware of the 

many needs of others. 
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FELLOWSHIP TIME 

�  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CORNER 

 “My grandkids are so excited!”  “The children are so precious”  “She really had a good time today.”  “The 
kids remember the story.”  “Do I get to go inside the whale today?”  These are just a few comments from 
our children, parents, grandparents, and teachers.  They are all talking about the Rotation Workshop.  In 
September, TV Station WWJD was in production on the talk show “God is Faithful.”  Three quilts were 
made by our children and will be given to the Women’s Association for their quilt ministry.  During Moses, 
Baby in a Basket, our children interviewed the heroes within our congregation and in our community.  This 
month the story of Jonah has our children in the belly of a whale.  In December, our Christmas story will 
focus on Mary’s Song.  Our children will learn a song and record a music video. 

 I thank everyone who is involved in planning and implementing the Rotation Workshop.  The work is not 
over, it is ongoing.  Each month, with a new story, the rooms and props need to be changed.  I need        
volunteers with artistic talents to commit to help each month.  A dream for the future is a computer      
workshop where our children can learn the Bible stories using Bible software.  If you have a computer to 
donate or if you are looking for a ministry to use your artistic ability, please let me know. 

 Our children’s parents will be included in this year’s Christmas program on December 21st at the 10:30 
worship service.  Please note on your calendar, No Sunday School December 21st and December 28th.  

  

 Continue to pray for the children and youth of HPC.  We are given the responsibility to teach them the 
Good News of Jesus Christ and train them as our Lord’s disciples. 

 

Hear O Israel:  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might.  Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your 
heart.  Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you rise. 

                                                                                                              Deuteronomy 6:4-8 

 

 Cindy Hardin 
Christian Education Coordinator  

�

��

       
DECEMBER 

 
December 7  Caregivers - snack 
December 14 Church Life - beverage 
December 21 Nominating & Personnel - beverage 
December 28 Deacons - beverage 
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Lyn Rivers����
Connie and Nancy Crossan 

Connie Creveling 
Wendy Zimmerman 

Gail Wheaton 
Peggy DeTombe 

David and Terry Cavanagh 
The family of Jim Felger 

Harry Toney 
Edith Friebis 

The Strong Family 
Richard Monckton 

 Mary Rey’s brother-in-law, Kevin Frantz 
Lynn Bushen’s friends, George, Greg and Vicki 

 

December Birthdays 

    1 Elva Cohoon 
    5 Jeffrey Fisk 
    6 Linda McAlpine 
    7 Mandi Burns 
    8 Pat Headlee 
    9 Donna Burns 
  10 Marianne Burton 
  10 Rachel Lewis 
  12 Holly Bahruth 
  12 Bill Smith 
*12 Grace Wahl 
*14 Bernice Olin 
  17 Fred White (Sr.) 
  19 Karl Bahruth 
  21 Jean Coffey 
  24 Nancy Crossan 
  25 Ian Lewis 
  25 Nicholas Petrilla 
*26 Mildred Alexander 
  28 Heidi Beers 
  28 Joseph Friebis 
  28 Seth Robert Grabar 
  28 Tricia Harrigan 
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Christmas Cookie Exchange 
at 169 Main 
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 In the event that the church 
building is closed in inclement 
weather, all scheduled meetings 
and events are cancelled including 
committees, circles,  AA and Al 
Anon.  Please tune to any of the  
local television stations - 2, 4 or 7 
as our HPC closings and           
cancellations will be reported 
there.  Snow and ice removal on 
area roads as well as around the 
building may not have been done 
and we care about your safety. 
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