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Hamburg Presbyterian Church 

 

Easter Day Schedule 
 

     9:00 a.m.    Pot Luck Breakfast (No chocolate bunnies, please!) 
 

     9:40 a.m.    A practice/run through Handelõs Messiah - Halleluiah Chorus 
 

     9:50 a.m.    Choir warm-up 
 

    10:10 a.m.    Praise in the sanctuary with Josh and the Praise Band 
 

    10:30 a.m.    Worship begins with the Halleluiah Chorus 

 

What Do You Believe In? 
 

 Fellow Pilgrims: 
 

     Yes, it is true.  Sunday, March 7th, I told our young people in worship that I 

would tell them the grade that she or he might get from God toward the end of 

my sermon.  I guess that I was not specific enough or understood. 
 

     Everyone in or out of worship that day gets an ñIò for incomplete.  There is a 

specific requirement for your grade to be completed.  Your family and friends 

plan a party just for you.  It is called a funeral or memorial service.  Just think 

you meet your advocateé.Jesus Christ. 
 

     The idea of meeting Godé..how does that sit with you?  Do you need an 

Easter moment in your life?  Is it possible for me to offer you that opportunity? 
 

     What is your favorite Easter symbol?  How do you show faith in Godôs story 

about you and in its promise for you and the world?  Is it a crucifix or a Celtic 

or plain cross?  Is it the dogwood tree with its beautiful blooms?  Maybe, the 

natural beauty of tulips, daffodils, etc., is one of your symbols?  Could it      

possibly be your family Bible, rich with your ancestry written in it, that reminds 

you of the deep faith that your parents or grandparents provided in nurturing 

you?  Is it the chocolate Easter bunnies or the chicks?  The list is not nearly            

exhausted.  It can be a serious, provocative, and even ludicrous list. 
 

     I have one symbol.  It is the empty tomb.  In 1906, the Book of Common 

Worship included an ñexemplary Eucharistic prayerò referred to as The 

GREAT THANKSGIVING.  In it, the people continue the prayer with these 

words:  Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will 

come again.  Like Andy Rooney of NBCôs 60 Minutes would say, there is so 

much that I cannot understand, so much is left out, so what am I to think?   

Probably too muché.donôt you think?   My comment today about these words 

is that these phrases are the reasons that theological libraries are built and the 

main reason that I buy many books.  It is all too easy to wonder what these 

words do not say.  My faith is the empty tomb. 
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     Secondly, let us talk about Godôs future in me.  God 

has always provided.  Sometimes that provision has 

been difficult.  Other times that endowment has been 

beyond my wildest comprehension.  I am grateful and I 

am humbled to have a God that understands what    

sacrifice really is.  The message of Godôs Son is, one, 

the willingness to disclose a radical living behavior to 

the world, and two, at the same time allow me to see 

myself as part of the reason for his benevolence.  Jesus 

was indeed my YES! 

     Lastly, I have nothing that you do not have.  My 

God, my God, never forsakes me or leaves me alone.  

Even though this God is with us, I sing halleluiah    

because, in the mystery of faith, God will come again.  

The Kingdom of God will be upon this earth.  So right 

now, I hope that I am making preparations for that   

return.  I will celebrate Easter.  I believe that on a hill, 

so far away, a life was given for me, not knowing me, 

yet  loving me and yet, because of that love, I was 

somehow known.  That same life was given for you.  

Accept it or do not accept it.  That is all up to you! 

     Right now, I am working on my grade.  My ñIò is 

still on my report card.  I am happy with my ñIò and I 

hope you are also happy with it.  I intend to keep on for 

right now, and furthermore, I am happy continuing on 

my journey. 
 

     Have a blessed Easter and Easter season and always 

remember that I Thank God for You! 

 

 

  
    

The Reverend James (Jim) D. Burton, Pastor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 MUSIC  
  

 

Here we come Summer! 
 

I was walking today and was happy to see the snow 

melting, the sun shining and see people walking 

around with t-shirts on. I heard birds singing, and    

listened to the difference that each season brings us 

here in Western New York. 

Just as change has surrounded us in season, let there 

also be a change for us musically. I am always inspired 

musically by different weather and seasons. I enjoy 

raucous thunderstorms this time of year, and playing 

piano as the wind and rain beats against my window is 

one of my favorite things. What is your favorite thing 

musically right now? 

HPC will always encourage you to share your talents, 

musically and spiritually. I am always overwhelmed 

with amazement at all the talents I see evident in this 

church, even the ones before and after worship. We are 

all alive, talking, moving, creating a different buzz in 

each season. I encourage all of you, as we enter the 

warmer months of the year, to remember that our doors 

are always open to you and your gifts. 

I know most of you usually hear me asking for people 

to join our choir, our bells, our childrenôs voices or 

chimes, our praise team, or just to share a solo with us 

here and there. For those of you that have, thank you. 

Really, thank you. You inspire all of us at church to 

enjoy the music God has so gifted you with. For those 

of you who donôt come up front, itôs okay. I am     

grateful for all those voices I hear every Sunday in the 

congregation. Thank you for your singing, it makes the 

church so bright and happy on Sunday mornings. 

As always, I am at your disposal for music here. If you 

want help with anything, please ask me. If you need 

help mustering up the faith to share your gifts, please 

talk to me. Anything that I can do to share music with 

you, I consider my greatest reward here. God bless all 

of you, and I look forward to sharing these warm 

months with all of you. 

 

Your Director of Music, 

Joshua 
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Progressive Dinner  
 

 Please join us on Friday, April 30, for good fellowship 

and good food.  We will again go to the Beers home in 

Eden for appetizers.  After that we will split up and go 

to selected homes for dinner, and then to other homes 

for dessert.  Please sign up by the deadline on the sheet 

in the narthex.  It is not necessary to be a host in order 

to attend.  If you are a host, you will be given some 

help.  This will be a wonderful opportunity to introduce 

some friends to our congregation, to get to know newer 

members better, or to renew acquaintances with     

long-time members in a relaxed setting.  When you sign 

up, please indicate the number of guests you will be 

bringing.  You and your guest(s) will progress     to-

gether as you move to each course.  Single members 

who wish to team up with a fellow member will also 

move around together. 

                                Lamont Beers for Church Life 

 

 

 

 

 

A trip is being planned for  

Kingdom Bound 2010 at  

Darien Lake, August 1st ï 4th 

 

Kingdom Bound is a Christian Festival of music and 

seminars. We are planning to camp on site for the      

duration of the festival.  For those of you age 14 and up 

who would like to attend, please contact Lynn Bushen 

649-1970 at the church office or Jeff Fisk 200-7612. 

Fundraising for the trip will follow. The final costs for  

individuals will be determined from participation in 

fund raising activities. 
 

BEGINNING SUNDAY, MARCH 21 , the liturgist for 

the 10:30 a.m. service became responsible for the     

announcement time as it relates to the mission of the 

church and all of its church functions.  If you wish an 

announcement highlighted, the liturgist will be      

available at 10:20 a.m. under the pulpit for conversation 

and clarification.  Announcements not on the            

announcement page in the weekly bulletin may be  

written on a 3 x 5 card for the liturgist to read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your cards, sympathy and everything 

you did following the loss of my sister-in-law, my 

friend, my high school classmate, Margaret 

Herron. 

HPC, youôre the greatest. 

    Marilyn Monckton 
 

CHRISTIAN NURTURE WINS  

NATIONAL AWARD!  

 

     Union-PSCE has named the winners of the  

2010 Congregation Awards.  The awards honor                

congregations for innovative service in Christian     

education, youth ministry, early childhood        

education and ministry with special populations.  

Each award  provides a $1,000 grant from the    

Union-PSCE to  support congregations in their 

ministries. 

 

     The 2010 James Goodpasture Award for      

Ministry with Special Populations recognized 

Hamburg Presbyterian Church in Hamburg, NY, 

for its inspiring service to developmentally         

disabled men and women from eight group homes 

in the community.  The Christian Nurture Program 

has been offering a specially designed worship  

service for this population for the past 14 years. 

 

     Please join us for a joyous celebration every 

fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:15 p.m. in the 

chapel. 

 

  Wendy Zimmerman, pianist 

  Christian Nurture 
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     WORSHIP & MUSIC                  
 

  

 

Thursday 

April 1   Maundy Thursday - 6:30 p.m. Soup Dinner with Communion  

 

Friday 

April 2   Good Friday - The HPC Chapel open with music 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

       Fish Dinner at Hamburg United Methodist Church at 5:00 p.m. 

       (Pastor Jim has 15 tickets to sell.  He has already bought his) 

       Community Worship at HPC 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

      St. James & the Hamburg United Methodist Church with HPC  

      participating ñThe Seven Last Wordsò  

 

Sunday 

April 4   10:30 a.m. Easter Sunday with Holy Communion      

   9:00 a.m. Pot Luck Breakfast 

   Sermon text and title: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 - ñCan Dr. Spock Revive Christianity?ò 

 

    

Sunday 

April 11   8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
   Third Grade Bible presentations 

   Sermon text and title: John 20:19-31 - ñFaith...A Puzzlementò 

 

Sunday 

April 18   8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
   Sermon text and title: Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) - ñSaintly Sinnersò 

 

Sunday 

April 25   8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
   Sermon text and title: Revelation 7:9-17 - ñGetting Past Tiltò 

 

Sunday 

May 3   8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
   Sermon text and title: John 13:31-35 - ñBottom Lines or BHAGò 
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Highlights of the March 22, 2010 Session Meeting 
 

Karen Hummel, Marianne Burton and Tony Cimorelli gave a presentation on Volunteerism and the right way to inspire     

people to be Disciples of Christ though at HPC through their faith and service. 

 Pastor report: 

1. Pastor Jim was informed by the Presbytery of how proud everyone is of HPC's Christian Nurture program. It just received 

a $1000 grant from the PC (USA) and now the program will be featured in the next Mission Year Book. He went 

on to say that not many ministers have the privilege of their church being featured and this is the second time in his life's 

ministry. He is grateful for such prophetic leadership of Sue Rich and many others in this program. 

How proud he is. 

2. Building security and use relating to the elevator, front door and side door was discussed.  This includes the idea that the 

side door might become ñexit only.ò  Trustees will check on it. 

3. A letter was received from the Presbytery Council Chairperson, the Reverend Dick Young of Orchard Park Presbyterian 

Church, concerning the coming year as well as the probable loss of two employees in 2011 due to budget restraints.  The 

letter announces that the reverend Drew Ludwig would be the next council chairperson in the coming year. 

4. There was discussion around the issue of committee leadership.  Over a year ago, Church Life/NCD & Evangelism and 

Mission Interpretation and Stewardship came together respectively.  Pastor Jim feels unless more organizational time is 

spent working with these committee Chairs and members, the attempt will fail.  One elder commented that it feels like 

ñthe way we have always done it beforeò is prevailing.  Another said, ñWe have got to move onward.ò 

5. The pastor asked that we consider the Mission Statement and make sure that we, as individuals, feel good about it.  Our 

committees are to relate specifically to this statement. 

6. Pastor Jim is doing what he can for publicity, which includes conversations about churchôs relevance in the Hamburg & 

Buffalo communities.  He feels thwarted.  ñIf we do not care or if we are not proud enough of HPC to lift it up in public, 

if we do not want people to know about our involvement in worship, mission, social action, etc., at HPC, how can we 

survive?ò 

7. Pastorôs Away Schedule for Spring 

   Richmond VA ï Leadership Assessment Colloquium:  April 11 after  worship and return  the afternoon of April 15 

   Tampa FL ï Eastern Benefits Conference: Presbytery Business for Committee On Ministry  regarding Ministry     

  Insurance Issues;  April 21 ï22 

   Stony Point New York - Early Ministry Institute (EMI) Synod Program; May 2 after worship ï Thursday, May 6 

Clerks Report 

1. MOTION MADE/SECONDED/DISCUSSED/PASSED (MMSDP) that the Jacobs and Crawford wedding be held in the 

church and it will be officiated by Rev. Ed Sprague. 

2. MMSDP to transfer Don Dickersonôs membership to a Florida church as he requested.  We are sad but understand his 

leaving.  Pastor Jim talked about his being such a blessing in the 8:00 am worship service. 

3. MMSDP to reinstate Gardy Low to active membership. 

Trustees reported: 

1. That the flooring in the front of the Sanctuary is going to be replaced by an anonymous donor working through Trustees. 

2. Our new sexton is working three days a week: Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 

3. Handicap parking and the stripping of the parking are being planned now that the weather has broken. 

 MMSDP ï concerning M.O.M. 

1. The house must have everything cleaned out of it by April 5, the day after Easter. 

2. The house and its rooms are to be made ready for selling immediately. 

3. Every personal item is to be removed by April 5.  Everything not removed becomes the property of the Trustees. 

4. Use of the house is immediately to be restricted. 

5. Wayne Hines gives any exceptions. 

6. New locks will be installed. 

7. The announcement is to be made for the next two weeks, Palm Sunday & Easter, by the pastor or  liturgist. 

 MMDP  by Worship and Music Committee to offer one worship service on Easter at 10:30 AM.  A Potluck brunch plus other 

activities will start at 9:00 AM. 

One Great Hour of Sharing was discussed 

Church Life is holding a progressive dinner.  The date needs to be reconsidered.  (IT IS NOW April 30)  

We prayed for our church and church family, many members by name. 

 

 Respectively Submitted 

Susan Ganey, Clerk of Session 



 

 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing:  April 4, 2010  

For more than 50 years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians throughout the nation in supporting One Great 

Hour of Sharing, responding to Christ's love for all people by joyfully sharing that love with people in need. The 

refugee and the stranger have found food and safe shelter; those stunned by the aftermath of disasters have found 

relief and help rebuilding; and communities seeking to take control of their future have found partners in        

development.. 

Recognizing that the hope we have in Christ is lived out in our hope for one another, we respond with gifts that 

help our sisters and brothers around the world find the hope for a brighter future. These gifts are distributed 

through these three programs: 

    Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

    Presbyterian Hunger Program 

    Self-Development of People 

We will be collecting this offering (and the fish banks from Sunday School) on Easter Sunday. 
 

 

FROM YOUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COORDINATOR  

 
      During this Lenten season, my daily Lenten devotions were written by Henri Nouwen, Called to Life, Called 

to Love. One particular devotion I read asked the question ñHow can I prepare myself for death so that my life 

can continue to bear fruit in the generations that will follow me?ò The generations that will follow you and me 

are the children of HPC.  Baptized infants grow to be toddlers and then pre-school, then first grade, then middle 

school, then high school, then college student.  You can help with every step of the way.  God is moving HPC to 

expand the pre-school program and disciple our elementary, middle school, and high school students.  Partner 

with me and the Christian Education committee in prayer, volunteering, planning, and supporting the Christian 

Education of HPC.  It does not begin and end with 9:00 Sunday school, the stories of God and his love for us 

touches every part of our lives. 
 

     For the month of April, children in K-5th grade will break from the Rotation workshop and come together to 

explore how to serve God through mission work.  During worship service on April 11th, Bibles will be presented 

to our third grade children and any children who have not received a Bible.  Please let me know the names of 

children you know should receive Bibles.  For children in K-5th grade, I ask you to bring your Bible to church on 

April 11th for Sunday school to test our knowledge with games and fun. 

 

 Cindy Hardin 

Christian Education Coordinator 
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Jesus said, ñDo you love me? é Feed my sheep.ò (John 21:16-27 



 

FROM THE DEACONSé. 
 

     In February, 146 sandwiches were delivered to St. 

Lukeôs Mission of Mercy and about 170 meals were 

served at Feast for Friends.  Our thanks to all who 

support us in these missions.   

     Sandy, from one of the group homes, continues - 

with assistance, to serve as acolyte.   

     Our Prayer Chain has had several requests for 

prayers in April and we will be delivering Easter 

plants to shut-ins. 

     We hope you will all have a blessed Easter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ITôS SPRING CLEAN-UP TIME!  
 

Saturday, May 22 at 9:00 a.m.  

 
Letôs make the church shine, the more hands helping - 

the quicker the work is completed.  Everyone is     

welcome and there are many chores including raking, 

gardening, gutter cleaning and even windows if you 

desire. 

If you have a couple hours to spare, please come join 

the fun and fellowship. 

Rain date: Saturday, June 5th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY 
AND HAVE FUN TOGETHER! 

 
Friday, April 2 - 5:00 p.m. Fish Dinner at Hamburg  
   United Methodist Church 
 
* Tuesday, April 27 - AIDS Night Out 
 
Saturday, May 1 - HPC Progressive Dinner 
 
Tuesday, May 11 - Hamburg Nursery School  
         !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƘƛŀǾŜǘǘŀΩǎ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ..v 
 
* More information to follow 
 

HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY  

TO HELP HPC 
 

 

Your church needs help for the 

10:30 service and for other special 

events like Praise in the Park.  We 

    n e e d four people with knowledge of or 

willingness to learn and take on the audio 

equipment.  One person per Sunday would 

make for lighter work. 

 

 

We need four people with 

the knowledge or willingness 

to learn for our visual  

PowerPoint presentations, 

etc. during worship.    

 

 

 

If you are interested in getting a little more        

information, please speak to Tom Rivers (649-

2165), Joe Streamer (649-4587) or Pastor Jim 

(432-3085). 
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Bonjou! 


